Order of Eucharistic Holy Hour

QUARTERLY APPENDIX
MARCH – MAY 2018

Monthly Intercessions (MARCH – MAY 2018)
MARCH
Pope Francis (Formation in Spiritual Discernment): That the Church may
appreciate the urgency of formation in spiritual discernment, both on the
personal and communitarian levels.
Bishop Ricken (Clergy and Pastoral Leaders/Coordinators): For all clergy and
pastoral leaders within the Diocese of Green Bay, that during this Jubilee Year
they may grow closer to Jesus Christ in their vocation and ministry.

APRIL
Pope Francis (For those who have Responsibility in Economic Matters): That
economists may have the courage to reject any economy of exclusion and know
how to open new paths.
Bishop Ricken (Diocesan Apostolates & Retreat Movements): That during this
Jubilee Year, all members of Diocesan apostolates and retreat movements will
deepen their personal relationship with Jesus Christ for mission.
MAY
Pope Francis (The Mission of Laity): That the lay faithful may fulfill their specific
mission, by responding with creativity to the challenges that face the world today.
Bishop Ricken (Confirmation Candidates): That those receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation may continue to experience the support of their parish community
and lead others to Christ Jesus.
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Monthly Readings/Selections (MAR – MAY, 2018)

MARCH ............................................................................................
Selection I: IS 42:1-7
A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah:
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one with whom I am pleased,
Upon whom I have put my Spirit;
he shall bring forth justice to the nations,
Not crying out, not shouting,
not making his voice heard in the street.
A bruised reed he shall not break,
and a smoldering wick he shall not quench,
Until he establishes justice on the earth;
the coastlands will wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spreads out the earth with its crops,
Who gives breath to its people
and spirit to those who walk on it:
I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice,
I have grasped you by the hand;
I formed you, and set you
as a covenant of the people,
a light for the nations,
To open the eyes of the blind,
to bring out prisoners from confinement,
and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.
The Word of the Lord
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Selection II: JN 13:21-33, 36-38
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John:
Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and testified,
"Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me."
The disciples looked at one another, at a loss as to whom he meant.
One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved,
was reclining at Jesus' side.
So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant.
He leaned back against Jesus' chest and said to him,
"Master, who is it?"
Jesus answered,
"It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped it."
So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas,
son of Simon the Iscariot.
After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him.
So Jesus said to him, "What you are going to do, do quickly."
Now none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him.
Some thought that since Judas kept the money bag, Jesus had told him,
"Buy what we need for the feast,"
or to give something to the poor.
So Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night.
When he had left, Jesus said,
"Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.
If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself,
and he will glorify him at once.
My children, I will be with you only a little while longer.
You will look for me, and as I told the Jews,
'Where I go you cannot come,' so now I say it to you."
Simon Peter said to him, "Master, where are you going?"
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Jesus answered him,
"Where I am going, you cannot follow me now,
though you will follow later."
Peter said to him,
"Master, why can I not follow you now?
I will lay down my life for you."
Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me?
Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow
before you deny me three times."
The Gospel of the Lord
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Selection III: St. Ephraim; (Homilies 4:4; 4:6)
Our Lord Jesus took in His hands what in the beginning was only bread; and He
blessed it, and signed it, and made it holy in the name of the Father and in the
name of the Spirit; and He broke it and in His gracious kindness He distributed it to
all His disciples one by one. He called the bread His living Body, and did Himself fill
it with Himself and the Spirit. And extending His hand, He gave them the Bread
which His right hand had made holy: "Take, all of you eat of this, which My word
has made holy. Do not now regard as bread that which I have given you; but take,
eat this Bread [of life], and do not scatter the crumbs; for what I have called My
Body, that it is indeed. One particle from its crumbs is able to sanctify thousands
and thousands, and is sufficient to afford life to those who eat of it. Take, eat,
entertaining no doubt of faith, because this is My Body, and whoever eats it in
belief eats in it Fire and Spirit. But if any doubter eat of it, for him it will be only
bread. And whoever eats in belief the Bread made holy in My name, if he be pure,
he will be preserved in his purity; and if he be a sinner, he will be forgiven." But if
anyone despise it or reject it or treat it with ignominy, it may be taken as a
certainty that he treats with ignominy the Son, who called it and actually made it
to be His Body.
After the disciples had eaten the new and holy Bread, and when they understood
by faith that they had eaten of Christ's body, Christ went on to explain and to give
them the whole Sacrament. He took and mixed a cup of wine. Then He blessed it,
and signed it, and made it holy, declaring that it was His own Blood, which was
about to be poured out…Christ commanded them to drink, and He explained to
them that the cup which they were drinking was His own Blood: "This is truly My
Blood, which is shed for all of you. Take, all of you, drink of this, because it is a new
covenant in My Blood. As you have seen Me do, do you also in My memory.
Whenever you are gathered together in My name in Churches everywhere, do
what I have done, in memory of Me. Eat My Body, and drink My Blood, a covenant
new and old."
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APRIL ...............................................................................................
Selection I: ROM 6:3-9
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
Brothers and sisters:
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?
We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father,
we too might live in newness of life.
For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his,
we shall also be united with him in the resurrection.
We know that our old self was crucified with him,
so that our sinful body might be done away with,
that we might no longer be in slavery to sin.
For a dead person has been absolved from sin.
If, then, we have died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with him.
We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more;
death no longer has power over him.
The Word of the Lord
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Selection II: JN 6:44-51
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the crowds:
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him,
and I will raise him on the last day.
It is written in the prophets:
They shall all be taught by God.
Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me.
Not that anyone has seen the Father
except the one who is from God;
he has seen the Father.
Amen, amen, I say to you,
whoever believes has eternal life.
I am the bread of life.
Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died;
this is the bread that comes down from heaven
so that one may eat it and not die.
I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever;
and the bread that I will give
is my Flesh for the life of the world."
The Gospel of the Lord
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Selection III: St. John Chrysostom (Homilies on Matthew 82:4)
Let us therefore in all respects put our faith in God and contradict Him in nothing,
even if what is said seems to be contrary to our reasonings and to what we see.
Let His WORD be of superior authority to reason and sight. This too be our practice
in respect to the [Eucharistic] Mysteries, not looking only upon what is laid out
before us, but taking heed also of His WORDS. For His WORD cannot deceive; but
our senses are easily cheated. His WORD never failed; our senses err most of the
time.
When the WORD says, "This is my Body," be convinced of it and believe it, and look
at it with the eyes of the mind. For Christ did not give us something tangible, but
even in His tangible things all is intellectual. So too with Baptism: the gift is
bestowed through what is a tangible thing, water; but what is accomplished is
intellectually perceived: the rebirth and the renewal….How many now say, "I wish I
could see his shape, His appearance, His garments, His sandals." Only look! You see
him! You touch him! You eat him!
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MAY .................................................................................................
Selection I: ROM 12:9-16
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
Brothers and sisters:
Let love be sincere;
hate what is evil,
hold on to what is good;
love one another with mutual affection;
anticipate one another in showing honor.
Do not grow slack in zeal,
be fervent in spirit,
serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope,
endure in affliction,
persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the holy ones,
exercise hospitality.
Bless those who persecute you,
bless and do not curse them.
Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep.
Have the same regard for one another;
do not be haughty but associate with the lowly;
do not be wise in your own estimation.
The Word of the Lord
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Selection II: JN 15:1-8
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John:
Jesus said to his disciples:
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
Remain in me, as I remain in you.
Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
unless it remains on the vine,
so neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
because without me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
people will gather them and throw them into a fire
and they will be burned.
If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
By this is my Father glorified,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."
The Gospel of the Lord
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Selection III: St. Hilary of Poitiers (The Trinity 8:14)
When we speak of the reality of Christ's nature being in us, we would be speaking
foolishly and impiously -- had we not learned it from Him. For He Himself says:
"My Flesh is truly Food, and My Blood is truly Drink. He that eats My Flesh and
drinks My Blood will remain in Me and I in Him." As to the reality of His Flesh and
Blood, there is no room left for doubt, because now, both by the declaration of the
Lord Himself and by our own faith, it is truly Flesh and it is truly Blood. And These
Elements bring it about, when taken and consumed, that we are in Christ and
Christ is in us. Is this not true? Let those who deny that Jesus Christ is true God be
free to find these things untrue. But He Himself is in us through the flesh and we
are in Him, while that which we are with Him is in God.
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