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“The Department of Living Justice of the Diocese of Green Bay, rooted in Catholic Social Teaching, ignites passion for the sanctity of 

human life and advocates for marriage, family life and justice for the oppressed.” 

MAY 2015 

 Calendar of Events 

 
MAY 
 16th - End of Life: Church Teachings & Documents, Holy 

Rosary Parish, Kewaunee after the 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 17th  - End of Life: Church Teachings & Documents, St. 

Mary Parish, Algoma after the 8:15 a.m. Mass 
 17th - “Taken”  - Human Trafficking presentation for 

students and parents, St. Raphael Parish, Oshkosh from  
       6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 25th - Memorial Day 
 25th - Memorial Day Mass, Allouez Cemetery and 

Mausoleum with Bishop Ricken, 10:30 A.M. 

Calendar of Events 
Prayer for Missing Children 
A Note About the Director 
National Missing Children’s Day 
Military Outreach USA 
Diocesan Gathering of Families 
Pro-Life Essay Contest Winners 
Burning Hearts Disciples 

Teen Parent Program: Catholic Charities 
World Meeting of Families—Theme #5  
World Meeting of Families—Theme #7 
Remembering the Meaning of Memorial Day 
Bishops’ Call to Prayer for Life, Marriage 
and Family 
Family and Married Life 
Be Alerted when Abortionist Present in 

Grand Chute 
The Dangers of POLST 
Make a Difference 
Journey of Hope 
Word of Life: May Edition 
Prayer Resources 
Database Updates 
Diocesan Website and Social Media Links 

In this Issue 

Prayer for Missing Children, May 25 
 

Mary, your own son was missing in the Temple, 
And you experienced the pain and suffering 

Of a parent weeping for her child, 
Looking frantically for the lost one. 
Hear the cries of too many parents 

Whose children are missing in an unsafe world. 
Christ, you are the Shepherd, 

Who would not give up looking 
For even one small lost lamb. 

Give solace to those who have searched long 
With heavy hearts for their missing child; 

Give them hope as well as comfort. 
And for the lost children, we pray that somehow, 

In their suffering, they, too, may be given hope to hold on to, 
That they be given comfort in the dark nights. 

Rescue your children, God, Father and Mother to all, 
Rescue those who have been taken from homes and schools, 
Lost on refugee trails, separated from families in conflicts. 

Hear the weeping and bring them home, Compassionate Lord, 
Hear the weeping and bring home our children.  

Amen. 
 
- By Jane Deren 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/6f0d2abc-7820-41f4-a15d-722ebd9a92a4.pdf


 

2 

 
 
Eric Weydt 
Catholic Social Justice Coordinator 
920-272-8344 
eweydt@gbdioc.org 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
In 1983, President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May 25 as National 

Missing Children's Day. Each year on this observance, the 

Department of Justice commemorates Missing Children's Day with 

a ceremony honoring the heroic and exemplary efforts of agencies, 

organizations, and individuals to protect children. 
 
Missing Children’s Day is dedicated to encouraging parents, 

guardians, caregivers, and others concerned with the well-being of 

children to make child safety a priority. It serves as a reminder to 

continue our efforts in reuniting missing children with their 

families. 
 
Each year, even in our own country, children do get separated from 

their families. One manner in which this occurs is through human 

trafficking. In 2014 it estimated that 1 in 6 endangered runaways 

reported to them were likely sex trafficking victims. The average 

age for children being trafficked is between the ages of 12 and 14 
years old. It is estimated that 293,000 children are “at risk” for 

being trafficked. 
 
Another manner in which children become separated from their 

families is from migration at our southern border as they flee the 

violence in their homeland. Migration analysts project that almost 

40,000 unaccompanied children will try to cross into the United 

States from Mexico this year alone. Migrant children are a 

particularly vulnerable population who are at risk of exploitation 

and abuse.  
 
Please continue to make children a priority. 
 
Click here to find out more about the migration of unaccompanied 

children. 
 
Click here to find out more about Human Trafficking. 
 
2014 Trafficking Resource Center 
2015 Justice for Immigrants  
 
Blessings, 
Eric 
 
(Click here to see how CRS is helping the crisis in Nepal. Any 

donation is appreciated.) 

 
 
Catherine Orr 
Director of Living Justice 
920-272-8299 
corr@gbdioc.org 
 
A Note About the Director 

 
Catherine will be returning to the office in June.  

While we are anxious to have her back, we know that 

it will not be easy for her to leave their precious 

newborn. 
 
We got a chance to see Catherine and meet her baby, 

James.  Catherine is glowing and completely 

enthralled with this new life she and Matt created.  

James spent his time, during our visit, sleeping in 

Catherine’s arms.  Catherine’s cue to go home was 

when James started stirring.  She was hoping to make 

it to the car before he started making his presence 

known! 
 
Our prayers continue for Catherine and her family for 

a blessed life together. 
 
  - Living Justice Staff 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/index.shtml
http://www.traffickingresourcecenter.org/
http://crs.org/
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Celia McKee 
Dignity of Human Life Coordinator 
920-272-8271 
cmckee@gbdioc.org 
 

 
Pro-Life Essay Contest Winners 

 
We asked youth and college-age young adults to reflect on how 

they are saying YES to life by embracing Jesus in their heart and 

bringing Christ into the world. How are they using their talents 

and graces to help others see that each of us is a masterpiece of 

God’s creation, especially those who are the weakest and most 
vulnerable in our society? 
 
We thank all those who shared their passion for life with us! We 

had so many beautiful entries, making it difficult to choose a 

winner in each category! We want to share the winners with you!  
 
Winning essays:  
 
 College-age young adult essay by Caitlyn Trader, Freshman 

at St. Norbert College, “A Radiating Light” 
 
 High school essay by Emily Rosenfeldlt, Grade 12, Oconto 

High School, “Dignity of Human Life Essay” 
 
 Jr. high essay by Allison Engels, Grade 8, St. Francis Xavier 

Middle School, “Each of us are different in our own ways” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Peg VandeHey 
Family and Married Life Coordinator 
920-272-8315 
pvandehey@gbdioc.org 

 

 

Military Outreach USA 
 

Last August, my husband and I attended a seminar presented by an 

organization called, Military Outreach USA. We received new 

insights into our military community (including those who 

currently serve or have served) and their families. The organization 

provides support and resources to faith communities to show their 

concern and care for the military community and families by 

becoming military caring organizations. 
 
Military Outreach USA is a non-profit organization which exists to 

encourage, engage, educate and equip individuals, houses of 

worship and organizations throughout the nation to provide a 

supporting role to our military community. This community is 

comprised of our military (active duty, guard, and reserves), 

veterans, and their families who are impacted by the visible and 

invisible wounds of military service.   
 
A FREE WEBINAR! On May 20th Military Outreach USA will be 

presenting the second in a series of webinars dealing with Moral 

Injury. This invisible wound of war not only affects those in the 

military but in other professions as well. Every house of worship 
needs to be aware of moral injury,  its cause(s) and what can be 

done in helping those who suffer from this wound. 
 
This session will focus on the various emotions, stresses and moral 

dilemmas that an individual must deal with and how they relate to 

Moral Injury. Registration for this webinar is now open. 
 
Click here to find out more about Military Outreach USA. 

Burning Hearts Disciples 
 
Check out this website that may be of interest for your family’s 

faith growth: http://www.burningheartsdisciples.org/  Come and 

discover a faith that is a relationship with Jesus Christ - who you 

can come to know intimately and personally. 

 
Diocesan Gathering of Families 

August 29, 2015   
 

“Diocesan Gathering of Families” will be held on August 29 at 

Camp Tekakwitha. This day at camp is a local celebration that 

precedes the” World Meeting of Families 2015” in Philadelphia.   

http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/0f7fdf3a-7da2-4cb5-8de7-44e6096cca3f.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/fc11b060-b0c4-460a-8a14-af22de47831c.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/64e57236-d442-4700-8df2-2d406e0d2559.pdf
http://www.militaryoutreachusa.org/webinars.html
https://events-na12.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1288974912/en/events/event/shared/default_template/event_registration.html?sco-id=1342899416&_charset_=utf-8
http://www.militaryoutreachusa.org/
http://www.burningheartsdisciples.org/
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Preparing for the  
World Meeting of Families 2015 

Theme #7—Light in a Dark World 
 

Everyone is invited to prepare for 

the World Meeting of Families. Not 

everyone can attend the event in 

September, 2015.  The preparatory 

catechism can be a tool to encourage 
study, personal reflection and 

discussion in parish groups, families, schools, or other groups, 

like marriage enrichment or with young adult groups, among 

others. This book is written so all God’s people can 

understand the meaning of “domestic church,” how the 

Church can serve families and how families can serve the 

Church. The catechism is a collection of what Catholics 

believe about human purpose, marriage, and the family.  
 
The theme for the World Meeting of Families is “Love Is Our 

Mission: The Family Fully Alive.” Love is our mission, and it 

is by loving God and one another that we 

will be fully alive. The Preparatory 

Catechesis plays a central role in each World 

Meeting of Families. The catechesis, like the 

World Meeting, is for people of all ages at 

all stages of life. The catechism can be 

purchased through Our Sunday Visitor.  

www.osv.com. 
 
Teachers, Catechists, Parents! You can find ready-made 

lesson plans for all grades K-12 about the themes of the 

World Meeting of Families. Click here. 
 
 Theme #1—Created for Joy 
 Theme #2—The Mission of Love 
 Theme #3—The Meaning of Human Sexuality 
 Theme #4—Two Become One 
 Theme #5—Creating the Future* 
 Theme #6– All Love Bears Fruit 
 Theme #7—Light in a Dark World 
 
Theme # 7—Light in a Dark World 

At its best, the family is a school of love, justice, compassion, 

forgiveness, mutual respect, patience and humility in the 

midst of a world darkened by selfishness and conflict.  In 

these ways, the family teaches what it means to be human.  

However, many temptations arise which try to coax us into 

forgetting that male and female are created for covenant and 

communion.  For example, poverty, affluence, pornography, 

contraception, philosophical and other intellectual mistakes 

can all create contexts that challenge or threaten healthy 
family life.  The Church resists these things for the sake of 

protecting the family. 

Bishops’ Call to Prayer for  
Life, Marriage and Religious Liberty 

 
The U.S. bishops invite the faithful to join a movement of prayer and 

sacrifice for the protection of life, marriage, and religious liberty in 
our country. Click here  to read more. 

Teen Parent Program: Catholic Charities 
 

Happy Mother's Day to all of our mothers and motherly role models! 

Jeanna Zuelke, Case Manager for Children and Family Service 

through Catholic Charities, will share one special way in which we 

are supporting teen mothers in our community. 
 
“Catholic Charities Teen Parent Program launched a new Tuesday 

night Teen Parent Group in September 2014. The group is held every 

Tuesday from 4:30-6pm in Bona Hall in the cafeteria. The Teen 

Parent Program makes a meal and teaches teens cooking skills with 

healthy recipes. Then Staff and program mentors lead activities that 
are designed to promote positive parent/child interaction and build 

parenting skills. The group has an average attendance of eight teen 

moms, dads, and children. They have spread the word among their 

friends, family and teachers.  A couple teens even call it “the baby 

club!” Every month the group sees more new faces. Teens are able to 

meet other parents that are going through similar experiences and 

build relationships with one another. The final group for the school 

year will be on May 19th. The day will celebrate those teen parents 

that are graduating high school with a formal graduation party.  The 

group will continue to meet over the summer on a monthly basis and 

in fall will meet weekly.” 
  
For more information about the program, please click here . 

Preparing for the  
World Meeting of Families 2015 
Theme #5—Creating the Future* 

 
Marriage is meant to be fertile and welcome new life.  Children 

shape the future, just as they themselves are shaped in their families.  

Without children, there can be no future.  Children reared with love 
and guidance are the foundation for a loving future.  Wounded 

children portend a wounded future.  Families are the bedrock for all 

larger communities.  Families are domestic churches, places where 

parents help children discover that God loves them and has a plan for 

each child’s life. 
 
*(Please note that we had miscounted the theme numbers and themes, 
misreporting Theme #5 and Theme #6.  Creating the Future is actually 
Theme #5, where Theme #6 is All Love Bears Fruit.  Our apologies for the 

error.) 

http://www.osv.com
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/about-the-event/catechesis/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/take-action-now/call-to-prayer/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/take-action-now/call-to-prayer/index.cfm
http://holly.nowsprouting.com/catholic/#/pregnancy-adoption/teen-parent-program
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Family and Married Life 
 
 
Christian Family Movement: Are you interested in getting 

together in small groups in your parish?   Christian Family 

Movement  (CFM) is a national network of parish/

neighborhood small groups of Catholics and their families. 

Parents, including empty-nesters and grandparents, meet 
regularly in one another's homes or at the parish. Through 

the use of programming and the dynamics of group 

interaction, Christian values are reinforced and families are 

encouraged to reach out in action to others. Check it out! 

www.cfm.org 
 
Retrouvaille - A Lifeline for Marriages: A program to help 

couples heal and renew their marriages. 
 
 Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 
 Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 
 Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut 

down?        
 Have you thought about separation or divorce? 
 Does talking about it only make it 

worse?  
 
... Retrouvaille provides marriage help! 
  

Remembering the Meaning of Memorial Day:  

Monday, May 25, 2015  
(from Military Outreach USA) 

 
Memorial Day is 

a federal holiday 

observed every 

year on the last 
Monday in May. 

It is a day to 

honor men and 

women who lost 

their lives while 

in the military 

service. 
 

It is traditional to fly the American flag at half-mast. Many 

people visit national cemeteries where volunteers will place the 

American flag on each grave. Memorials are attended as well. It 

is a day that marks the start of summer and vacation season. 

People will attend picnics, BBQs, sporting events, and spending 

time with family. Click here to read more. 
 
History 
Memorial Day originated after the American Civil War to honor 

both the Union and Confederate soldiers who died in the war. 

The holiday was extended by the 20th century to include all 

American soldiers. Memorial Day is formally known as 

Decoration Day. This day is not to be confused with Veteran's 

Day which celebrates the service of all United States military 

veterans. 
 
Memorial Day is designated as a day to honor our nation's dead 

who have served in the military. It is not a day for the living. 
From sea to shining sea, your church can find special ways to 

observe Memorial Day in the United States. Here is a sampling 

of ideas: 
 
1. Pray for all who have given their lives for our freedom. 
2. Read the names of fallen veterans, and toll a bell after 

 each name is read. 
3. Provide special worship music with a PowerPoint 

 presentation. 
4. Offer a candlelight service. 
5. Wave a flag. 
6. Lay a wreath. 
7. Decorate veterans' graves. 
8. Do a project for active troops. 
9. Make military care packages.  
10. Be part of a community-service day. 
11. Learn about issues affecting veterans. (Become a 

 Military Caring House of Worship) 
12.  Glorify Jesus as the Prince of Peace and reach out to 

 those whom others may forget.  

 

 

Be Alerted When Abortionist Present 
in Grand Chute 

 
If you are looking for a way to show your support for life, a 

current effort is in place where you can receive a text alert 
when an abortionist is present at the abortion clinic in 

Grand Chute. 
 
Charles Estermann will send out text alerts to encourage 

you to go to the clinic and pray there that day or to pray 
from wherever you are.  Because the clinic has no set 

schedule, this is a way to get the word out. 
 
If you are interested in receiving these alerts, please contact 

Charles at cestermann@new.rr.com. 

The Dangers of POLST 

Please click here to view an educational video on the dangers 

of POLST.  Look for Bishop Ricken in this video. 

http://www.cfm.org/home.html
http://www.retrouvaille.org
http://us7.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b55ac752deb725a2151a0ab84&id=5aa2c4cab2&e=c1aebf88d9
https://youtu.be/1uv7vjY7APk
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Database Updates 
 

The Office of Living Justice is continuing to update our email database. 
 
Please contact Theresa McKenna at tmckenna@gbdioc.org if you have a new e-mail address that should be on file for Living 
Justice newsletters. 

Diocesan Website and Social Media Links 
 

For more information on the Diocese of Green Bay, visit www.gbdioc.org. 
 
Like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter. 

Prayer Resources 
 

Are you looking for ways to incorporate Catholic Social Teaching in your prayer life?  Try using this examination of 
conscience next time you go to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
Catholic Relief Services, the international humanitarian arm of the USCCB, recently published a great resource titled, Walk 

With Me, a 21-day journey around the world.  Download your copy here. 

Journey of Hope 
 

Journey of Hope is a quarterly Prayer Service developed and led by a team of survivors of sexual abuse, friends of survivors and other 

caring persons.  It is a gathering in hope and prayer for all those affected by sexual abuse.  Everyone and anyone is welcomed.  2015 

dates are: April 9th and July 9th.   

Make a Difference 
Do you have an interest in making our community safer?  Do you have a genuine willingness to help others?  Consider being part of our 
mission:  
 
People helping people transition from incarceration into community 
 
Volunteers needed to be in weekly support group meetings for ex-offenders released from incarceration.  Contact Danel Burchby @ 920-
840-3037 or dburchby_gw.gwicc.org.  Click here for the brochure or visit www.circles-of-support.org.   

Word of Life: May Edition 
Word of Life is a monthly pro-life resource for dioceses and parishes.  It is available in both English and Spanish.  Each month, you will 

find bulletin quotes, occasional homily notes and petitions.   

http://www.gbdioc.org/
https://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/2854ec1f-165f-4ed7-8875-79740233d7d6.pdf
https://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/2854ec1f-165f-4ed7-8875-79740233d7d6.pdf
http://donate.crs.org/site/PageServer?pagename=daily_catholic_prayer_book
http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102600265125-3343/Journey+of+HOPE+January+PosterOpt.pdf
https://files.ctctcdn.com/5add818b001/d787421c-3661-4af2-afcb-065a08efd7d6.pdf
http://www.circles-of-support.org
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/index.cfm

