
 

 

Diocese of Green Bay 

PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

August 16, 2016 

 

 
Attendees:  Very Reverends Daniel Felton and Thomas Long, Monsignor James Dillenburg, 
Reverends Robert Kabat, Richard Allen, Ron Colombo, Joel Sember, Timothy Shillcox, O. Praem.  
and Philip Dinh-Van-Thiep 
 
Excused:  Bishop David Ricken, Reverends Thomas Reynebeau, James P. Leary, OFM Cap., Jason 
Blahnik and Robert Kollath 
 
Opening Activities 

 

• Meeting opened at 10:07 a.m. 
•  Fr. Dan led the Council members in the Liturgy of the Hours. 
• Welcome Fr. Philip Dinh-Van-Thiep back to Presbyteral Council. 
• Accept agenda. Motion by Fr. Dan.  
• Fr. Dan.  A motion was made to approve the agenda.  Motion was seconded and approved 

unanimously. Accepted minutes. 
• A motion was made to approve and adopt the meeting minutes of the June 28, 2016 

meeting as written.  Motion was seconded and approved unanimously. 
• Mission statement was recited by Council members. 

 

Election of Officers 

 

Fr. Dan—Fr. Matthew Settle’s time is up.  Fr. Thomas Reynebeau moved into the Chairman 
position.  Fr. Joel Sember put his name in nomination for Vice Chairman of the Presbyteral Council.  
Fr. Dillenburg moved to approve Fr. Joel Sember as Vice Chairman.  Fr. Shillcox seconded the 
motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Report on Priests who are Ill—Fr. Tom Long 
 

Fr. Tom Long reported on priests and deacons who are ill or recovering from surgery. 
 

Review of Mission/Vision/Priority Statement—Fr. Dan Felton 
 

Fr. Dan—A pocket-size card of the Mission statement was provided.  113 different sites checked 
into the streamline.  It is posted.  A member mentioned there was an issue with the first stream.  
Had to restart it and then the second stream was good.  Several members had the same issue. 
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Now what for the mission statement? 
Diagram:   
Vision 
Mission 
Priorities 
Parish/Pastoral Plans 
Curia/Diocesan offices 
The diagram shows a why and how.  The why goes up and the how comes down the diagram. 
 
One idea is for parishes to look at their mission statement and see if they can bring part of this 
mission into their own mission statement.  The priorities can be direct for their own parish.  This 
would be over the next several months and years ahead.   
  
Do we see value in using the diocese mission statement to work into the parish mission?  A 
member did have parish members ask if Bishop wants this mission statement to go into each 
parish.  Bishop wants them to go back and revisit their own mission, but also could take pieces of 
the mission.  The diocese would provide some tools for parishes to incorporate this into their own 
mission statement.  A member stated it is good to have possibilities and be flexible.  Good to look 
at their priorities.  A member already looked at their parish mission.  Perhaps communicate to the 
parish that when they come to a timeframe to look at their mission, to keep the diocese mission in 
mind. 
  
Review of St. Norbert College Strategic Research Institute Parish Survey—Fr. Dan Felton 
 

Fr. Dan—Handed out the latest draft of the Parish survey for the Presbyteral Council to review.  The 
survey will be online.  We will send to:  priests, pastoral leaders, parish council members and parish 
staff.  With regard to multiple parishes, the priest would fill out one form.  We want the least 
burden possible of a priest who has multiple churches.  The survey is filled out anonymously. 
 
Fr. Dan—The BAC asked if there is any merit of knowing the position filling out the survey, being 
that the priest may answer different than the pastoral leader or staff? 
 
Fr. Tom—We are not dividing the survey out by each parish.  So, we should not need someone to 
fill out the survey on behalf of the priest if the survey results are not divided by each parish. 
 
A member asked what is the purpose of the survey?   
 
Fr. Dan—When it comes to the diocese office, we will reorganize ourselves based on the feedback 
we get from the survey.  We need some data to back up the changes based on what the parishes 
are asking for.  The open-ended questions on Page 10 of the Parish survey should give some good 
insight.  A lot of good things are happening between the parishes and the diocese.  We may have a 
shift of resources and personnel. 
 
A member recommended the more in-depth questions be asked later in the survey. 
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A member—Perhaps we can gather pastors together to process and go over the information once 
the answers come back. 
 
Fr. Dan—The survey will be sent out in September.  It will take some time to get the information 
back.  The context of this survey is in response from the mission and vision statement.  There will 
be a cover letter that will go with the survey. 
 
Overview of Discipleship Seminar and Alpha Small Groups—Fr. Tom Long 
 

We had Alpha training for facilitators.  For pastoral leaders, we will start Part I with Clergy 
Congress.  The next year will be Part II.  We will use the Alpha program.  Alpha is a program 
designed for those who are not going to church.  The program is a very introductory way of 
connecting with people.  Eventually, our goal is outreach and mission and this is a way to work 
towards that.  The priests and pastoral leaders will be divided by Vicariate groups.  Some 
established support groups, such as pastoral leaders and priest support groups, will do it by their 
small groups.  A sheet was handed out.  Senior priests who are helping in parishes are on the last 
column on the sheet.  I will need to work with those who did the facilitator training, as some 
vicariates will have more than one group and need an extra facilitator. This Alpha program has 
about fifteen talks to the program.  If we do it monthly, it will take us through next August.  A one-
day retreat is meant to be connected to the program, and that would have several talks.  So, the 
small groups could come together for the retreat and then split up for small group discussion. 
 
Fr. Joel—Was at the facilitator training and shared his experience.  The Alpha program is strong on 
building relationships.  You are trying to build a bridge strong enough to carry the truth is what the 
deacon said.  Building relationships allows you to share more of the truth and the gospel.  It fits 
well with where people are at currently.  It creates a lot of teaching opportunities.  The people 
seemed excited within the facilitator training group.  I see potential benefits for priests.  There was 
a good discussion amongst the small groups.  Good discussion on the building block level of the 
Catholic faith and what that means. 
 
Fr. Dan – The small group will happen after the Clergy Congress. 
Fr. Tom—At the parish level this is meant to be a weekly session and a mission retreat.  So, it would 
be eleven weeks and a retreat.  When they introduce this to small groups, you do not correct what 
people put out there.  You let it sit, and then work on the relationship first and over time you can 
work on the beliefs. 
Fr. Joel—If there are some major issues, then you can pull them aside. 
Fr. Dan—It adds value for us to experience it first.  For the priests to go through the program first, 
build support with those within your small group.  Value to priests, be challenging and support.   
There will be a letter from Bishop first to set the framework.  You need to make the connection 
between the mission and vision statement.  Now practically speaking, what does that mean? 
This will be different than the Clergy Congress.  Have we provided adequate rest time for this 
program?   
A member—Is the letter the best communication to parishes?   
Fr. Dan—Multi-media is important.  It reminds people.  Mail is still one of the main ways. 
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Reduction of St. Augustine Church in Kossuth to Secular Use 

   
Barb Wiegand – We received a letter from Fr. John Becker indicating the church is no longer being 
viable.  Fr. Girotti and Barb Wiegand toured the church and property on June 14th.  Since that time, 
a new letter in July was sent by Fr. John Becker requesting St. Augustine church be reduced to 
secular use.  They also request approval of the attached list of blessed items for secular use.  
 
There are only 33 families currently.  The income has decreased gravely.  There was $12,000 in 
checking account at that time and less since then.  Included is the map of the church with the 
parish boundaries.  Also included are the neighbor parish boundaries, showing Kossuth in the pink. 
 
Fr. Sember—In the letter it says you ask to close the parish.  You cannot close the parish.  The only 
way you could close the parish is to fence it in.  One question is the realignment of the parish itself.  
So, one question is do you realign parish boundaries?  The other is what will happen to the parish 
itself? 
 
Fr. Becker—Fr. Gerend is taking care of the sacramental portion of the parish, generally on the 
weekend.  Fr. John Becker takes care of funerals and weddings.  As of March, Fr. Gerend is no 
longer able to do weekend mass.  So, there are no services at that site anymore.  The issue is we 
have no money coming in.  They owe about $25,000 to St. Francis Creek that they have not paid 
off.  We do not want to spend any more money.  There is not enough money to tear it down.  The 
ministry is being taken care of by the nearby parishes.  We need some options.   
 
Fr. Sember—What about the parish boundary? 
Fr. Becker—Currently the three entities take care of this. 
Fr. Sember—The parish that takes on this parish, takes on the parish debt also.   
Fr. Girotti—So your question is regarding the pastoral care? 
Fr. Felton—The reduction of the church to the secular state.  The suppression of the parish itself or 
not is a second question.  
Fr. Girotti—We can do both at the same time but we would have to change the consent. 
Fr. Felton—We can do separate times for this.  Those kinds of things have to be looked at today 
also to make sure pastoral care is being taken care of. 
Fr. Sember—The pastoral care of the people should be the first step, and then take care of the 
church building next once we know the people are taken care of. 
A member—Do we have any precedence? 
Barb—Both could be decided today.  But recently we have moved to the secular part first.  Then 
the Parish Assistant Team would look at parish boundaries. 
Fr. Girotti—Kossuth is a parish.  Is there any sounding of the 33 families where they are going 
elsewhere since March?  Has there been a discussion of what their options are? 
Fr. Becker—I have not done anything officially.  They are going to the parishes they are most 
comfortable with. 
A member—Did they hire Fr. Lawrence Gerend? 
Fr. Becker—They must have hired him before my time.  I am listed as pastor. 
Barb—One gentleman at the meeting mentioned he would like it to stay open, but that was in 
general discussion in the meeting we had. 
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A member—What is the shape of the building? 
Barb—They use two outhouses for a bathroom. 
Fr. Girotti—It is an old quaint building. 
A member—Would the historical society be interested? 
Fr. Girotti—It is a rural area. 
Fr. Girotti—There is a plethora of parishes close in proximity.  The next one is 3 miles away. 
A member—People will go where they will want to go. 
A member—Encourage them to make a new connection. 
Fr. Felton—Part of the boundary goes back to mission.  Canon law would say the pastor is 
responsible for everyone within that boundary of their parish.  Does the boundary change around 
the parish boundary? 
Fr. Girotti-Most of the times that we have done this recently, it was through a merger.  We have 
not done this. 
Fr. Sember—Why is this parish still open? 
Fr. Becker—Independent group.  It was very important for them to be a community kept together.  
About twenty people really supported this.  Now they are getting too old, and the money is not 
there. 
Fr. Sember—You continue to be a pastor at:  Holy Cross in Mishicot, St. Anne in Francis Creek and 
St. Augustine in Kossuth? 
Fr. Becker—Not everyone that goes there is within the boundary. 
Fr. Shillcox—Have the members come to peace they will not have their funeral at this parish. 
Fr. Becker—Some would like it open for funerals.  We have to be real about this, we cannot do this.  
It is not realistic. 
Fr. Felton—How many funerals have you had there? 
Fr. Becker—I have had about one funeral per year since I have been there. 
Barb—The funeral would have to be a small funeral, or park on the road and that is not necessarily 
safe. 
Fr. Girotti—So, many times it is done at the same time.  The presumption is that they will all be 
going to Kellnersville, Whitelaw, and St. Anne.  Do you continue the pastoral care there? 
Fr. Becker—As long as I am the pastor, I assume the pastoral care. 
A member—Will some leave the church if this is not open? 
Fr. Becker—No, they will align themselves with one of the other parishes. 
Fr. Felton—Would it be fair to say the pastoral care will not change?  And then if or we want to 
come back to the question of suppression, we can do that back in November? 
Fr. Long—The parish itself is saying that it cannot continue. 
Fr. Felton—Act on one today.  But then if the parish or we choose to go in another direction. 
A member—So, St. Augustine would continue to be a parish working without a building. 
Fr. Sember—What if the locals bought the church and hired a nondenominational person to run 
the church?  So, then Catholics choose to become a different religion? 
Barb—This building would probably be raised or used for something else since there is a cemetery 
right there. 
Fr. Becker—Members of that church are not talking of bringing about their own church. 
Fr. Girotti-Has anyone came forward to say they gave much money and/or land in the past that has 
a say? 
Fr. Becker—No.  They would have come to the meeting we had, so no. 
A member—Is there a provision to follow through and maintain the property? 
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Fr. Becker—They maintain it right now because the cemetery is right there.  The cemetery care will 
come over to St. Anne’s and St. Anne’s is aware of that.  So, St. Anne’s will take care of it. 
Fr. Felton—We do have a consent resolution.  We can sign this and then Bishop to sign.  Fr. Richard 
Allen moved to approve the consent for the reduction of the St. Augustine, Kossuth church to 
profane bot not sordid use.  Fr. Robert Kabat seconded.  All in favor, no one opposed.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:47 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jami Rogne  

Recording Secretary 

 


