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“The Department of Living Justice of the Diocese of Green Bay, rooted in Catholic Social Teaching, ignites passion for the sanctity of 

human life and advocates for marriage, family life and justice for the oppressed.” 

OCTOBER 2015 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
 
OCTOBER 
 24th - FOCCUS Facilitator Training, Diocesan Campus, 8:45 

am - 2:30 pm 
 

 
NOVEMBER 
 3rd - Protecting the Dignity of Human Life: Examining the 

Faithful Practice of Catholic Medicine (St. Gianna Molla 
Guilde Event), Holiday Inn, Appleton, 5:15 p.m. 

 11th-13th -  Justice for Immigrants National Convening in 

Chicago. Visit JFI’s home page or click here to register. 
 28th—29th - Thanksgiving Shepherds Fund Drive 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 January 14th, Respect Life Mass, St. Bernadette, Appleton 
 January 15th, Respect Life Mass, Ss. Peter & Paul, Green 

Bay 
 January 22nd, Diocesan Family Event: A Celebration of 

Life!, St. Bernadette, Appleton 

Calendar of Events 
Respect Life Prayer 
A Note From the Director 
St. John Paul II and Catholic Social Teaching 
Recap of World Meeting of Families Pilgrimage 
California Legalization of Assisted Suicide 
Celebration of Life 

JFI National Convening 
Legislative Advocacy 
New Resources on Laudato Si’ 
Diocesan-wide Diaper Drive a Success 
40 Days for Life 
“A Marriage in the Lord” 
 

Family and Married Life Resources 
Help our Migrants and Refugees in Crisis 
CST Resource Videos 
Pope Francis’ Speeches 
The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intention 
 

In this Issue 

Respect Life Prayer 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you 
for the precious gift of life 

 
Help us to cherish and protect 

this gift, even in the midst of fear, 
pain and suffering 

 
Give us love for all people, 

especially the most vulnerable, 
and help us to bear witness to the  
truth that every life is worth living 

 
Grant us the humility to accept 

help when we are in need, 
and teach us to be merciful to all 

 
Through our words and actions, 

may others encounter the 
outstretched hands 

of Your mercy 
 

We ask this through 
Christ, our Lord 

Amen 
 

Every Life is Worth Living 2015, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Washington D.C. 

http://www.gbdioc.org/living-justice/family-a-married-life/foccus.html
http://www.sgmgnew.com/ecommerce/tickets.html
http://www.sgmgnew.com/ecommerce/tickets.html
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/index.shtml
http://bit.ly/1LrZ6Vg
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/55f10a1c-b310-439c-99c0-3e95976fbe49.pdf
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Eric Weydt 
Catholic Social Justice Coordinator 
920-272-8344 
eweydt@gbdioc.org 
 

 
St. John Paul II and Catholic Social Teaching 

 
On October 22 we celebrate the feast day of St. John Paul II, Pope. 

Many in the world remember St. John Paul II as a scholarly man of 

deep prayer, whose spiritual intensity impressed believers of every 

faith. He is also remembered for his stance and commitment to 

Catholic Social Teaching. 
 
The pope had penned three major encyclicals on economic and 

social justice issues and has addressed the rich-poor imbalance 

continent by continent in post-synodal documents. 
 
He later authored two other encyclicals that strongly challenge 

what he views as a prevailing moral relativism in society. “Veritatis 

Splendor” (1993) spoke of the truth of the church’s moral 
teachings; “Evangelium Vitae” (1995) defended the inviolability of 

human life against what the pope called a “culture of death.”  
 
Being a scholar of history, St. John Paul II took Catholic teaching 

to revisit the church’s past mistakes. At his insistence, the church 
acknowledged historical errors in condemning the 16th-century 

astronomer Galileo Galilei, in participating in European religious 

wars and even in some of its missionary approach in some New 

World territories. 
 
St. John Paul II was passionately committed to Catholic Social 

Teaching and social justice and peace. Through his words and 

actions, he promoted global solidarity among all people and 

nations. He constantly called attention to the human dignity and the 

rights of every individual.  He actively challenged unjust structures 

and systems that undermined the common good. John Paul II truly 

was a moral statesman whose pronouncements on poverty, human 

life and war often challenged conventional policies. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Eric 
2003 Catholic News Service 

 
 
Catherine Orr 
Director of Living Justice 
920-272-8299 
corr@gbdioc.org 
 

A Note From the Director 
 
Pope Francis’ visit to North America was widely covered in the 
news, and many have given him rock star status because of the 

millions of people following him.  I find the “rock star” label 

ironic because he continues to demonstrate humility and 

meekness wherever he goes.  Over the course of the last few 

weeks, I have heard many individuals say that they are proud to 

be Catholic because of his example.  Even people who do not 

have a faith tradition take notice of Pope Francis and are talking 

about him.   
 
So, we have to ask the question: what is it about Pope Francis 

that is so captivating?  I would argue that it is his humble 

nature, radiating smile, and compassionate embrace.  From 

driving in a little Fiat, to cheerfully greeting the crowds, to 

stopping and embracing a child with a disability, Pope Francis 

knows how to be with people. As ministerial leaders, we have a 

wonderful opportunity to follow his example by remembering 
the fact that our very being should give witness to our faith.   
 
I do not remember where I came across this quote from Pope 

Francis, but I have it up on my bulletin board in my office, and I 

think it is fitting for all Church leadership:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please continue to pray for the Holy Father who continues to 

give a beautiful witness of our faith to all people, and that we 

may all be more humble and meek in our own efforts.   
 
May God continue to bless you, your families and your 
ministry! 
 
Catherine 

 
 
 

 

Let us ask the Lord that our work today make 

us all more humble, meek, more patient and 

more trusting in God, so that the Church may 

give beautiful witness to the people.   
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Celia McKee 
Dignity of Human Life Coordinator 
920-272-8271 
cmckee@gbdioc.org 
 

 
 

Cardinal O’Malley: California Legalization of  
Assisted Suicide “a Great Tragedy for Human Life” 

 
WASHINGTON (Press Release, USCCB October 6, 2015) —

Cardinal Seán O’Malley of Boston, chairman of the Committee 

on Pro-Life Activities of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB), responded on October 6 to Governor Jerry 

Brown’s signing of the new California law legalizing assisted 
suicide. 
  
Cardinal O’Malley called the governor’s decision “a great 

tragedy for human life,” and a tragedy “compounded by 

confusion among those who supported this law.” 
  
“A government that legalizes assisted suicide sends the terrible 

message Pope Francis has so eloquently warned us against, that 

there is such a thing as disposable people,” Cardinal O’Malley 

said.  “I am sure the Catholic Church in this country will 

redouble its efforts to protect innocent life at its most vulnerable 

stages, and to promote palliative care and other real solutions for 
the problems and hardships of terminally ill patients and their 

families.”  
 
For the full text of Cardinal O’Malley’s statement, click here: 

 
 
 
Peg VandeHey 
Family and Married Life Coordinator 
920-272-8315 
pvandehey@gbdioc.org 

 
 

Pilgrims from “World Meeting of Families”  
Return with Renewed Hope and Joy! 

 
The group of 111 pilgrims going to Philadelphia for the “World 

Meeting of Families” and the Papal Visit departed from Green 

Bay as strangers and returned from Philadelphia as family. 

There were essentially three parts of the pilgrimage: “World 
Meeting of Families” (an international family conference), 

shrine visits and the Papal visit. 
 
The overall feeling to describe the experience was a great sense 

of hope and peace.  It truly was one of the most awesome life-
changing events of my life.  The visit by Pope Francis was the 

icing on the cake after attending the international conference 

with over 100 speakers. Over 20,000 people attended this 

conference. The speakers addressed the many topics related to 

marriage and family life. The 20,000 attendees from countries 

around the globe were filled with the love of Christ and treated 

everyone, including people on the streets and security personnel, 

with great kindness and joy. While we heard many languages, 

there was no lack of communication! 
 
A very meaningful part of the pilgrimage included visits to holy 

shrines and churches. We visited the National Shrines of St. 

John Neumann where we celebrated Mass for our Catholic 

Schools in the diocese, St. Katharine Drexel when the Mass was 

prayed for the Native Americans of the Diocese of Green Bay, 

and the diocesan shrine where we venerated the relics of St. 
Gianna Molla. We enjoyed the wonderful hospitality of the 

Norbertines at Daylesford Abbey where we celebrated Mass 

together and were treated to a “Taste of Philly” by the faith 

community.   
 
Click here to read the rest of the article. 
 
Click here to see many wonderful pictures from Philadelphia. 
 
You may also be interested in reading other articles related to 

the pilgrimage:   
 
Antigo Catholics Say Philly Pilgrimage was Life Changing 
Green Bay Pilgrims Bond on Pope Trip 

Diocesan Family Event: A Celebration of Life! 
Friday, January 22, 2016 
St. Bernadette, Appleton 

 
“Every life is worth living” is the theme of this year’s Respect 

Life program through the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.  We are going to celebrate the lives that God has given 

to use through his love! 
 
There will be food, entertainment (well-known Randy Peterson) 

and prayer (Grace Urbanski from Apostleship of Prayer). 
*funds provided by Wisconsin Right to Life: Fox Valley 
 
Come join us as we celebrate life! 
 
Please watch for more details soon. 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/c60f8620-f6d9-41e0-8006-b6e5343bb777.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/019e3d8d-c897-497a-9be6-e1c21dfd0b2d.pdf
http://www.thecompassnews.org/2015/10/antigo-catholics-say-philly-pilgrimage-was-life-changing/
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/life/faith/2015/10/09/green-bay-pilgrims-bond-pope-trip/73553988/
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Family and Married Life 
 
Christian Family Movement: Christian Family 

Movement  (CFM) is a national network of parish/

neighborhood small groups of Catholics and their families.  
 
Retrouvaille - A Lifeline for Marriages: A program to help 

couples heal and renew their marriages. 

Diocesan-wide Diaper Drive a Great Success! 
 
We are counting diapers from our first annual Diocesan-wide 
Diaper Drive! Some places are still holding the Diaper Drive 

this month, so the numbers will be higher, but we are excited to 

have already collected over 20,000 diapers! Thanks for 

supporting moms and dads who have chosen life for their 

child! 

“A Marriage in the Lord” 
Marriage Preparation Program 

 

The 2015-2016 marriage preparation schedule is available 

online at www.marriageinthelord.org  for registration.   If you 

want brochures, please call Theresa McKenna at 920-272-8291 

or send an e-mail to tmckenna@gbdioc.org   

Justice for Immigrants National Convening 
 
Attached is the agenda for the Nov. 11-13, 2015 JFI national 

convening in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
As a reminder, registration for the convening is now open. 
 
The convening flyer and other event information is available at 

the top of the JFI homepage. 
 
Please share the agenda, registration and convening information 

with members of your JFI committees, parishes, community 

members and to other supporters. 
 
Contact acube@usccb.org with any questions about the 

convening or registration process.  

40 Days for Life  
 

The Fall 40 Days for Life Campaign began on September 23! 

Please consider praying at one of the sites within our diocese: 

Grand Chute, Green Bay, and Manitowoc.  
 
"40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a vision 

to access God’s power through prayer, fasting, and peaceful 

vigil to end abortion." 40daysforlife.com. 
 

Legislative Advocacy 
Urge Congress to Protect Poor and Vulnerable People from the 

Devastating Effects of Our Changing Global Climate - click here 
 
WCC Capitol Update - Here’s what happened in September 
 
Action Alerts from the USCCB  
 
Health Care Conscience Rights Act (S. 1919/H.R. 940).  Ask 

Congress to fix the limitations in federal law that threatened our 

religious liberty.  The current federal law only partially protects 

conscience rights in health care. This act will correct existing 

deficiencies. 
 
Call your Congressman and Senator and ask them to listen to 

Pope Francis’ messages on immigrants and refugees.  The toll –

free number 1-855-589-5698; the message to leave for lawmakers 

is provided before being connected 
 
 
Senate Health Committee Passes Three Pro-Life Bills 
 
Madison, WI – “Today the Senate Committee on Health and 

Human Services passed three bills that, together, ban the sale and 

use of aborted fetal body parts and defund Planned Parenthood of 

Wisconsin of approximately $8 million annually. Senate Bill 260 

would prohibit the sale and use of fetal tissue derived from 
induced abortions. Senate Bill 237 would redirect federal Title X 

family planning funds away from organizations that perform 

abortions. Senate Bill 238 would eliminate heavily inflated 

Medicaid contraceptive drug reimbursement rates” (Pro Life 

Wisconsin). We pray for the full Senate to debate and pass these 

bills. 

Help our Migrants and Refugees in Crisis 
 

Catholic Relief Services scales up response to the migrant 

crisis providing relief to families fleeing conflict.  Please click 

here for the article. 
 
Catholic Relief Services responds to refugee crisis in Syria.  

Click here to read a letter from Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo, President 

and CEO of CRS and to learn how to help. 
 
Click here to read about the “7 Things You Can Do to Help” 

with the refugee crisis in Europe. (Published by Catholic 

Relief Services) 

http://www.cfm.org/home.html
http://www.retrouvaille.org
http://www.marriageinthelord.org/
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/6e759bf1-431f-46a3-a5fc-86baee6dab3b.pdf
http://bit.ly/1LrZ6Vg
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/
mailto:acube@usccb.org
http://www.40daysforlife.com
https://secure.crs.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&id=891
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs100/1110525170231/archive/1122366158998.html
http://cqrcengage.com/catholicbishops/action
http://nchla.org/actiondisplay.asp?ID=292
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/08fae5f4-a89c-427d-a358-4410ba86236b.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/2929c03c-a365-4d48-85f2-dd37ce23da74.pdf
http://www.crs.org/media-center/european-refugee-crisis-7-things-you-can-do-help
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Database Updates 
 

The Department of Living Justice is continuing to update our email database. 
 
Please contact Theresa McKenna at tmckenna@gbdioc.org if you have a new e-mail address that should be on file for 
Living Justice newsletters. 

Diocesan Website and Social Media Links 
 

For more information on the Diocese of Green Bay, visit www.gbdioc.org. 
 
Like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter. 

CST Resource Videos 
 

CST 101 is a collaborative 7-part video series presented by the USCCB and Catholic Relief Services on Catholic Social Teaching. 
 
 “Care for God’s Creation” Released on September 1, 2015, (which we celebrated as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation). 
“Life and Dignity of the Human Person”  Published on October 3, 2015. 

Pope Francis’ Speeches 
In case you missed any of his homilies or speeches from the World Meeting of Families and visit to the United States, check out this link 

to catch up on them. 

New Resources on Laudato Si’ 
 
Full text of Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ 
Discussion guide on Laudato Si’ 
Liturgy, Preaching and Taking Action resources on the theme, “Care for God’s Creation” 

Family and Married Life Book Resources 
 

A Short Guide to Praying as a Family: Growing Together in Faith and Love Each Day  (also in Spanish, A Short Guide to Praying as 

a Family: Growing Together in Faith and Love Each Day). 
 
 
A Short Guide to Praying as a Family: Growing Together in Faith and Love Each Day 

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intentions 
October, 2015 

 
Universal Intention - Human Trafficking.  That human trafficking, the modern form of slavery, may be eradicated. 
 
Click here to visit the Apostleship of Prayer website for children’s prayer resources on the Pope’s monthly intention. Be sure to click on 

the image next to the monthly intention. 

http://www.gbdioc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSnXuCxiHXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABRl2ZSs58E
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2015/outside/documents/papa-francesco-cuba-usa-onu-2015.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/laudato-si-discussion-guide.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/ecology-resource-all.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/e9737b53-4ab4-4608-bf4f-ce335e3a386a.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/e9737b53-4ab4-4608-bf4f-ce335e3a386a.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/e9737b53-4ab4-4608-bf4f-ce335e3a386a.pdf
http://apostleshipofprayer.org/reflectionsforchildren/

