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Highlighted 
Scripture Readings:

June 5, 2016 - Tenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
- 1 Kings 17: 17-24
- PS 30: 5-6, 11, 12, 13
- Gal 1: 11-14A, 15AC, 16A, 17, 19
- Lk 7: 11-17

June 12, 2016 – Eleventh 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- 2 Sm 12: 7-10, 13
- Ps 32: 1-2, 5,7, 11
- Gal 2: 16, 19-21
- Lk 7: 36-8:3

June 19, 2016 – Twelfth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Zec 12: 10-11; 13:1
- Ps 63: 2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
- Gal 3: 26-29
- Lk 9: 18-24

June 26, 2016 – Thirteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- 1 Kings 19: 16B, 19-21
- Ps 16: 1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10,11
- Gal 5:1, 13-18
- Lk 9: 51-62

The Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary 
jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy for the entire 
Church in the Papal Bull (document) called 
Misericordiae vultus (MV). This year of Mercy 
will begin on December 8, 2015 and end on 
November 20, 2016. 

During this year, we are asked to pray with, 
reflect upon and live out the virtue of mercy as 
disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy and living them out 
in your life. 

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are acts by which 
we help our neighbors with their material and 
physical needs:

- feed the hungry
- give drink to the thirsty
- clothe the naked
- welcome the stranger
- heal the sick
- visit the imprisoned
- bury the dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, by which we help our neighbors 
with their emotional and spiritual needs:

- counsel the doubtful
- instruct the ignorant
- admonish sinners
- comfort the afflicted
- forgive offenses
- bear wrongs patiently
- pray for the living and the dead

Disciples on the Way
Issue 7: June 2016 |“Merciful like the Father” Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, 13-14

“Mercy is the path uniting 
God with man, for it opens 
the heart to the hope of an 
eternal love.”
- Pope Francis



Visit the Imprisoned
“Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who 

are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” - Hebrews 13:3

Live the Year of Mercy:
Pastoral care is a vital ministry of the 
Catholic Church that reaches out to 
individuals who are feeling isolated 
and lonely, which serves individuals 
who are homebound to those who 
are incarcerated.

If you have ever considered being 
more involved in pastoral care 
ministries, please consider talking 
with your pastor or pastoral leader.  
Volunteers are always welcome!  

Did you know that people who are 
incarcerated in one of the 18 prisons 
and jails* in our diocese asking 
for our prayers? Below are prayer 
requests from inmates at Brown 
County Jail: 

Pray the Year of Mercy:
I pray that I can live a full life and find 
God again.

I pray that my family member will 
have a successful surgery.

I pray for the health of my children 
and their mother.  I pray that I will get 
another chance with my kids.

I would like to pray for my family who 
are grieving the loss of a loved one.  

I pray for my family’s inner peace 
and safety.

I pray that when I get out, I will be a 
good father since I will be a single 
dad.

I pray that my family and friends will 
stay healthy and well and will stay 
away from evil.

Praise Jesus for conquering death!

The next work of mercy that we will learn 
about is the corporal work of mercy to 
visit the imprisoned.

The idea of prison and going to prison conjures up many 
different images for people, often very negative.  Some 
individuals think of a building with walls and bars while 
others think of the loss of freedom, isolation, and loneliness. 
Others see prison as a good thing, where those who make 
bad choices are kept away from the rest of civilization.   
Some see prison as performing a rehabilitative service. 
What images comes to mind for you? 

During this month’s readings, we hear about the freedom 
that comes only through Jesus Christ.  St. Paul, in his letter 
to the Galatians, shared how he persecuted the Church 
and tried to destroy it.  Because of his sinfulness, he was 
imprisoned to his own wants and desires; however, it was 
through Jesus that he was set free.  Freedom does not mean 
that we can do whatever we want, whenever we want with 
no regard for others.  Rather, true freedom as St. Pope John 
Paul reminds us “consists, not in doing what we like, but in 
having the right to do as we ought”.

Reflect on the Year of Mercy:

Those who break the law often rightly receive the full 
weight of the justice system and the moral condemnation 
of society for their crimes. It can be easy for us to dismiss 
those who break the law as being unrepentant and 
unworthy of our prayers.  

During this Year of Mercy however, we are reminded to 
be merciful “like the Father”. Jesus, an innocent man, was 
condemned to death and was crucified on a cross for 
each one of us. Beside Jesus hung two criminals, the good 
thief called Dismas, who asked Jesus to remember him 
when he came into his kingdom and the unrepentant thief 
who mocked Jesus from the cross saying “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us” (Luke 33:39). 

Dismas clearly repented and opened his heart to the Lord. 
Jesus responded to him “Amen, I say to you today you will 
be with me in Paradise”. (Luke 333:43). The arms of Jesus 
stretched out on the cross extend in love to everyone- 
those who have been touched by crime,  those who have 
lost their lives by crime and yes even those who commit a 
crime.

*Taycheedah Correctional Institution is located in Fond du Lac and is 
the nearest female prison to our diocese.



Highlighted 
Scripture Readings:

July 3, 2016   - Fourteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Is 66: 10-14C
- Ps 66: 1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
- Gal 6: 14-18
- Lk 10: 1-12, 17-20

July 10, 2016 – Fifteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Dt 30: 10-14
- Ps 69: 14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37
- Col 1: 15-20
- Lk 10: 25-37

July 17, 2016 – Sixteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Gn 18: 1-10A
- Ps 15: 2-3, 5
- Col 1: 24-28
- Lk 10: 38-42

July 24, 2016 – Seventeenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Gn 18: 20-32
- Ps 138: 1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8
- Col 2: 12-14
- Lk 11: 1-13

July 31, 2016 – Eighteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Ecc 1: 2; 2: 21-23
- Ps 90: 3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17
- Col 3: 1-5, 9-11
- Lk 12: 13-21

The Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary 
jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy for the entire 
Church in the Papal Bull (document) called 
Misericordiae vultus (MV). This year of Mercy 
will begin on December 8, 2015 and end on 
November 20, 2016. 

During this year, we are asked to pray with, 
reflect upon and live out the virtue of mercy as 
disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy and living them out 
in your life. 

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are acts by which 
we help our neighbors with their material and 
physical needs:

- feed the hungry
- give drink to the thirsty
- clothe the naked
- welcome the stranger
- heal the sick
- visit the imprisoned
- bury the dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, by which we help our neighbors 
with their emotional and spiritual needs:

- counsel the doubtful
- instruct the ignorant
- admonish sinners
- comfort the afflicted
- forgive offenses
- bear wrongs patiently
- pray for the living and the dead

Disciples on the Way
Issue 8: July 2016 |“Merciful like the Father” Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, 13-14



Admonish Sinners
“Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” 

- 2 Thessalonians 3:15

Live the Year of Mercy:
Have you ever been in a situation 
when you see a loved one acting 
in a sinful way? Did you speak to 
them privately, or did you call their 
behavior into question at a large 
family gathering? It is important to 
remember that when living out this 
spiritual work of mercy, there is an 
appropriate time and place for those 
sorts of conversations.

During this election season, we know 
that there is no perfect candidate 
for Catholic constituents because of 
their stance on a variety of issues, 
whether that is abortion to torture.  
Policy positions like these are in 
direct opposition to Catholic moral 
and social teaching. Would you 
consider writing to the presidential 
candidates about these issues? 

Pray the Year of Mercy:

My God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my 
heart.
In choosing to do wrong and failing 
to do good,
I have sinned against you
whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with your help,
to do penance, to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to 
sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and 
died for us.
In His Name, my God, have mercy.

Amen.

The next work of mercy that we will learn 
about is the spiritual work of mercy to 
admonish sinners.

While at sea, sailors are accustomed to adjusting their 
course because of a storm or other impediment to their 
journey.  The ship’s captain calls for a course correction in 
order for the crew to safely arrive at their destination. If they 
do not make the correction, danger could be imminent. 

During this month’s readings, we hear of Jesus acting 
like a captain by calling on individuals to make a course 
correction in their lives due to sin. Sin damages our 
relationship with God, and many times, people do not 
even recognize the error of their ways.  Just as Martha was 
“burdened with much serving”, it was Jesus who gently 
called her out by saying, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious 
and worried about many things. There is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be 
taken from her.”  When we recognize the error of our ways, 
God never disappoints us in showing His merciful love and 
acceptance.

Reflect on the Year of Mercy:

The word sin means to “turn aside, to wander, to err, to 
make a mistake”. The Greek word for sin however, means 
“to miss the mark” and is an ancient archery term where 
we literally miss the target because of an error. 

Every day we are given the opportunity to live a virtuous 
life centered on our faith and avoid sin. And yet, we can 
fall into patterns of sin very quickly where we alienate 
ourselves from God’s love.  We cannot shoot straight in 
life because of sin and so miss the target which God sets 
before us. 

Watching someone we love miss the mark in their life, 
especially our children, can be incredibly painful. How can 
we help those we love when we see them engaged in sin? 

Often times, we have to sit down with them, help them to 
see why they are missing the mark (the sin) and help them 
to center their lives on Christ once again. This is a delicate 
process so praying before, during and after a conversation 
is essential.



Highlighted 
Scripture Readings:

August 7, 2016 - Nineteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Wis 18: 6-9
- Ps 33: 1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
- Heb 11: 1-2, 8-19
- Lk 12: 32-48

August 14, 2016 – Twentieth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time
- Jer 38: 4-6, 8-10
- Ps 40: 2, 3, 4, 18
- Heb 12: 1-4
- Lk 12: 49-53

August 21, 2016 – 
Twenty-first Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
- Is 66: 18-21
- Ps 117: 1, 2
- Heb 12: 5-7, 11-13
- Lk 13: 22-30

August 28, 2016 – 
Twenty-second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
- Sir 3: 17-18, 20, 28-29
- Ps 68: 4-5, 6-7, 10-11
- Heb 12: 18-19, 22-24A
- Lk 14: 1, 7-14

“The Jubilee is a year-long 
celebration, in which every 
moment becomes a chance 
for us to grow in holiness.” 
- Pope Francis

The Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary 
jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy for the entire 
Church in the Papal Bull (document) called 
Misericordiae vultus (MV). This year of Mercy 
will begin on December 8, 2015 and end on 
November 20, 2016. 

During this year, we are asked to pray with, 
reflect upon and live out the virtue of mercy as 
disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy and living them out 
in your life. 

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are acts by which 
we help our neighbors with their material and 
physical needs:

- feed the hungry
- give drink to the thirsty
- clothe the naked
- welcome the stranger
- heal the sick
- visit the imprisoned
- bury the dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, by which we help our neighbors 
with their emotional and spiritual needs:

- counsel the doubtful
- instruct the ignorant
- admonish sinners
- comfort the afflicted
- forgive offenses
- bear wrongs patiently
- pray for the living and the dead

Disciples on the Way
Issue 9: August 2016 |“Merciful like the Father” Pope Francis, Misericordiae vultus, 13-14



Give Drink to the Thirsty
“Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, 

let him come to Me and drink.’” – John 7:37

Reflect on the Year of Mercy:
Baptism comes from the Greek to “plunge” 
or immerse and symbolizes our burial into 
Christ’s death, from which he rises up by 
resurrection with him, as a new creation. In 
baptism we literally put on Christ! 

Christ’s mission to his apostles was simple 
but powerful: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you.”

We would never forget our birthdate. But 
many of us forget our birthdate in Christ, 
the date of our baptism. Do you know the 
date of your baptism? The dates of your 
children and godchildren’s baptism? If 
not, find them out and each year on the 
anniversary of your baptism or the baptism 
anniversary of a loved one, celebrate the 
event of Christ’s love for you.

Pray the Year of Mercy:
A Rhyming Baptismal Prayer
 By M.S.Lowndes

You’re taking this step of faith in obedience 
to the Lord,
 To be baptized in His precious name and 
heed the Master’s call.
To rise up with faith in God and go where 
He may lead, 
To share God’s love to everyone and touch 
them in their need.
May God pour out His blessings upon your 
life today,
So you may walk in His abundance as you 
commit to Him your way. 
Keep on trusting in the Lord no matter what 
you face,
And keep your eyes on Jesus Christ and 
live in His sweet grace. 

Amen.

The next work of mercy that we will 
learn about is the corporal work of 
mercy to give drink to the thirsty.

During this month’s scripture readings, we hear, in the 
Gospel of Luke, the words of Jesus “there is a baptism 
with which I must be baptized, and how great is my 
anguish until it is accomplished!.” 

In Christianity, we use the term “living water” as a 
reference to our thirst for the living water of life- 
Jesus Christ. Our thirst for Jesus Christ is one that 
we must quench with the living waters of His love for 
each one of us.  We recognize that our hearts yearn 
for the pure goodness of God “as a deer longs for 
flowing streams” (Psalm 42:1). 

Just as water is necessary for life, baptism is 
necessary for our immersion into the very heart and 
life of Christ. Through the sacraments of initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist), our ongoing 
celebration of the sacraments, particularly the 
Eucharist and our prayerful reading of the Word each 
of us is fired up by the Holy Spirit for the mission of 
spreading the Good News. 

Live the Year of Mercy:

A human body can survive almost three weeks 
without food; however, studies estimate that a person 
can only survive three to five days without water. In his 
encyclical, Laudato Si, Pope Francis states, “access to 
safe drinkable water is a basic and universal human 
right, since it is essential to human survival,” (30).  
Areas in Africa that experience frequent droughts 
and places like Flint, Michigan where drinking water 
is contaminated suffer greatly because they lack 
access to drinkable water.  

Here are a few suggestions on how you might live out 
this corporal work of mercy:

•	 Turn off the faucet when you are brushing your 
teeth.

•	 Consider using a rain bucket to collect water for 
your garden.

•	 Start a discussion with your local representative 
to see how we can create legislation to protect the 
Great Lakes, which consists of 21% of the world’s 
fresh water supply and 95% of the US supply.  
(www.great-lakes.net/lakes/ref/lakefact.html)





 

  

 

vasos de la misericordia  
una oración para el Año de la Misericordia   

 
 
Dios de la misericordia,  
 
Señor, como tú nos has perdonado  
así nos envías  
para llevar tu mensaje de misericordia a todos.  
 
Danos pies dispuestos y manos gentiles. 
Bendícenos con oídos atentos y ojos penetrantes. 
Dotanos con mentes comprensivas. 
Ordenanos con corazones compasivos.  
 
En nuestros actos y en nuestras palabras 
haznos vasos de tu misericordia  
para llegar a los quebrantados 
en nombre del padre que elimina nuestras deudas  
tan amorosamente como seca nuestras lágrimas 
y llama a sus hijos a casa.   
 
Ayúdanos a levantar a tu pueblo en cuerpo y espíritu.   
Y así convertir todos los años en un año de la misericordia.  
 

Amén 
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USCCB ‘MEDITATIONS ON MERCY’ 
 
Throughout the Jubilee of Mercy, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) posts monthly reflections based on Scripture passages that Pope Francis uses 
in his Papal Bull, Misericordiae vultus.  By beginning with a scripture passage and a 
reference to paragraphs in Misericordiae vultus, each reflection offers a way to more deeply 
embrace the call to embody mercy that is asked of every Christian.  These reflections can 
be done on your own, with your family, or with small groups in your parish. 
 
To access this resource, visit: http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-
teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/meditations-on-mercy.cfm 
 
 
 
 

USCCB ‘MOMENTS OF MERCY’ 
 
Each month, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) publishes 
‘Moments of Mercy’, brief reflections on mercy and concrete suggestions of how we can 
live out the mercy that God offers us all.  These are perfect for busy days since they help 
us to slow down for just a few minutes and think about the gifts God has blessed us with 
and how we can share them. 
 
To access this resource, visit: http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-
teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/moments-of-mercy.cfm  

  

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/meditations-on-mercy.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/meditations-on-mercy.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/moments-of-mercy.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-of-mercy/moments-of-mercy.cfm
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DIOCESAN THEMES FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY 
 
 

The following themes of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy have been 
selected for use within the Diocese of Green Bay during the celebration of the 
Church’s Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy (December 8, 2015 – November 20, 
2016).  
 
[C: Corporal Work; S: Spiritual Work] 
 
December (2015) .............................................................................. Welcome the Stranger (C) 

January (2016) ...........................................................................................  Clothe the Naked (C) 

February .......................................................................................................  Care for the Sick (C) 

March .................................. Forgive Offenses (S); Bear Patiently Those Who Do Us Ill (S) 

April ........................................................................................................ Counsel the Doubtful (S) 

May ......................................................................................................... Comfort the Afflicted (S) 

 

June ..................................................................................................  Visit the Imprisoned (C) 

July ........................................................................................................  Admonish Sinners (S) 

August....................................................................................  Give Drink to the Thirsty (C) 

 

September .............................................................................................  Instruct the Ignorant (S) 

October .........................................................................................................  Feed the Hungry (C) 

November ....................................  Bury the Dead (C); Pray for the Living and the Dead (S) 

 
These themes are to be utilized within the following: 
- Homilies 
- Bulletin Reflections 
- Parish Catechesis 
- Religious Education / Catholic Schools 
- Small Groups / Prayer Groups 
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LITURGICAL RESOURCES 
 

Please visit http://www.gbdioc.org/divine-worship/year-of-mercy-liturgical-
resources.html for additional liturgical resources for the Year of Mercy including: 
 
- Seasonal Booklets 

- Music for the Hymn of the Jubilee 

- Questions and Answers regarding Jubilee Year of Mercy Liturgies  

 

 
 
 
  

http://www.gbdioc.org/divine-worship/year-of-mercy-liturgical-resources.html
http://www.gbdioc.org/divine-worship/year-of-mercy-liturgical-resources.html
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