]magc of Saint Maria (Goretti, patron saint of youth, young women, Puritﬂ and victims of rape
W]—lg name a Fatron 5aint for our 5a1cc [ nvironment Frogram‘?

A core belief of the (Catholic faith is the (Communion of Saints. This tcaching recognizes the rca]itg
that love conquers all, including death. Our love for others does not cncl_just because thcg are no
longer ]iving here among us on earth. And theirlove for us does not end either; those who have gone
to be with the | ord now love us Pchcct]g because thcg are in communion with the Pcr‘Fcct love of
(God. Andin that PerFect love the Saints continue to love us, to care for us and to desire for us to
one claﬂjoin them. V\/e can turn to tlﬂem in ourgreatest need and wl'xen we are most cl‘]a”engecl to ]ove

as JSSUS commanc]ecl us — to lO\/C as H@ ]OVCd us.

Love and Mercy are alwags mutuallﬂ Present to each other. You cannot lack love and be merciful.

You cannot lack mercy and yet love.

The scourge of child sexual abuse is a social evil, rooted in the ancient and ongoing failure of human
beings to recognize the cligni’qj and worth of each person as all are created in the image and likeness
of (God. T hat fundamental failure is then manifested in seeing others, not as persons, but as ob_jects
that can be used for Personal gratipication. And so there is no love, no mercy when one person
chooses to sexua”y abuse another, especiang when the person abused is a child who is dependent on

and vulnerable to the abuser to love and Protect them.
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And so, we turn to the Communion of Saints for their help to bring love and mercy to the painful
reality of child sexual abuse. [Torin love and mercy, victims of child sexual abuse find hope for healing
from the trauma that abuse inflicted on them. |n love and mercy we accompany victims in their)’oumeg
towards healing. |nlove and mercy those who may be inclined to abuse others can find conversion of

heart and rescue from a life of clespair and cmPtiness of soul.

Whg choose Maria Goretti?

When Maria Goretti was just 12 years old, she was brutally attacked by a neighbor who failed in his
attempt to rape her, but in his anger he repeatedly stabbed her, left her for dead and fled. The
horrific details of this attack speak to the reality already mentioned above about the total lack of love
and mercy in the heart of anyone who would abuse another, especially sexually abuse another. This
is not an act of lust or even sexual desire. |tis an act of anger, a loveless, merciless act of asserting

comPlete dominance over another for selF—gratiFication.

Tl’)é attack on Maria also clearly demonstrates for us another realitg thatis almost alwags missed.
No one can take another’s innocence. No one can take another's dignity. God’s image is still there.
Harm inflicted on another does not change the realitg that theg are still a beloved child of God.
When we, society, see victims of sexual abuse as clamagccl goods we victimize them a second time.
Maria was still Perpect, still innocent in (God’s eyes in sPite of her many stab wounds. Maria would
have been still Per‘fject, still innocent in (God’s eyes even if her attacker would have been successful in

raPing her before he killed her.

Pefore she died Maria said that she wanted that one day her attacker wouldjoin herin [Heaven.
Maria brought love and mercy to her situation. [t was what she could control; it was what she could
choose to do. Was that casy forher? |s that a choice that all victims are emotionally and spiritually
ready to do in the moment? | ikely not! Did (God meet her in that moment with [is grace? | ikely yes!
T his is what the saints do for us — they inspire us to what is possible with (God. And already in that

moment it brought peace to Maria’s own heart.

And as love and mercy always flow outward, a]cteryears of incarceration with no remorse, no

repentance, her attacker did eventua”y face the reali’c9 of his actions. uPon release from Prison he



sought the forgiveness of Maria’s mother who said, "|f my daughter can forgive him, who am | to
withhold forgiveness? And so Maria’s mother was freed from the burden of anger. [Her attacker,
Alessandro Serenelli, later became a lay brother of the Order of [Triars Minor Capuchin, where he
lived in a monastery and worked as its receptionist and gardener until his death. T hrough Maria’s
love and mercy and through Maria’s mother’s love and mercy Alessandro found (God’s love and

mercg.

Maria (Goretti brings example for us all to the harsh reality of child sexual abuse. She brings a face

& p Y &
to our ongoing efforts to Protec’c the most vulnerable among us, so that we nevemcorge’c that this is not
Just a program, notjust about comPliancc She brings the rea]it9 that the Fight against evilis a
suPcrnatura] battle that can Oﬂl\(j be won by turning for l"ICIP from suPernatural love. Samce
[ nvironment is about Protecting our children, God’s children, and all individuals at risk. Mag we do
allin our power to prevent Phgsical, emotional and sPiritua] harm from being inflicted on them so that
within our ministries done in the name oFJesus and [Jis Church (God’s love and mercy flows ever

outward, ever lhce~giving, and ever 1i1ce~sustaining.

Saint Maria Goretti, pray for us.



