
Adult Faith Formation Programs
from the Department of New Evangelization

The confidence of sharing our faith to others rests, in part, on the confidence 
young men in the priesthood. But how do we fan the flames of this confidence? 
How can priests and fathers work together to showcase the priesthood as a 
vital part of society? This adult faith formation program, A Priest for Every 
Parish, is an attempt to answer this need. This program is designed to feature 
three speakers for each presentation: A priest, a dad and a seminarian (or 
young man discerning the priesthood).

A Priest for Every Parish

For the first time in America’s history, a majority of young adults from the ages 
of 25 to 34 are choosing not to get married. Even in the Diocese of Green Bay, 
marriage rates have declined by approximately 50 percent over the last ten 
years. Indeed, God’s plan for marriage is being challenged on many fronts. 
Many people are asking: Why bother getting married? After all, it’s just a piece 
of paper. When so many marriages fail, why not keep your options open? The 
adult faith formation program, Adults, Youth, Cohabitation and Marriage is 
designed to help get the conversation going at your parish!

Adults, Youth, Cohabitation and Marriage

 In 10 short years—the way we communicate has changed dramatically! We are 
more connected with each other than ever before. This program will address 
important questions such as: 1) Is the use of smartphones in your family a 
right or a privilege? Are we purposeful in our parenting? 2) What smartphone 
apps can be used to maximize family-friendly communication, oversight and 
spirituality? 3) What new patterns of verbal and non-verbal communication are 
emerging among youth as a result of digital media? 4) Do we know the value 
of silence and its importance for our creativity, spirituality and ability to think?

The New Evangelization and Social Media

From the bread and wine used by Melchizedek in the time of Abraham to the Passover 
celebrated by Moses and the Israelites, a new Christian rite would spring forth. It 
was at the Last Supper, on the eve of our Lord’s exodus from this world to the next, 
that he transformed the Passover meal to the New Passover rite known as the Mass. 
Your parish will learn about: 1) how the Mass was celebrated in the first and second 
centuries of Christianity 2) the connection between the Eucharistic sacrifice and 
martyrdom 3) transformative effects it has on youth and their relationship with Christ.

The Jewish and Early Christian Roots of the Mass

Many senior citizens are led to believe that their best days are behind them. Perhaps, 
this is why nostalgia is so pronounced in this demographic. Conventional wisdom is 
that they have little to look forward to. However, hospice nurse accounts, near death 
experiences, studies on near death experiences and the Catholic faith would suggest 
otherwise. You Have Your Whole Life Ahead of You, is designed to give hope and 
inspiration for those senior citizens who think their best days are behind them and for 
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.

You Have Your Whole Life Ahead of You

And Why Youth Would Love to Heart About It!

Hospice Nurses and Heaven for Seniors

New!
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It’s good to set our sights on a target in every area of our life. But for men who 
love to hike, fish, hunt or play sports, setting our sights on a target is often 
what determines our success. Respected outdoorsman and sportsman Jim 
VandeHey will share his experiences in the world of hunting and outdoor life 
as a man of God. This is an evening for men to get together to discuss their 
love of the outdoors, particularly hiking, hunting and fishing in the light of faith. 

Right On Target

In the Eastern Christian tradition, holy images (icons) are more than art. They 
are sacramental windows into heaven. Praying in the presence of holy icons 
can help train us in the art of holiness. In this program you will encounter the 
Lord through the many kinds of icons with which the Church opens the senses 
to the Lord’s presence: paintings, incense, music, poetry, sacred vestments, 
candles and architecture. 

Praying With Icons:

The life of Vern Sumnicht is one of tragedy and triumph. In 1976 he was a victim 
of a car accident, leaving him paralyzed as a C-6 quadriplegic. Nevertheless, 
Vern graduated at the top of his class. Overcoming great odds, he went on 
to become a successful business entrepreneur. Through Vern’s personal 
testimony and reflections from Scripture and other spiritual literature, adults 
will come to better understand the love of God through the Mystery of the 
Cross. The Cross comes to us in daily trials, in moments of crisis and in the 
sacrifices we make for others.  It is in this human suffering that many of the 
greatest blessings are to be found.

When Life Throws You A Curve

From coast to coast hospice nurses will tell you that many of their dying patients go 
through a predictable pattern of reaching out to the other side and being greeted by 
deceased loved ones.  As one hospice nurse, Trudy Harris, said about her 48 year 
old patient: “Suddenly his eyes opened wide, and, sitting up in bed under his own 
strength with arms raised in the air and a big smile, he said, ‘There it is. I can see it. 
It’s beautiful.’ And lying back down he took his last breath and died.” (Glimpses of 
Heaven)  Featured speaker, Tina Poppe, a former hospice nurse, will give a compelling 
talk on how these stories and credible studies on near death experience confirm what 
we profess as Catholics about eternity.

Hospice Nurses And Heaven

A cooking class with a Catholic twist: Presenter Amberly Boerschinger combines 
her love of cooking with insight from the lives of the Saints and the Mystics. A 
mystic is someone who can see God present and working in the world, even 
in things as seemingly mundane as preparing and eating food! This program 
for women will encourage you to reflect on how Jesus provides everlasting 
sustenance for the world and to look at the Mass in a renewed way. Come and 
be filled bodily and spiritually.

The Meals, The Mass, and The Mystics

With the Monks of Holy Resurrection Monastery
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People in the Church are asking questions:  How can we, as parents, parish 
leaders and educators pass on the faith to youth?  Why is there a marked drop 
in the practice of the faith during the post-high school years? Yet, the good 
news is that there are many young Catholics whose faith prospered during 
the years most challenging their personal faith. On the Same Page is an adult 
faith formation program that addresses what practices have been known to 
work for youth in receiving the faith and how we, as adults, can use these time-
tested principles!

On The Same Page

“Rejoice always and pray without ceasing,” says St. Paul (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-17). How can we keep this commandment? This program will teach the 
practical art of the Jesus Prayer (“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.”) as a means to active, joy-filled service to the Lord and 
contemplative union with Him.

The Jesus Prayer

What Europe was to medieval Catholicism, Africa is to twenty-first century 
Catholicism. In fact, in the year 1900 there were only 9.9 million Christians 
in Africa. But at the turn of the millennium, they numbered 360 million. It 
is estimated that at least 8 million Africans are baptized every year; which 
amounts to about 20,000 baptisms a day. Learn how Egide Nimubona, native 
of Burundi, benefited from this new evangelization and how he escaped one of 
the greatest genocides in African history.

America Is Heaven

Full-Time Faith is a program that addresses the practical considerations and 
applications of evangelizing family members, friends and others. There is a 
perception among many Catholics that the Church is irrelevant in the pursuit 
of God. This belief has substantially increased in the last ten to twenty years. 
Why? A big part of the reason is that faith has been relegated to Sundays. Yet, 
a faith lived out and expressed during the week (as well as on Sundays) is key 
to passing it on to the next generations and to others. 

The participant will walk away with a better understanding of: 
1) Trends that lead us away from the faith. 
2) Keeping the faith full-time during the week: practical tips for families! 
3) Why religious participation among young adults from ages 18 to 23 drops. 
4) Water under the bridge: How to reach out to those who have drifted away. 
5) The greatest untapped reservoir: when words are not enough. 
6) Tips from Pope Francis and the early Christians!

Full-Time Faith

With the Monks of Holy Resurrection Monastery With the Monks from Holy Resurrection Monastery

Escaping Genocide and Finding Freedom Through Faith
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Conversion is said to be a series of beginnings. We fall and then with the Lord’s grace, we rise again to new life. This process 
repeats itself over and over again throughout the life of a Christian. Indeed, the road to heaven is paved with many blessings, 
setbacks, and detours. As such, we can’t make this journey alone. With ongoing conversion, there needs to be ongoing adult faith 
formation. More specifically, the disciple of Christ is in continual need of revealed truth and life-giving grace. This is why the U.S. 
bishops remind us that “adult faith formation must become our chief catechetical priority,” (Our Hearts Were Burning, #25).

Recent history bears witness that if adults are not well-formed in the Faith, the younger generations will lack formation as well. But 
with solid and vibrant adult faith formation programs, a personal relationship with Christ is better fostered among parishioners, 
the Sacraments begin to take on more relevance to everyday life and the motivation to share the Good News with those outside 
the flock is awakened. From there, the good work of catechizing children by the local parish is more likely to be reinforced by well-
formed parents. In short, the benefits are incalculable!

The Heart of Adult Faith Formation
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Adult Faith Formation Vision Statement
The vision of adult faith formation for the Diocese of Green Bay is one that challenges our parishes to become more dynamic com-
munities that support lifelong learning and growth in discipleship by placing adult faith formation at the center of parish life. Our 
vision is of a diocese made up of parishes where all of our adult members are immersed in lifelong catechesis and the mission 
of building up the Kingdom of God.

Role of the Diocese of Green Bay
The primary role of the Diocese of Green Bay is to affirm the priority of adult catechesis and to provide leadership, personnel, ser-
vices and resources to assist parishes in developing adult faith formation programs. The Diocese of Green Bay is enthusiastically 
committed to the vision of Adult Faith Formation and to supporting parish efforts to implement the Bishop’s pastoral plan.

The Diocese of Green Bay sees itself as the servant of the local parish. In fact, Bishop David Ricken, in his pastoral letter, “Called 
to be Holy, Fully Engaged, Fully Alive,” reminds us that the Church’s mission is most fully realized in the parish. In the totality of 
believers the fullness of Christ is encountered!

We Affirm
• The priority of lifelong Catholic education as the center of our diocesan and parish catechetical efforts.
• The parish itself is an environment of adult faith formation. Every activity and relationship is a formative experience for learn-

ers and has the potential to form mature disciples.
• The call to place adult faith formation at the center of the Church’s catechetical mission involves a conversion and a shift in 

priorities, thinking and commitments.
• The importance of the family in our adult faith formation efforts.
• The connection between adult catechesis and stewardship and the challenge to Catholics to give of prayer, service and shar-

ing to advance the mission of the Church.

Adult Faith Formation Coordinator
In my role as the Adult Faith Formation Coordinator for the Diocese of Green Bay, I am ready and eager to assist parish leaders in 
bringing souls to Christ. Whether it be providing resources, speakers or curricula, I would consider it a privilege to help advance 
your mission in forming adults after the likeness of Christ. Please do not hesitate to contact me.
- Joe Tremblay

Bring These Programs to Your Parish
The Department of New Evangelization is offering numerous adult faith formation programs to parishes. These 
are typically offered weekday evenings between 6:30pm and 8:00pm (time is flexible) from September of 2015 
to April of 2016.  However, the Meals, the Mass and the Mystics program is offered on Saturdays from 9am to 
12pm. If your parish would like to host one or more of these programs, please contact Joe Tremblay by calling 
(920) 272-8313 or emailing him at jtremblay@gbdioc.org before July 1, 2015. Thank you!


