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“The Department of Living Justice of the Diocese of Green Bay, rooted in Catholic Social Teaching, ignites passion for the sanctity of 

human life and advocates for marriage, family life and justice for the oppressed.” 

NOVEMBER 2016 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
NOVEMBER 
 24th - November 27th - Diocesan offices closed for 

Thanksgiving  
 
DECEMBER 
 8th - Feast of the Immaculate Conception - Diocesan offices 

closed 
 23rd - January 3, 2017 - Christmas Break - Diocesan offices 

closed 
 25th - Merry Christmas! 
 
JANUARY 
 1st - Happy New Year! 
 2nd -  New Year’s Holiday - Diocesan offices closed 
 15th - March for Life in Chicago 
 24th - Respect Life Mass @ St. Pius X, Appleton 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
 
FEBRUARY - Bishop’s Appeal Kicks Off 
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Great News for Infertility/Women’s Health 
Prayer to Confront Global Poverty 

AMA Stance on Assisted Suicide 
Catholic Mobilizing Network 
Resources on Laudato Si’ 
Living Justice Board of Directors 
Prayers and Devotions - How do I Pray? 
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Pope Quote - World Youth Day 2016 
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Prayer for the Blessing of An Advent Wreath 

 
 

Lord our God, 
 we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
 he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 

 he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
 he is the Savior of every nation. 

 Lord God, 
 let your blessing come upon us 

 as we light the candles of this wreath. 
 May the wreath and its light 

 be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
 May he come quickly and not delay. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen 
 

—From Catholic Household Blessings 

https://www.prolifewi.org/page/1782/march_chicago
http://www.catholicfoundationgb.org/bishops-appeal/
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Eric Weydt 
Catholic Social Justice Coordinator 
920-272-8344 
eweydt@gbdioc.org 
 
 

 
"Now this was John's (the Baptist) testimony when the Jews of 

Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. He did 

not deny, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ." They asked 

him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." 

"Are you the Prophet?" He answered, "No." —  
John 1:19–21 

 
 

Hello Friends, 
 
St. John the Baptist has a birthday on June 24, this is one of the 

oldest feasts, and aside from the birthdays of our Lord and His 

Mother, this is the only saint’s birthday to be celebrated. All the 

other saints were born with original sin. 
 
John is justifiably known as a preacher, prophet and baptizing 

people in the Jordan River. He is also known for his justice. As an 

example, John the Baptist once said, “He that has two coats, let him 

give to him that have none; and he hath meat, let him do in like 

manner.” (Luke 3:11) To soldiers, (more than likely Jewish police 

officers) he recommended not to do violence to any man, nor 

falsely denounce anyone. (Luke 3:14) 
 
As we journey through June, keep in mind the amazing faith that 

John exhibited throughout the Gospels. As the apostle John 

describes a man sent from God who "was not the light,” but "came 

as a witness, to bear witness to the light, so that through him 

everyone might believe". Lastly, remember John the Baptist 

explicitly taught charity, baptized tax-collectors, and advised 

soldiers. 
 
May God’s blessings be yours throughout the summer months. 
 
Eric 
 
2016 Trinity Communications 
2015 Catholic Encyclopedia  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Eric Weydt 
Catholic Social Justice Coordinator 
920-272-8344 
eweydt@gbdioc.org 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Advent is said to have a twofold character, for it is a time of 

preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First 

Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and 

likewise, a time when by remembrance of this, minds and hearts 

are led to look forward to Christ's Second Coming at the end of 

time. For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and 

expectant delight. 
 
As a family and household let’s take a look at the practice of 

prayer this Advent Season. Perhaps these ideas may initiate or 

inspire prayer. 
 
      -Attend at least one daily Mass for each week of Advent. 

-Find out when and where Adoration of the Holy Eucharist 

is offered or stop by a church. Spend time in prayer before 

Our Lord in the Tabernacle. 
-Begin the practice of offering thanks before every meal. 
-Help a refugee family get settled. Pray for peace in war-
torn regions. 
-Work together in a soup kitchen and converse with 

persons served. 
-Write a letter of faith and encouragement to someone who 

is incarcerated. 
-Visit an elderly or sick person. Take care of an errand for 

them. 
-Be an advocate. Write to an elected official and/or donate 

to a cause that provides resources to meet the needs of poor 

and low-income people in your community or in a troubled 

part of the world. 
 
Please know that in addition to January honoring “9 Days 

for Life,” January is also Poverty Awareness Month. Click 

here for more information and materials.   
 

Have a Blessed and safe Thanksgiving, Advent and New Year. 
Eric 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Celia McKee 
Dignity of Human Life Coordinator 
920-272-8271 
cmckee@gbdioc.org 

 
 

 
Respect Life Month 

 
-Thank you for your dedication to life during Respect Life Month! 

Let us continue sharing the theme: Moved By Mercy in all we do. 

There are great materials created for our use, whether in print, on 

social media, in your prayer life, in small groups and in other ways 

at www.usccb.org/respectlife 
 
 
Diaper Drive 
 
-Thank you for all who participated in the Diocesan-wide Diaper 

Drive! You are providing basic needs so that the crisis pregnancy 

centers can more fully focus on deeper needs. Your donations are 

much appreciated!  
 
 
Assisted Suicide 
 
-We hold in prayer our nation and the value of life at the end of life. 

Colorado has now become the 6th state to legalize assisted suicide, 

and Washington D.C. is currently trying to pass legislation there as 

well. And, as many of you know, the American Medical 

Association (AMA) is looking to change its stance on assisted 

suicide from "opposed" to "neutral." The Catholic Church is solid in 

its teachings that life is sacred from the moment of conception to 

natural death. 
 
2017 Respect Life Mass 
 
-January will be upon us before we know it. We want to invite you 

to the diocesan Respect Life Mass on Tuesday, January 24 at 6 p.m. 

at St. Pius X in Appleton.  

http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/poverty-education/poverty-awareness-month.cfm
file:///C:/Users/tmckenna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/3MCZTR00/www.usccb.org/respectlife
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Elisa Tremblay 
Marriage Ministries Coordinator 
920-272-8315 
etremblay@gbdioc.org 

 
 

Wedding First Fight Box   
1 Cor: 4-5 

 
Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, [love] is not 

pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its 

own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood 

over injury,  
 
I had the beautiful privilege of attending the wedding of my 

nephew just recently in Charlotte, NC.  On the table with the 

many beautiful gifts and cards they received, was an obscure 

wooden box with the message – “don’t open until your first 

fight.”  This is called a “wedding fight box” and the concept is 

simple; the box is filled with a bottle of wine, two wine glasses, 

and a gift card for pizza or a small reminder of the couple’s 

engagement, such as pictures or a Facebook post exhibiting 

their great love for one another.  The couple is supposed to wait 

until they have come to an impasse and the contents of the box 

lovingly redirects their perspective of the moment. 
 
There are numerous blog articles and stories about this cute gift 

online.  Many couples saw the box as the upper limit to their 

arguments.  For instance – is the fight so bad that we have to 

break down and open up the box, or could we possibly solve 

this and wait until a really big problem comes along?  Many 

couples said that years went by and the box was never opened.  

It became easier in their minds to solve the problem, then to 

break down and declare that their problem was insurmountable 

and they had to finally break open the box. 
 
I love this concept of the fight box because it is such a practical 

way to convey to couples that even when we feel at times that 

we have reached our upper limit, what we perhaps really need is 

a change of perspective or a reminder as to why we loved each 

other in the first place.  It is also a great reminder that we can 

really have a profound impact on others with sometimes the 

smallest of gestures. 
 
 
 

(continued on page 5) 

 
 
 
 
Dianne Vadney 
Family Life Ministries Coordinator 
920-272-8345 
dvadney@gbdioc.org 
 

 
 

Great News for Infertility/Women’s Health  

 

This fall northeastern Wisconsin became home to a doctor who 

brings new hope and healing to the area of infertility, recurrent 

miscarriage and women’s health problems.  Her name is  
Dr. Melissa Weidert and she works out of the St. Gianna Clinic at 

St. Mary’s Hospital in Green Bay.  Dr. Weidert is one of 20 doctors 

nationally who is trained as a fellow of surgical and medical NaPro 

TECHNOLOGY, a very specific subspecialty of women’s 

health.  Everything done through NaPro TECHNOLOGY is aligned 

with our Catholic faith and aims at precise diagnosis and healing of 

underlying issues that cause infertility and other problems.  She is 

the only such doctor available within an 8 hour driving 

radius!  NaPro TECHNOLOGY relies on the information provided 

by patients through specific charting of various biomarkers using 

the Creighton Model of FertilityCare.   
 
In addition to Dr. Weidert, there are two other new NaPro 

TECHNOLOGY doctors who offer treatment in the medical (but 

not surgical) aspects in the Fox Valley.  Dr. Alice Boshoven is a 

physician at Mosaic Family Health in downtown Appleton, and Dr. 

Jaclyn Mullins is a resident physician there, as well.  Both doctors 

are able to interpret charts provided by the patients and aid in 

proper diagnosis and treatment of a host of hormonally rooted 

problems.  Dr. Michelle Lopez is another doctor trained in how to 

use NaPro TECHNOLOGY protocols and has been helping her 

patients with challenging problems since 2003. 
 
If you or anyone you know suffers with unresolved women’s health 

issues or infertility, it is a blessing that we have four NaPro 

technology doctors available!  Look them up and give them a call. 
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Resources on Laudato Si’ 
 
Full text of Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ 
Discussion guide on Laudato Si’ 
Liturgy, Preaching and Taking Action resources on the theme, 

“Care for God’s Creation” 
Catholic Rural Life One Year Anniversary Resources 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer to Confront Global Poverty  
 

Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit, you are the origin of all 

gifts. Make us grateful stewards of your many blessings.  
 

Father, Creator of Abundance,  
Grant us generosity in sharing our gifts and resources with our 

brothers and sisters around the world. 
 

Jesus, Prince of Peace,  
Make us advocates of the peace that strengthens justice and the 

justice that sustains peace.  
 

Spirit of Justice, 
May the love and equality you share with the Father and the Son 
inspire us to support just trade policies that lift up poor persons.  

 
Father, Maker of the World, 

Make us responsible stewards of the  earth’s riches and respectful 

of local peoples from whose lands resources are extracted. 
 

Jesus, Lord who Lightens Burdens, 
May we look with mercy on nations burdened by debt and 

commit ourselves to their relief.  
 

Holy Spirit, Author of Life, 
Inspire us to protect the gift of creation, and to assist those in 

poverty, who suffer the most from environmental harm.  
 

Blessed Trinity, Communion of Love, 
Help us to love our global neighbors and those displaced from 

their homes by welcoming refugees and immigrants and reducing 

poverty in other countries. 
 

Father, through your Son and by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
Help us to recognize your face in all those affected by global 

poverty and fill us with the love and fortitude we need to confront 

its causes.  
 

Father, we ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Copyright © 2009, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All 

rights reserved. This work may be reproduced in whole or in part 

without alteration for nonprofit educational use, provided such reprints 

are not sold and include this notice.  

AMA Stance on Assisted Suicide  
 

Please voice your opinion to the American Medical 

Association, encouraging them to not take a neutral stance on 

assisted suicide:  
 
Dr. Andrew W. Gurman, MD, AMA President 
andrew.gurman@ama-assn.org 
330 N Wabash, Suite 43482 
Chicago IL 60611-5885 
312.464.5618 phone --- 312.464.4094 fax 
 
Bette Crigger, PhD, CEJA’s Secretary 
bette.crigger@ama-assn.org 
Secretary, Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs 
American Medical Association 
330 N Wabash, Suite 43482 
Chicago  IL 60611-5885  
312.464.5223 phone --- 312.224.6911 fax 

Catholic Mobilizing Network  
 

Washington, DC – Catholic Mobilizing Network (CMN), the 

national Catholic organization working to end the death penal-

ty and promote restorative justice, joins Catholics and many 

others across the country who are disappointed that voters held 

to the death penalty status quo. However, despite referendum 

losses in California, Nebraska, and Oklahoma, CMN remains 

hopeful that the country will continue to move away from the 

death penalty and towards a greater respect for life. 
 
CMN’s Executive Director, Karen Clifton remains positive. 

“Catholic Mobilizing Network understands these disappointing 

results as nonetheless a sign of hope for an eventual end to the 

death penalty. As Catholics, we believe in the God-given life 

and dignity for all human persons.” 
 
Please read full article here. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/laudato-si-discussion-guide.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/ecology-resource-all.pdf
https://catholicrurallife.org/laudato-si-countryside-one-year-anniversary-resources/
mailto:andrew.gurman@ama-assn.org
tel:312.464.5618
tel:312.464.4094
mailto:bette.crigger@ama-assn.org
tel:312.464.5223
tel:312.224.6911
http://catholicsmobilizing.org/11465/press-release-catholic-mobilizing-network-hopeful-despite-losses/
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“A Marriage in the Lord” Marriage Preparation 
2016-2017  

 
The 2016-2017 schedule is available online at 
www.marriageinthelord.org .  
 
Hispanic Retreats 
Saturday, January 14, 2017 
Saturday, May 6, 2017 
 
“Re-opening the Door to Marriage”  
Saturday, February 18th, 2017 
 
The current brochure is available online for downloading and 

printing.  A small supply of printed brochures is available by 

calling Theresa McKenna at 920-272-8291 or sending an e-mail 

to tmckenna@gbdioc.org.  You may also contact Theresa with 

any questions or help with registration. 
 
If a couple is unable to attend in person, an online option is 

available and posted on our website or you may call Theresa. 

Legislative Advocacy 
 

Urge Congress to Support the Russell Amendment   Contact your 

Senators and Representatives and urge them to protect religious 

institutions from discrimination by supporting the Russell 

amendment! 
 
“Notes for Neighbors” - USCCB-JPHD 
  

Prayers and Devotions 
 

How do I pray? 
What is meditation? 
How do we pray with Sacred Scripture? 
What are devotions? 
 
For answers to these questions from the USCCB, click here. 
 
For specific intentions visit  Prayers for Special Help. 
 
 

Living Justice Board of Trustees 
 
As we are getting into the final quarter of 2016 and the holiday 

season is right around the corner, you can feel a hint of 

excitement in the air. There is so much to look forward to as we 
anticipate spending fun times with family and friends for 

various holiday gatherings. This is also an opportunity to reflect 

on our blessings and thank God for all He has given each and 

every one of us, while at the same time looking at ways we can 

share our blessings with others less fortunate. 
 
Sitting at my desk while writing, and glancing out the window, I 

am reminded of the beauty and harmony of nature. There is a 

slight wind and the leaves are gently floating to the ground. I 
notice various types of birds at the bird feeders, several squirrels 

eating seeds off the ground and one fox squirrel, evidently more 

determined and agile than the rest, who has climbed the pole of 

the bird feeder and is eating right from the feeder. A mother 

deer and her nubby buck as well as a small flock of turkeys are 

all mingling together sharing the seeds and corn on the ground. I 

can't help but think we all would like to see a little more of this 

harmony in our world. 
 
As our Jubilee Year of Mercy is drawing to a close, we 

Christians have the opportunity to continue spreading the mercy 

and joy of Christ through our example and to help others in any 
small way we can to promote the cause of justice and peace in 

our world. This opportunity can present itself in our own 

families, friendships or volunteer organizations. Saint Teresa of 

Calcutta once said "I alone cannot change the world, but I can 

cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples." So no 

matter how small the deed we do seems to be to us it will 

flourish down the road. 
 
May God bless us and give us the strength and courage to 

follow in His footsteps. Blessings to all and have a wonderful 

holiday season!! 

Wedding Fight Box 
(continued from page 3) 

 
As the holiday season rapidly descends upon us – what can we do 

to support the marriages of the people in our lives?  Can your 

parish youth group host a babysitting night for couples?  Can you 

host a restaurant gift card raffle so couples can enjoy an evening 

out together?  Host a parish Holy Hour for Marriages and encour-

age couples to go out on a date afterwards. Can some couples in 

your parish hand deliver small cards/gifts to the shut-ins of your 

parish?  Can you look into hosting a marriage enrichment pro-

gram such as Choice Wine in your parish?  These are all ways we 

can encourage couples to temporarily stop what they are doing in 

their daily lives and re-direct and change their perspective, even 

just for a moment.  This quality time together can be a really val-

uable way to encourage and support couples especially in this 

very busy time of year. 

http://www.marriageinthelord.org
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/campaigns
http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=6a12384899&e=f302b2988c
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/index.cfm
http://www.prayers-for-special-help.com/
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Database Updates 
 
Please contact Theresa McKenna at tmckenna@gbdioc.org if you have a new e-mail address that should be on file for Living Justice 

newsletters. 

Diocesan Website and Social Media Links 
 

For more information on the Diocese of Green Bay, visit www.gbdioc.org.    Like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter. 

Prayer Resources 
 

Are you looking for ways to incorporate Catholic Social Teaching in your prayer life?  Try using this examination of 

conscience next time you go to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
Catholic Relief Services, the international humanitarian arm of the USCCB, recently published a great resource titled, Walk 

With Me, a 21-day journey around the world.  Download your copy here. 

Family and Married Life Resources 
 
Christian Family Movement: Christian Family Movement  (CFM) is a national network of parish/neighborhood small groups of Catholics 

and their families.  
 
Retrouvaille - A Lifeline for Marriages: A program to help couples heal and renew their marriages. 

 
A Short Guide to Praying as a Family: Growing Together in Faith and Love Each Day  (also in Spanish, A Uno invitacion para Orar 

En Familia: Creciendo Unidos Cada Dia en la Fe y El Amor). 
 

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intentions 
November 2016 

 
Evangelization Intention - Collaboration of Priests and Laity  That within parishes, priests and lay people may collaborate in service to 

the community without giving in to the temptation of discouragement.. 
 
Universal Intention - Countries Receiving Refugees That the countries which take in a great number of displaced persons and refugees 

may find support for their efforts which show solidarity 
 
Click here to visit the Apostleship of Prayer website for children’s prayer resources on the Pope’s monthly intention. Be sure to click on 

the image next to the monthly intention. 

Pope Quote 
 

“The Lord does not keep his distance, but is near and real. He is in our midst and he takes care of us.” 
 
“He prefers to let himself be contained in little things, unlike ourselves, who always want to possess something greater. To be attracted 

by power, by grandeur, by appearances, is tragically human. It is a great temptation that tries to insinuate itself everywhere. But to give 

oneself to others, eliminating distances, dwelling in littleness and living the reality of one’s everyday life: this is exquisitely divine.” 
 
“That is what we too, in the Church, are constantly called to do: to listen, to get involved and be neighbors, sharing in people’s joys and 

struggles, so that the Gospel can spread every more consistently and fruitfully: radiating goodness through the transparency of our lives.” 
- World Youth Day 2016 “God is Personal: Czestechowa Mass homily” 

http://www.gbdioc.org/
https://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/2854ec1f-165f-4ed7-8875-79740233d7d6.pdf
https://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/2854ec1f-165f-4ed7-8875-79740233d7d6.pdf
http://donate.crs.org/site/PageServer?pagename=daily_catholic_prayer_book
http://www.cfm.org/
http://www.retrouvaille.org
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/e9737b53-4ab4-4608-bf4f-ce335e3a386a.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/e9737b53-4ab4-4608-bf4f-ce335e3a386a.pdf
http://apostleshipofprayer.org/reflectionsforchildren/

