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Monthly Intercessions (Dec. 2017 – Feb, 2018) 
 
 
 
December 2017 
Pope Francis (The Elderly): That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian 
communities, may apply their wisdom and experience to spreading the faith and 
forming the new generations. 
 
Bishop Ricken (150th Jubilee): That our celebration of the Diocese of Green Bay’s 
150th Jubilee in 2018 will provide us the opportunity to honor the past and 
celebrate our future as missionary disciples ‘on the way’. 
 
 
 
JANUARY 2018 
Pope Francis (Religious Minorities in Asia): That Christians, and other religious 
minorities in Asian countries, may be able to practice their faith in full freedom. 
 
Bishop Ricken (Youth & Youth Ministers): That during this Jubilee Year, the youth 
of our parishes will continue to be formed as disciples of Jesus Christ, especially 
through acts of service and prayer. 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 2018 
Pope Francis (Say “No” to Corruption): That those who have material, political or 
spiritual power may resist any lure of corruption. 
 
Bishop Ricken (Sick and Persons with Disabilities & Caretakers): That the gifts and 
needs of the sick and those living with disabilities may be recognized and 
celebrated in our parishes both during our Diocesan Jubilee Year and beyond.
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Monthly Readings/Selections (Dec. 2017 – Feb, 2018) 
 

 
DECEMBER  .......................................................................................  
 
Selection I: IS 40:1-11 
 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah:  
 
Comfort, give comfort to my people, 
says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her service is at an end, 
her guilt is expiated; 
Indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD 
double for all her sins. 
 
A voice cries out: 
In the desert prepare the way of the LORD! 
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! 
Every valley shall be filled in, 
every mountain and hill shall be made low; 
The rugged land shall be made a plain, 
the rough country, a broad valley. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together; 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
 
(continued on Page 25) 
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A voice says, “Cry out!” 
I answer, “What shall I cry out?” 
“All flesh is grass, 
and all their glory like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower wilts, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it. 
So then, the people is the grass. 
Though the grass withers and the flower wilts, 
the word of our God stands forever.” 
 
Go up onto a high mountain, 
Zion, herald of glad tidings; 
Cry out at the top of your voice, 
Jerusalem, herald of good news! 
Fear not to cry out 
and say to the cities of Judah: 
Here is your God! 
Here comes with power 
the Lord GOD, 
who rules by his strong arm; 
Here is his reward with him, 
his recompense before him. 
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; 
in his arms he gathers the lambs, 
Carrying them in his bosom, 
and leading the ewes with care. 
 
The Word of the Lord  
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Selection II: MT 7:21, 24-27 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the Kingdom of heaven, 
but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 
 
“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them 
will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.  
The rain fell, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and buffeted the house.  
But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock.  
And everyone who listens to these words of mine 
but does not act on them 
will be like a fool who built his house on sand.  
The rain fell, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and buffeted the house.  
And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord  
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Selection III: St. Faustina; (from Pope Francis’ World Youth Day Message 2015) 
  
From the Diary of Saint Faustina: 
 
“Help me, O Lord,  
…that my eyes may be merciful, so that I will never be suspicious or judge by 
appearances, but always look for what is beautiful in my neighbors’ souls and be of 
help to them; 
 
… that my ears may be merciful, so that I will be attentive to my neighbors’ needs, 
and not indifferent to their pains and complaints; 
 
… that my tongue may be merciful, so that I will never speak badly of others, but 
have a word of comfort and forgiveness for all; 
 
… that my hands may be merciful and full of good deeds; 
 
… that my feet may be merciful, so that I will hasten to help my neighbor, despite 
my own fatigue and weariness; 
 
… that my heart may be merciful, so that I myself will share in all the sufferings of 
my neighbor”.  
 
(Diary, 163)
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JANUARY  .........................................................................................  
 
Selection I: 1 KGS 3:5, 7-12 
 

A reading from the First Book of Kings: 
 
The LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night.  
God said, "Ask something of me and I will give it to you."  
Solomon answered: 
"O LORD, my God, you have made me, your servant, king 
to succeed my father David; 
but I am a mere youth, not knowing at all how to act.  
I serve you in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, 
a people so vast that it cannot be numbered or counted.  
Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart 
to judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong.  
For who is able to govern this vast people of yours?" 
 
The LORD was pleased that Solomon made this request.  
So God said to him: 
"Because you have asked for this— 
not for a long life for yourself, 
nor for riches,  
nor for the life of your enemies, 
but for understanding so that you may know what is right— 
I do as you requested.  
I give you a heart so wise and understanding 
that there has never been anyone like you up to now,  
and after you there will come no one to equal you." 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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Selection II: MT 13:24-30 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: 
"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field.  
While everyone was asleep his enemy came 
and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off.  
When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well.  
The slaves of the householder came to him and said, 
'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?  
Where have the weeds come from?' 
He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' 
His slaves said to him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 
He replied, 'No, if you pull up the weeds 
you might uproot the wheat along with them.  
Let them grow together until harvest; 
then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, 
"First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; 
but gather the wheat into my barn."'" 
 
The Gospel of the Lord  
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Selection III: Francis; Letter to Young People on the Occasion of the Presentation of 

the Preparatory Document of the 15th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 

Bishops (January 13, 2017) 

 
From Pope Francis to Youth:  
 
I would also remind you of the words that Jesus once said to the disciples who 
asked him: “Teacher... where are you staying?” He replied, “Come and see” (Jn 
1:38). Jesus looks at you and invites you to go with him. Dear young people, have 
you noticed this look towards you? Have you heard this voice? Have you felt this 
urge to undertake this journey? I am sure that, despite the noise and confusion 
seemingly prevalent in the world, this call continues to resonate in the depths of 
your heart so as to open it to joy in its fullness. This will be possible to the extent 
that, even with professional guides, you will learn how to undertake a journey of 
discernment to discover God's plan in your life. Even when the journey is uncertain 
and you fall, God, rich in mercy, will extend his hand to pick you up...  
 
A better world can be built also as a result of your efforts, your desire to change 
and your generosity. Do not be afraid to listen to the Spirit who proposes bold 
choices; do not delay when your conscience asks you to take risks in following the 
Master. 
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FEBRUARY  ........................................................................................  
 
Selection I: JAS 5:13-20 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint James: 
 
Beloved: 
Is anyone among you suffering? 
He should pray. 
Is anyone in good spirits? 
He should sing a song of praise.  
Is anyone among you sick? 
He should summon the presbyters of the Church, 
and they should pray over him 
and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
The prayer of faith will save the sick person, 
and the Lord will raise him up. 
If he has committed any sins, he will be forgiven. 
 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another 
and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 
The fervent prayer of a righteous person is very powerful. 
Elijah was a man like us; 
yet he prayed earnestly that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it did not rain upon the land. 
Then Elijah prayed again, and the sky gave rain 
and the earth produced its fruit. 
 
(continued on Page 32) 
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My brothers and sisters, 
if anyone among you should stray from the truth 
and someone bring him back, 
he should know that whoever brings back a sinner 
from the error of his way will save his soul from death  
and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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Selection II: JN 14:6-14 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John: 
 
Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, then you will also know my Father. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him,  
“Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time 
and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. 
The Father who dwells in me is doing his works.  
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, 
or else, believe because of the works themselves. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, 
and will do greater ones than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 
And whatever you ask in my name, I will do, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If you ask anything of me in my name, I will do it.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord  
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Selection III: Pope Benedict XVI; Message for the 18th World Day of the Sick 
(November 22, 2009) 
 
From Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI: 

At the Last Supper, before returning to the Father, the Lord Jesus knelt to wash the 
Apostles' feet, anticipating the supreme act of love on the Cross. With this act he 
invited his disciples to enter into the same logic of love that is given especially to 
the lowliest and to the needy (cf. Jn 13: 12-17). Following his example, every 
Christian is called to relive, in different and ever new contexts, the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan who, passing by a man whom robbers had left half-dead by the 
roadside, "saw him and had compassion, and went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper, saying, "Take care of him; and whatever more you 
spend, I will repay you when I come back'" (cf. Lk 10: 33-35). 

At the end of the parable, Jesus said: "Go and do likewise" (Lk 10: 37). With these 
words he is also addressing us. Jesus exhorts us to bend over the physical and 
mental wounds of so many of our brothers and sisters whom we meet on the 
highways of the world. He helps us to understand that with God's grace, accepted 
and lived out in our daily life, the experience of sickness and suffering can become 
a school of hope. In truth... "It is not by sidestepping or fleeing from suffering that 
we are healed, but rather by our capacity for accepting it, maturing through it and 
finding meaning through union with Christ, who suffered with infinite love". 
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