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Rev. Daniel Schuster
Vocation Director

St. Philip Neri (1515-1595) lived out the priesthood of Jesus Christ in an 
admirable way. His example is still relevant for any priest, seminarian, 
or young man discerning the priesthood. As the story goes, on the Vigil 
of Pentecost in 1544, St. Philip was praying in the Catacombs of St. 
Sebastian just outside the city of Rome. The catacombs were an inspiring 
place where even a few saints were laid to rest. This particular time St. 
Philip was ardently asking God to give him the Holy Spirit. 

As the night went on, St. Philip was suddenly filled with great joy and he had 
a real vision of the Holy Spirit. He saw a ball of fire begin to descend toward 
him! This fire entered into St. Philip’s mouth, and then moved through 
his entire body and finally into his heart. This mysterious fire caused his 
heart to expand to twice its normal size, which broke two of his ribs. The 
encounter was overwhelming. Both his body and soul experienced such joy 
and consolation that he finally had to throw himself on the ground and cry 
out, “Enough, enough, Lord, I can bear no more!” From that day forward, 
he was even more of a living vessel of the Holy Spirit and an Apostle of Joy.

If our seminarians discover that they are in fact called to the priesthood, and if they are going to thrive in 
this ministry, it will only be possible through the power of the Holy Spirit. This is the same Holy Spirit present 
at the first Pentecost and in the Catacombs with St. Philip Neri. As you use this booklet to learn about our 
seminarians, keep your own mind and heart set on the fire of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit animates the 
life of every disciple. The gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit are essential to each vocation as we continue to 
redefine ourselves as Disciples on the Way.
  
Here are some features that will help you utilize this great resource:
• The Morning Offering Prayer and Monthly Intention Calendar. Praying 

this offering as the very first act of each new day is a “game-changer” for 
one’s spiritual life. 

• As we continue to focus on discipleship in our diocese, each seminarian 
wrote a reflection about a time when his commitment to the Catholic 
faith grew deeper. May these reflections help you also learn to tell your 
own story of faith in a concise way.

• Each profile has a reflection on a particular Gift of the Holy Spirit. These 
may be helpful to high school Confirmation Classes.

• Use the Litany of Saints compiled from our seminarians’ favorite saints 
found on Page 28. 

• Feel free to spiritually adopt a seminarian, make them part of our 
spiritual family, and read these booklets at our adoration chapels as a 
form of intercessory prayer.

Finally, I want to draw your attention to the image of Our Lady of the Cenacle. The cenacle is the upper room 
where the Apostles prayed along with Mary and the “brethren” of the Lord while they awaited the promise of 
the Father. In our journey as disciples, it is by our closeness to Mary that we will catch the Fire of the Spirit. 
This is how it worked in the early Church!  

Invoke the Holy Spirit for Vocations!
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1st
Dcn. Adam 

Bradley

2nd
Dcn. Mark 

Mleziva

3rd
Dcn. Matthew 

Rappl
8th

Kyle Sladek
9th

Bill Evans
10th

Matthew 
Faucett

15th
Samuel 
Schultz

16th
Patrick 
Costello

17th
Ziggy Gross

22nd
Nathan Runde

23rd
Jace Scheffler

24th
Mark 

Hawbaker

29th
For Parishes
in Need of a 

Pastor

30th
For Vocations 
to Religious 

Orders

31st
For Holy 

Marriages & 
Families

Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Wisdom
Knowledge
Understanding
Counsel
Fortitude
Piety
Fear of the Lord

Fruits of the Holy Spirit
Charity
Joy
Peace
Patience
Goodness
Kindness
Long Suffering
Humility
Faithfulness
Modesty
Continence
Chastity

4th
Dcn. Jon 
Thorsen

5th
Dcn. Zach 

Weber

6th
José López

7th
Gregory 
Parent

11th
Connor 

Schlaack

12th
Jon Hynek II

13th
Benjamin 
Johnson

14th
Kevin Ripley

18th
Eric Rudd

19th
Matthew Colle

20th
Michael Uchytil

21st
Aaron Hietpas

25th
Peter 

Vande Hey

26th
The Most Rev. 

David L. Ricken, 
DD, JCL, Bishop 
of Green Bay

27th
Rev. Daniel 
Schuster, 
Vocation 
Director

28th
Rev. Quinn 

Mann, 
Associate 

Director & CYE

They devoted themselves to prayer, and Mary 
the Mother of Jesus was there. - see Acts 1:14

O Jesus, in union with Your Most Precious Blood poured 
out on the cross and offered in every Mass, I offer You 
today my prayers, works, joys, sorrows and sufferings for 
the praise of Your Holy Name and all the desires of Your 
Sacred Heart; in reparation for sin, for the conversion of 
sinners, the union of all Christians and our final union 
with You in heaven.

Grant through the intercession of Our Lady of Good 
Help that the Diocese of Green Bay have more priests 
ordained each year; and so I lift up to You this special 
intention: (Mention the Intention of the Day)

Morning Offering

for Vocations

Daily Prayer Calendar
Please Pray for Our Seminarians



3 Venerable Solanus Casey, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
God sent His only Son so that you could be with Him forever.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
The best experience I had this summer was ministering as a deacon. It was profound because the Lord showed me 
time and again how much he loves His people and how much He desires to be with them forever in heaven. The people 
I encountered came from all walks of life and were at all different points in their faith. The Lord, through prayer and 
ministering as a transitional deacon in a parish, made it very clear that He desires to be involved in the lives of all His 
people. There are no exceptions. He desires to be in everybody’s life.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the faith grew deeper in college through the help of some friends and the chaplain at the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh Newman Center. They showed that being Catholic is not just what we do on Sunday mornings. Rather, 
being a Catholic Christian means that I am in some way supposed to give my life totally over to God. This led me to begin 
to go to Mass and Eucharistic Adoration on a more frequent basis. However, it was not until I had a deeper encounter 
with Jesus that I really understood that living a Catholic Faith at the very core means being in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ Who loves you, came for you, died for you and desires nothing more than to be with you in Heaven. I discovered 
that Jesus wants to be a part of my life and wants me to be a part of His life in the Kingdom of Heaven. Once I had an 
encounter with Jesus on a more personal level it became clear that my life was going to be different. Since then I have 
had many good times as well as many difficult times, but one thing remains the same: Whether I can feel it or not, Jesus 
loves me, and He loves you too.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
One gift that I have prayed for is the gift of Understanding. I think this gift is one our culture could use an abundance of 
today. Understanding is not just an activity of the brain. Rather it is one of the heart. This gift allows us to grasp what is 
necessary for us to be in Heaven and it allows us to put things in the proper perspective. Understanding allows us to see 
problems in ourselves and in others for what they are, counteracts dullness, and enables us to see things as God sees 
them. This gift softens and heals hearts and drives individuals to thirst for a deeper understanding of what matters to 
God.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
When I was in high school I worked at a funeral home. I intended to become a funeral director but the Lord had other 
plans.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Coffee. I have a hard time functioning if I do not have a cup or two.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
When I am a priest I would love to go back to Jerusalem and celebrate Mass on the Altar of the Crucifixion. I had a very 
powerful experience there when visiting this past January 2016. 

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Venerable Solanus Casey. He is a great example of perseverance in prayer, respect and obedience, as well as humility. 
All of these virtues are needed to be a holy priest. He was also known to help many people come to know Jesus. I hope 
to do the same. 

Parish
St. John the Evangelist Parish
Antigo

Contact
abradley@sfs.edu

Intercessor
Venerable Solanus Casey

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis, WI 53235-3702
Theology IV

Birthday
January 24

Rev. Mr. Adam Bradley
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Proclaim the Good News: 
Do not be afraid, for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all people.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
One great experience I had during the summer of 2016 was standing up in my college roommate’s wedding. We shared a 
room for four years. I had not seen him in quite a while so it was great to catch up with him and be a part of such a special 
occasion in his life. With priesthood ordination near, I knew that it was probably one of the last times I would wear a tie, 
and of course, a tie was his gift to all his groomsmen!

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the Catholic Faith grew deeper when I went to college at UW-Madison. Being on my own, I did not 
have anyone making sure that I continued to practice my Faith and go to church every Sunday. It was completely up to me 
whether or not I would continue to practice my Faith. Thanks to the strong Catholic foundation set by my family, parish, 
and grade school, I continued to go to Mass and receive the sacraments and to further grow in my Faith. There is no 
doubt that this helped me to both hear and answer my call to the priesthood when it came during my time in college. I felt 
called to the priesthood as a sophomore, and from there, my faith matured even more. I went from saying a few prayers 
at night and going to Mass on the weekends, to also saying rosaries on my way to class every day and catching a daily 
Mass every now and then as well. I was very fortunate that the university had a great Newman Center that was open all 
the time to stop in and say a few prayers. I especially did this before midterms and finals!

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Studying theology in Italy and in the Italian language the last couple of years I have certainly received a healthy dose of 
the gift of Understanding. It has been difficult at times trying to learn all that I need to know to be a good priest through a 
language other than English, but thanks to the gift of Understanding, I have been able to persevere and learn all that has 
been required of me. It has certainly helped me in a few oral exams when I was able to answer the professor’s questions 
without being completely sure of what he or she was asking, yet, still having enough Understanding to both understand 
and answer.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
Every year my high school would have a variety show and one of the coolest acts I was a part of was a percussion piece 
we did on trash cans. It was pretty intricate and we would even play on the trash cans to the right and left of us.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
I am not a coffee drinker, though I do enjoy tea. I would have to say that ice cream is probably my fuel more than anything.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would love to celebrate Mass at “the Chapel” which is now known as the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help. As 
a grade-schooler we would go there for Days of Recollection. I have no doubt Mary has had a huge role in helping me on 
my journey to the priesthood.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Francis de Sales is the saint that people should ask to intercede for my vocation. He is a great example of what it 
means to be a pastor who leads with the Heart of Christ always concerned about His flock.

St. Francis de Sales, pray for us!

Parish
Immaculate Conception Parish 
Luxemburg

Contact
mmleziva@pnac.org

Intercessor
St. Francis de Sales

Seminary
Pontifical North American College
00120 Vatican City State
Europe
Theology IV

Birthday
October 24

Rev. Mr. Mark Mleziva



5 St. John Paul II, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Truly, this was the Son of God.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer I ministered in Wautoma at St. Joseph Catholic Church. Growing up, I had always wondered what life in 
the countryside would be like because my upbringing was closer to the city. I enjoyed being able to watch the beautiful 
sunsets on the wooden deck overlooking the corn fields and being able to see the Milky Way and the bright stars dotting 
the night sky without the light pollution. The neighbor’s Border Collie, Lacy, became my adopted dog for the summer, 
which gave me company. Most of all, I simply enjoyed serving the people of the parish including the wonderful migrant 
community.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the Catholic Faith grew deeper as I was just starting my junior year of high school. I went on a retreat 
before the school year started in the fall. On that retreat, God showed me that the Catholic Faith is something that is 
truly beautiful and attractive. What made it most attractive to me was that it was not just ideas and concepts anymore. I 
saw the Faith come alive in people who were my own age. I had a great love for the outdoors growing up and being able 
to spend time with people in prayer while on Chambers Island in Lake Michigan [the Bay of Green Bay] was a profound 
blessing. The natural beauty of the island combined with the reality that it was about a 45-minute ferry ride back to the 
mainland made me realize that I was in a place that was really “set apart.” This was a place God wanted to use in order 
to draw me away from the distractions of my life to encounter Him in the silence of prayer and adoration. Coming back 
from the retreat I had to make a choice if I was going to follow the Lord more intentionally. I was blessed to have had the 
support to be able to do that.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
The gift of Fortitude, or Courage, is one that is required to be a faithful disciple in our age. The Holy Spirit gave me this 
gift in a particular way by giving me the strength to enter seminary and make the decision to pursue His will for my life in 
a more dedicated manner. The prospect of leaving my home state right out of high school and not attending the university 
that I otherwise would have attended required an act of trust on my part. I have since learned that God repays our acts 
of generosity and trust more than we can imagine. 

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
Every summer my family and I would travel to northern Wisconsin for two weeks of vacation that always included 
swimming, biking, hiking, campfires, ice cream runs, boating, and the most delicious Dutch oven dessert cobblers. I 
always enjoyed being with my aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents for these weeks of vacation. They were the best 
days of summer vacation.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Water is my fuel. I cannot live without it.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
Many of my Polish ancestors were founding members of St. Mary of Mt. Carmel in Fancher [Amherst, WI], an absolutely 
stunning church with a beautiful high altar and stained glass windows that are second to none.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Please pray to St. John Paul II on my behalf. Not only is his intercession powerful, but he has served for me as a model of 
personal prayer, and of a constant desire to pour oneself out for the people we serve. 

Parish
St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish 
Neenah

Contact
mrappl@sfs.edu

Intercessor
St. John Paul II

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis WI 53235-3702
Theology IV

Birthday
March 23

Rev. Mr. Matthew Rappl



6St. Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
God has visited His people! He has come to give you new life!

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer, I was working in the Antigo area parishes. The parishes hosted a Young Neighbors In Action Program. Being 
able to help with this event was a very good experience! We had youth/school groups from Green Bay, Chicago, and Iowa, 
including our own Antigo group. The high school students experienced prayer and learned Catholic Social Teaching. Each 
group went to its own worksite to do service work for someone in need. It was interesting to interact with people from all 
the various areas. One group, to keep things interesting, started the service work with a line dance!

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
A time in my life that stands out is when I was in college. Growing up in an environment that was very protective of my 
faith, I was not challenged too seriously in what I believe. College life started for me at a small Catholic college where I 
could study the faith in greater depth. I was also challenged to live the faith more radically. The pinnacle moment was 
when I transferred to UW-Oshkosh, a secular university where my beliefs were frequently challenged, ridiculed, and 
considered a menace to society. I was forced to make that choice anew whether or not I was truly committed to my 
Catholic Faith. Challenging conversations from nonbelievers and non-Catholic Christians forced me to ponder my faith in 
ways I had not done much before. It forced me to consider what relevance Catholic Christianity has in the world today and 
how to explain that to someone who does not understand Christianity, or at least not some aspects of Catholicism. In the 
moments I experienced loneliness, I began to learn how to lean on the Lord in prayer as I made more frequent visits to 
the perpetual adoration chapel at Most Blessed Sacrament/St. Mary’s in Oshkosh. Through prayer I discovered a deeper 
relational component to the Faith that is more than just a worldview and set of beliefs.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Pope Francis describes the Holy Spirit’s Gift of Counsel as that grace by which the Lord speaks to our hearts, revealing 
the “right way to speak and to behave and the way to follow” (Pope Francis’ Catechesis on Gifts of the Holy Spirit). I 
believe the Holy Spirit has spoken to my heart and guided me countless times in both big and small ways, telling me how 
I can love more authentically and intensely in the concrete day-to-day situations. The Spirit speaks at times to my heart 
in prayer, but often also through other people, especially spiritual directors, those in charge of my formation, and friends.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
When I was in the Boy Scouts, I helped to construct a 1.5 mile stretch of a mountain bike trail in Langlade County. This 
was my Eagle Scout project.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
A nice cup of hot java gets me going in the morning and often helps me through those sleepy after-lunch periods. Did you 
know scientists named this type of sleepiness “postprandial somnolence”?

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would love to celebrate Mass in Nazareth at the Basilica of the Annunciation because that is where the Word first 
became Flesh and dwelt among us. 

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
I would ask you to pray through the intercession of newly canonized St. Teresa of Calcutta. I find her faith so inspiring. 
She so received the love of God into her heart that she became a powerful vessel of His love to others, especially the 
poor and forgotten.

Parish
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish
Green Bay

Contact
jnthorsen@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Teresa of Calcutta

Seminary
Mundelein Seminary
1000 E Maple Ave
Mundelein IL 60060-1967
Theology IV

Birthday
November 24

Rev. Mr. Jon Thorsen



7 St. José Sánchez del Río, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Picture the worst thing you can imagine in your life. If you put Jesus Christ in the Center of your life as Lord, you will be 
able to handle that.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer I invited a group of parishioners to consecrate themselves to Jesus through Mary with the 33 Days to 
Morning Glory Marian Consecration book by Fr. Michael Gaitley. We started in the middle of July and ended on the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary into Heaven. On consecration day it was a blessing to see how many people spoke 
of the graces received throughout the Marian Consecration. In the book, Mary helped us know about her Son Jesus 
through the witness of Saints John Paul II, Louis De Montfort, Teresa of Calcutta, and Maximillian Kolbe. 

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
Two areas that helped my commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper were becoming a Godfather and forming healthy 
friendships to hold me accountable. In becoming a Godfather, I resolved to be a good example to my niece and help 
teach her the faith. That means I needed to learn what I believe in my heart before I started sharing the faith with her. In 
essence, this called me to try to poke holes in what I believe to see if it is true or not by reading, praying, studying, and 
immersing myself in the teachings of the Catholic Faith. This was an opportunity to say that I am Catholic because I have 
tested it to see if it is true and to no longer say that I am Catholic only because my parents raised me this way. Secondly, 
forming true friendships with people who hold me accountable in my life for living out a personal relationship with Christ 
helped my commitment grow deeper. Without accountability for my actions or inactions, I falter in my commitments very 
easily. It has been a treasure to find friends to hold me accountable in things such as praying the Rosary daily, going to 
Eucharistic Adoration, reading the Bible, and going to Confession regularly. 

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
I believe that Fear of the Lord, or shock and awe of God, is the foundation of all the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. After having 
a life-changing confession and experiencing the love of Jesus Christ through Eucharist and the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass at the age of 20 I was speechless and blown away. Fear of the Lord helps me see that all is gift, and that God is 
always present in my life. This gift can come by having your mind opened by God through His mercy in Confession or by 
experiencing His presence in nature, art, and music.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
On the way to baseball practice my Dad said, “You would make a good priest.” I silently thought in my mind, “Yeah, when 
I am 65 and if my wife is no longer living, sure I will become a priest.” One might say I was a fairly naïve to this calling.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Dark-roast coffee. Music. Friends. Art. Michael O’Brien books. Terrence Malick movies. Baseball. Football. Boxing. Trail 
running. Weight lifting. Chocolate Peanut butter protein and pre-workout supplements.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
At the Men of Christ Conference because that is where the call to the priesthood began at the age of 20 during my 
sophomore year of college.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. José Sánchez del Río because at the age of 14 he was able to stand firm in his Catholic faith while fighting as a 
Cristero. Please ask him to clearly form me into the saint Christ desires me to become every day.

Parish
St. John the Evangelist Parish, Kohler (Origin)
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
Parish, Greenville (Home)

Contact
zweber@usml.edu

Intercessor
St. José Sánchez del Río

Seminary
Mundelein Seminary
1000 E Maple Ave
Mundelein IL 60060-1967
Theology IV

Birthday
June 9

Rev. Mr. Zach Weber



8St. Joseph, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
The infinite love and mercy of God is what our soul deeply thirsts for. 

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer I had the opportunity to do hospital chaplaincy work. As a chaplain it is easy to experience the suffering 
Christ in the patients, but not so much the joyful and cheerful Christ. One day while I was on call at the hospital I was 
asked to baptize a premature baby that seemed to be stable at the moment but his future seemed uncertain. This was 
one of the most joyful experiences I have ever had in life. I was able to help save a soul for Christ through the Sacrament 
of Baptism.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My real commitment to the faith really began in college. I am a cradle Catholic and for the most part I always went to 
church on Sundays, but I would not say that I was fully committed to my Faith. The concept of having a relationship with 
Jesus was nonexistent to me. I always heard about loving and following His commands but I did not really know what that 
meant. I knew that the Church was there to help me get to Jesus and I appreciated this, but I did not know where to begin. 

When I was in college, a good friend invited me to a four-day retreat in Chicago that changed my life. The people leading 
the retreat were young people like me. I was touched and moved by their testimonies of how the Lord worked through 
their messes and gave meaning to their lives. This was powerful to me because at one point I thought that my life was a 
mess and I really needed to find meaning for my life. It was through that retreat that I encountered Jesus in a real way. 
It was then that I understood what having a relationship with Jesus was like. God loves me for who I am and that love 
changed my life.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Fortitude is a powerful gift of the Holy Spirit that allows you to move forward through difficult times and situations. 
Fortitude is not the lack of fears but having the courage to overcome those fears. I have been blessed with this gift of the 
Holy Spirit because without it I would not be the person I am today. Entering seminary to fully discern the will of God was a 
difficult decision and I could only do it with the help of God. Once in seminary, I had to face the reality of who I am, with the 
wounded past and the reality of my present. It takes courage to accept who you are and that God loves you regardless. 

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I never played for the soccer team at Preble High School, but I had my own team outside of school.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Every morning I like to have my cup of coffee with one creamer, one packet of sugar and a little bit of milk.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would love to celebrate the Holy Mass in the parish of San Miguel Arcángel in my hometown in Mexico. I was baptized, 
received my first Communion, and I served as lector for the kids’ Masses there on Sundays.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Please continue to pray to St. Joseph for my vocation and for my continuous growth in my journey to holiness. St. Joseph 
is a tremendous witness of fidelity, love, faithfulness, and dedication, among many other virtues. St. Joseph is one of my 
role models in the Faith whom I admire.

Parish
St. Philip the Apostle Parish
Green Bay

Contact
jlopez@sfs.edu

Intercessor
St. Joseph

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis WI 53235-3702
Theology III

Birthday
June 29

José López



9 St. Thérèse of Lisieux, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Jesus Christ is risen!

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
Last summer I had the opportunity to chaperone a Steubenville retreat in St. Paul, Minnesota. Our group of almost 90 
young people from the Diocese of Green Bay joined a couple thousand other young people from all over the United States 
for a weekend of encountering the Lord. The conferences and periods of adoration were powerful and being part of the 
group from Green Bay was a lot of fun. We represented Green Bay well by being the largest group at the conference!

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
I became more committed to my Catholic Faith during high school. I got involved with Catholic Youth Expeditions, which 
was the first time I met young priests and other young Catholics who took their faith seriously. Having solid Catholic role 
models changed the way I thought about my faith and, in a way, gave me permission to take my faith seriously as well. I 
started thinking about teachings of the Catholic Church I took for granted up until then, and I began to strongly consider 
what they should mean for my life. 

I realized that if I actually believed that God became man to die for my sins, and then rose from the dead three days later, 
that was a huge deal — and it should mean something for my life! Similarly, if I actually believed that at Mass bread and 
wine became the body and blood of Jesus, then my life should reflect the radicality of that truth. On the flip side, if I did 
not really believe these things, then I did not see a point in being Christian at all. Obviously I chose belief in the teachings 
of the Church, so I began to pray about what that should mean for my life.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Fortitude has helped me a lot during my time in seminary. Fortitude is the virtue that allows us to make sacrifices in order 
to do what is right. The martyrs had the fortitude to give their lives for the faith, but often we need the Gift of Fortitude 
in the simple events of everyday life. In seminary, like many people, our schedule is busy and the mornings are early. 
Sometimes when studies pile up, in addition to other responsibilities, there are days where I would rather just stay in bed. 
During those days I pray for the Gift of Fortitude so I can do what needs to be done, even if I do not feel like it.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
Most of my time in high school was spent playing sports. I played football and basketball and ran track.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Lots of black coffee every day.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would love to celebrate Mass in the chapel of Catholic Youth Expeditions in Baileys Harbor. The Lord has done a lot of 
work on my heart in that chapel.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Please ask St. Thérèse of Lisieux to intercede for me and my vocation. She has accompanied me throughout my years in 
seminary and continues to inspire me with her example of radical love lived out in profound humility. I hope I can follow 
her example in the priesthood.

Parish
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish
Green Bay

Contact
GParent66@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Thérèse of Lisieux

Seminary
Pontifical North American College
00120 Vatican City State
Europe
Theology III

Birthday
August 9

Gregory Parent



10St. Herman Joseph, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
“God became man so that man might become God” (St. Athanasius). Jesus Christ died and rose for you. He loves you and 
wants to be in relationship with you.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
During my time in Kansas City in Clinical Pastoral Education, I got to know a group of religious — mostly sisters with a few 
brothers — called the Community of the Lamb. They eventually figured out I was a seminarian and invited me to join them 
for brunch a couple times. Their monastery was a great place to pray — refreshing, simple, and decorated with icons. 
Their liturgy was unique: Roman, but accommodating the community’s traditions like Taize-style chant and a long silence 
after Communion. They preferred to go by “Little Sister” or “Little Brother.” I was thankful for their presence.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
I had a friend in high school named Eric. He and I were interested in the same things, played the same sports, and 
developed a natural friendship. While we were involved with similar activities and people, Eric had a peace and joy about 
him that I knew I did not have and badly wanted. Eric would go to daily Mass in the chapel before school and was a man 
of faith and prayer. Thanks to his invitations to join him, I eventually realized his peace and joy was from his relationship 
with Christ. I started to pray more, go to daily Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, and learn more about the Faith. I also 
went on some retreats with Eric and our group of friends. I went on a Steubenville retreat, and it was during this that I 
was given the grace to believe more deeply in Jesus’ Real Presence in the Eucharist. Once I started to believe that He 
was really there, I had the first inclinations toward a vocation to the priesthood. I joined the youth group at my high school 
and continued to look for ways to deepen my faith. Looking back, I can see how the Lord was leading me, and I am very 
grateful for how He has blessed me.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Wisdom is a knowing that is “tasted,” said St. Thomas Aquinas. Wisdom is the coexistence of knowledge and experience. 
It is both theoretical and practical. It helps us understand divine things and then understand everything else in light of 
these divine things. The wise person brings about peace in himself and others by helping order things rightly. Wisdom has 
helped me know God better, to figure out His desires and plans for me and how to move into them. It has also helped me 
put things into perspective for friends who are seeking a “bigger picture.” In tandem with other gifts of the Spirit, wisdom 
has helped me to know how to act and what to say in difficult situations.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I made my own coffin for my high school’s man-pageant/talent show, Mr. NDA. My dad helped me make it, and I was 
carried on stage in it, only to pop out in a chocolate-brown tuxedo. I still have the coffin and just found a good crucifix for 
the top. It would be cool to be buried in it.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Sometimes my next-door neighbor comes over to drink Sweet Dreams, a non-caffeinated chamomile tea provided gratis 
by the seminary. We listen to “Sweet Dreams” by Eurythmics as we sip.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to celebrate Mass at my high school, Notre Dame Academy in Green Bay. I have fond memories of praying in 
the chapel and attending Mass in the morning.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Herman Joseph was a Norbertine priest who lived in the 12th and 13th centuries. He was devoted to Mary and given 
to deep prayer. At one point he experienced being mystically married to Mary. I desire his relationship with Mary and his 
prayers that I become a good deacon.

Parish
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral
Green Bay

Contact
kylesladek@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Herman Joseph

Seminary
Mundelein Seminary
1000 E Maple Ave
Mundelein IL 60060-1967
Theology III

Birthday
December 2

Kyle Sladek



11 Venerable Solanus Casey, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
“But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this 
belief you may have life in his name.” (Jn 20:31)

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
The Institute for Priestly Formation, held in the summer on the campus of Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska, 
is an intensive immersion for seminarians in contemplative prayer and the unique charism of diocesan priesthood. 
Every seminarian is asked to communicate to Heaven a spiritual gift he would wish to receive during the nine weeks of 
formation. I asked for the gift of knowing God the Father as my true Father, a tangible reality rather than a distant spirit, 
my Father who waits for me, his beloved son, to reach out to Him in prayer. Our Father in Heaven poured himself out to 
me in a wellspring of mercy and love, offering a prayer space filled with His palpable embrace.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
I fell in love with the Catholic Faith as a teenager. I grew deeper in love and I was sustained in love by Our Lord Jesus and 
his Holy Catholic Church during the trials and storms of life in the years thereafter when my own strength and will were 
wholly insufficient to keep from drowning. After many unsuccessful attempts to pilot my own boat, the barque of Peter 
offered unfailing security no matter the severity of the moment. When the sea is calm and inviting, human nature, aided 
by the devil’s whisper, says: “You can do this on your own. Dependency is for the weak. Row your own boat and never 
ask for help.” Such bad advice imperils souls. In dark moments, when my soul was at risk of losing the Hope of Heaven, 
Christ’s Church was the beacon of light that illuminated the path back to wholeness and holiness. No soul, upon receiving 
the gift of new or restored life in the Trinity, can fail to grow in love and commitment to the Faith, the One, Holy, Catholic 
Faith. I am a witness to the love, mercy, and forgiveness of God my Father, who has always seen me as a beloved son; 
who has always called me back into His embrace, even when I insisted that all was “fine” on my own

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
FORTITUDE, as a Gift of the Holy Spirit, gives us the moral courage to combat the evil spirit of our present day. Fortitude 
is the virtue of the martyrs that allows each of us to stand up for what is right and ultimately to save our souls. I do not 
actively seek martyrdom, but in our current world, a “white” martyrdom is virtually assured for those who resist the devil 
and stand firm in the Faith. And “red” martyrdom, death rather than renunciation of Christ, is the supernatural stuff of 
sainthood to which we are all called to embrace.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
High school will always be remembered and treasured as the time when Jesus revealed the Truth of our Catholic Faith 
in the miracle of His Real Presence in the Eucharist. This happened to an unchurched teenage boy voicelessly aching to 
know the Christ who could fill the painful void in his heart.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
After six years of lay service to the Carmelite Monks of Wyoming, I am convinced that prayer is best fueled by COFFEE, 
strong and in large quantities (www.mysticmonkcoffee.com)!

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I pray for the opportunity to celebrate Holy Mass in Ballintubber Abbey, County Mayo, Ireland. Mass has been celebrated 
there, uninterrupted, for over 700 years, even during the times of persecution when priests were killed as soon as they 
stepped off the altar, only to have another courageous man take up his cross the next day.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Please pray for the intercession (and for the timely beatification) of Venerable Solanus Casey, who began his formation 
for priesthood at St. Francis de Sales Seminary in Milwaukee. Fr. Solanus persevered steadfastly in his call to priesthood 
and spent himself entirely in service to Our Lord and to the countless souls who sought his simple, holy wisdom.

Parish
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral
Green Bay

Contact
wevans@sfs.edu

Intercessor
Venerable Solanus Casey

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis WI 53235-3702
Theology II

Birthday
August 29

Bill Evans



12Blessed John Henry Newman, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
He is not here, for He has risen, as He said! 

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
During this past summer, I was blessed to live and work in a parish outside of London, England. I got to know the city 
very well and one of the most unique places I visited was the Tower of London, where many Catholics were held during 
the English Reformation and where the Crown Jewels are kept today. While the Tower is filled with historical significance, 
I found the most unique place on the grounds to be the Chapel, underneath which lies the graves of the great English 
Martyr-Saints Thomas More and John Fisher.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
Before I entered seminary, I was a student at Marquette University. While I had not been thinking specifically of entering 
seminary most of that year, I did begin deepening my commitment to living a life of faith. It was during the initial months 
at Marquette when I began to make intentional decisions about living as Catholic through attending Sunday Mass. This 
connected my experience of prayer and trust in God with the lived experience of communion with other people. Attending 
Mass and working at various Catholic events on campus allowed me to take personal ownership of the Faith I had been 
given in Baptism. 

For me, the next step in committing to the Faith was talking with some of the Jesuits and learning about their lives as 
they lived out priestly vocations. I have been blessed with many great pastors, but through my conversations with these 
priests I began to personally connect the faith in God to the life of a disciple. This later caused me to commit my life to 
God in seminary formation. These two events led to my personal commitment to God, and gave the Holy Spirit the time 
to work on my own heart. 

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Fear of the Lord is a powerful Gift of the Holy Spirit because it is through fearing God that we come to understand our own 
identity as sons and daughters of God. Jesus says that we must become like little children before the Father, and thus we 
are called to be humble and obedient children filled with a sense of wonder about the great works God has done in our 
lives. Unfortunately this can be confused as “fearing” God as one would fear anything else in life, but this gift of the Holy 
Spirit prompts us to love God for His true identity.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
As a sophomore, I was able to go with some guys from my Boy Scout troop on a rigorous “High Adventure” hike for 9 
days in the mountains of central New Mexico at the Double H High Adventure Base. It was a trying experience, but very 
rewarding and I would love to do a similar trip in the future.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
One of my favorite ways to wake up is with a cup of freshly ground, French press coffee.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would be blessed to be able to celebrate Mass at St. Joan of Arc Chapel at Marquette University. This beautiful 15th-
century chapel was moved to the university from France.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
I would ask people to pray to Blessed John Henry Newman as this summer I was privileged to visit the place where 
Blessed Newman was received into the Church and I have been struck by his simplicity of heart as a priest.

Parish
Holy Family Parish, Marinette
Archdiocese of the Military Co-Sponsorship

Contact
mfaucett@pnac.org

Intercessor
Blessed John Henry Newman

Seminary
Pontifical North American College
00120 Vatican City State
Europe
Theology II

Birthday
January 12

Matthew Faucett



13 St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Jesus Christ, the incarnate and risen Son of God, is the meaning which you have been searching for, and He longs to be 
united with you.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This past summer I was with Fr. Michael Seis at the diocesan mission in the Dominican Republic. Over the course of just 
three weeks I saw 60-70 people get baptized, and many, many people receive the other sacraments because of the work 
of just one priest. You can see that God is working in the joy of the people down there. They have fewer things than most 
of us do, but they have even more love for God and their families. God is doing amazing things all around the world for 
all of us!

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
I grew up Catholic, went to Catholic school, and knew things about the Church, but it seemed like bits and pieces 
sometimes. It just seemed like a bunch of little facts for a test. However, after encountering the Lord deeply in the 
Eucharist, those things I learned began to make a little more sense, and the prayers I knew became more useful when 
not knowing how to pray. What made that commitment grow was going to Mass, having a regular prayer time, and reading 
the Catechism. Once I stayed in the community of the Church and made time for prayer every day I was able to find out 
what I was saying I believed in when saying the Creed on Sunday, and finally stake my life on it. Sunday Mass was not 
always earth-shattering, prayer was often pretty dry, and spiritual reading was not always easy to fit in, but I knew Jesus 
was present in the Eucharist and the Church. With this approach I went to Him and was able to say, “Yeah, I am on 
board with this. I may not understand everything, but I can believe this.” Now I am beginning to see where those little 
commitments are bearing fruit, which began in longing to experience God and know my faith more deeply.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Piety is an underrated and misunderstood gift of the Holy Spirit. Piety is not just about saying a bunch of prayers, or about 
wearing a bunch of medals of your favorite saints. Piety as I would define it is the love of the things of God. This includes 
devotions like we would often think of, but also just a sense of fascination about the way in which we worship God, the 
symbolism we have inherited and pass down, and the fondness for little ways God shows us His love. My own experience 
of the gift of piety began as a boy in loving hymns and symbols in the Church and was really a love for the Church that 
keeps growing.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
In high school, I was involved in three different musicals, including one in which I had to play an instrument I had never 
played. It was tons of fun, and a great way to see what great things a few people can accomplish by working together.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Getting enough sleep. No joke: everything, including prayer, gets much better when you get enough sleep.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to celebrate Mass at Most Blessed Sacrament Parish in Oshkosh. It is where I grew up and received the 
sacraments, and what continues to nourish me. Both churches in this parish are gorgeous!

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini. She was the first American saint and was a great evangelizer. She dreamed of being a 
missionary in the East, but Pope Leo XIII sent her to America. She made many voyages by sea and all of that while being 
deathly afraid of water!

Parish
Most Blessed Sacrament Parish
Oshkosh

Contact
connorschlaack@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis WI 53235-3702
Theology II

Birthday
February 27

Connor Schlaack



14St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Jesus suffered and died on the cross so you may have a relationship with the Father.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This past summer I went to Omaha where I was enrolled in the Institute for Priestly Formation. During the later weeks of 
the program we went to nearby hospitals and nursing homes to visit with people. I met many great people and actually 
found some people originally from Green Bay. Needless to say, we played a lot of cribbage and talked about the Packers. 
During the weekends we had the opportunity to go to the College World Series, which was just down the block from where 
we were staying.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My “commitment” was a slow and steady deepening. I first started to grow in my faith life when I was a sophomore in high 
school, where my parish had a LifeTeen program. I started by going to a retreat, and then I began to realize that I could 
have a relationship with Christ. Growing up I knew of Jesus and all the wonders He worked, but I never knew you could 
actually have a relationship with Him. LifeTeen really taught me by the examples of the core members’ and the youth 
ministers’ lives, their enthusiasm about the faith, and their willingness to walk with me in the faith journey.

I remember distinctly my senior year of high school. We went on a Steubenville retreat in Atlanta. My youth minister asked 
me to be an intern for him during the coming school year. I really wanted to prepare myself to help lead my brothers and 
sisters so I remember asking the Lord what he wanted from me this coming year. I kept hearing, “lead my people.” But 
you cannot lead people if you do not know the way yourself, so I had to grow in my own faith life in order to help guide 
and lead others closer to Christ.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
For many reasons Fortitude has really guided me these last few years I have been in seminary. I have met a lot of people 
who tried to lead me down a path not centered on Christ and challenged me by saying that there is no God. Fortitude 
has given me the strength to stay rooted in Christ even when I am ridiculed because of what I am doing. My strength, my 
fortitude, comes from the Lord and has kept me anchored when some of my friends left me and stopped talking to me.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
A week or so after I graduated from high school, I went to World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain, and spent ten or so days 
there. Pope Benedict XVI was there too.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Coffee (at least 4 cups), a good night’s sleep, and a recreational book to wind down with.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to celebrate Mass someday at my home parish. The start of my vocation was there and it is where I first 
started to grow in my relationship with Christ.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Maximilian Kolbe is saint I greatly admire and aspire to be like. His complete self-sacrifice and love to save another 
exemplifies authentic priesthood.

Parish
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Manitowoc

Contact
jhynek@sfs.edu

Intercessor
St. Maximilian Kolbe

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis WI 53235-3702
Theology I

Birthday
September 9

Jon Hynek II



15 St. Mary Magdalene, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name: you are mine. - Isaiah 43:1

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer I was blessed with an abundance of rare opportunities and unexpected graces while studying in Rome for 
a few weeks. But the one experience that continues to stick out the most for me was being able to see the bones of St. 
Peter with my own eyes down underground in the heart of St. Peter’s Basilica. That experience was made all the more 
powerful when we left his burial site only to walk amid the tombs of the popes that have come after him. I remember 
being utterly speechless, wrapped up in such an awe-filled moment.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
We all have it in us that itch, that longing, that part of our very core that aches for something greater. Many people go 
their whole lives only ever catching glimpses of their heart’s truest desire. Many people try to sate this inner thirst with 
material things, but it is done in vain. Many people are just too afraid to admit the one simple fact that we are not whole. 
As St. Augustine famously said: “Our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.” 

During my last year of high school at Lourdes Academy, and my first year of college at the Milwaukee School of Engineering, 
God allowed my own inner restlessness to grow exponentially. Things I used to love to do became bothersome and 
pointless to me. I experienced the full force of this longing but I had no idea what I was going after. It was mentally and 
spiritually exhausting. I would try to engage in my old hobbies and play Xbox or do anything else just to distract myself, 
but this just fueled the inner thirst. It was only through returning to prayer and attempting to reignite a faith life that I was 
finally able to find peace. I know most people do not have a dramatic reordering of their hearts like that, but I implore you: 
the next time you go to pray, meditate on your own desires, and foster that holy inner longing for God.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
During my middle school years, I remember hearing about Solomon in the Old Testament. The story about him that 
particularly grabbed my attention was the story about the two mothers, one fake and one real, and Solomon’s clever 
solution to finding the infant’s true mother (you can read about it in 1 Kings 3:16). The story displays the Wisdom of 
Solomon, which was what set him apart from other kings and rulers. I remember thinking, “Jesus was even wiser.” And 
so every night, after my nighttime prayer, I would just add “and please make me wise.” The result? Well I am none the 
wiser. But instead, I was given the humility to see just how much there is that I do not know.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
In all four years of high school, I only received one detention — I got caught playing Pokemon®. No regrets.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
I love music. It can energize you, calm you, keep you focused, spur meditation, and do much more.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
It would be amazing to be able to return to St. Peter’s Basilica and celebrate Mass at the tomb of St. Peter on the altar 
which holds inside it part of the altar commissioned by Constantine and near the tombs of the other popes.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
I would ask people to pray to St. Mary Magdalene for me. She was one of the few present at the crucifixion of Jesus when 
the others hid, and John and Mark name her as the first person to see the resurrected Christ.

Parish
Most Blessed Sacrament Parish
Oshkosh

Contact
johnson.ben@outlook.com

Intercessor
St. Mary Magdalene

Seminary
Mundelein Seminary
1000 E Maple Ave
Mundelein IL 60060-1967
Theology I

Birthday
June 22

Benjamin Johnson



16St. Thérèse of Lisieux, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
It is time to accept the will of God, as He has redeemed every moment through His Blood.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
After two weeks of studying Spanish in Guatemala, I heard much about an Oklahoma priest, Fr. Stanley Rother, who grew 
up on a farm. In 1968, he drove all the way to a town in Guatemala called Santiago (St. James) Atitlán to serve at his 
diocese’s mission parish. During political turmoil, he stayed with his flock through persecution and faced his death as a 
martyr. Afterwards, the faith flourished. My classmates and I were able to visit his rectory, where he was martyred, and 
attend a joyful Mass with the parishioners who knew him.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
Beginning in middle school, my faith began to become hollow as I lost sight of God’s care for me. However, during that 
time I joined a youth group at my parish. Thus began a six-year journey of God continually drawing me back to Him, with 
me only stepping forward for moments at a time before turning away. In high school I went on a couple Catholic Youth 
Expeditions where I first recognized Jesus in the Eucharist. I also attended Teens Encounter Christ retreats where I found 
a sense of Christian community. These were beautiful glimpses of a deep love that I longed for. Yet, I was not ready for 
it all. Not until going to college did I begin to discover the richness of the Faith, especially in Bible study, in the teachings 
of St. John Paul II, and in studying apologetics. I began to recognize the love of Christ in the preaching of the priests at 
UW-Madison, and especially in regularly going to Confession for forgiveness and receiving Communion afterwards. This 
transformed what would have been mere backward glimpses of Jesus into full turnabouts. Strengthened with that grace, 
I was able to walk in discipleship more seriously by intentionally trying to live out the Gospel, taking what Jesus says and 
acting on it throughout the week. My faith was deepening and affecting my entire life.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
During college, I received the desire to see everything as Jesus sees, which means seeing things as they truly are. I 
wanted to know when something is of God or not. I would try and try on my own, until finally I realized I should pray for 
that. Little did I know, but I was praying for the gift of Wisdom. The answer to my prayer began to come in the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance to spend time with Jesus, to get to know Him. Just like in any relationship, the more you get to know someone, 
the more you begin thinking and seeing like Him. When hearing of difficult situations, or being in them, God gives us this 
gift to see His love through it all.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
For all four years, I competed on the high school bowling team. It was a five-person team where each bowler takes two 
frames each of nine total games. Making it to the state tournament twice was exhilarating, although we were eliminated 
before the championship rounds, which were broadcast on ESPN.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
A cup of coffee with some cream while praying the Office of Readings helps in the morning, but in the afternoon I need 
to exercise.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
My choice would be a place where my great-great-uncle Father Edward LeMieux celebrated Mass many times: a stone 
chapel in Bay Settlement built by my great-grandfather in 1925.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Please ask St. Thérèse of Lisieux to intercede for the deepening of my vocation and for my formation to be a holy priest. 
She has already had much to do with me being in seminary, and I know she will not let me down by her continued prayers.

Parish
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Parish, Pulaski

Contact
kripley@usml.edu

Intercessor
St. Thérèse of Lisieux

Seminary
Mundelein Seminary
1000 E Maple Ave
Mundelein IL 60060-1967
Theology I

Birthday
October 10

Kevin Ripley



17 St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Jesus comes to heal broken hearts and set captives free. He died so that we may have eternal life. Repent and believe 
in the Gospel!

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
I had the opportunity to go on a silent retreat for eight days straight. That meant not using electronics or talking with 
others in order to focus on my relationship with God. I met with a priest who directed me on how to pray each day and 
discern what God was trying to show me. The first four days were difficult because I had become so accustomed to all 
the noise and chatter of everyday life. But once I had interior silence I was able to experience God’s love in a profound 
and personal way.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the Catholic Faith grew deeper the more I thought about Heaven. I recognized a desire within me that 
was not being satisfied by pursuing merely ordinary things. Although it seemed like I was doing well in life — achieving 
good grades, maintaining genuine friendships, succeeding in sports, acquiring nice possessions, being respected by 
most I knew, even living a life of some degree of service to others — there was something unfulfilling in it all. I found 
myself saying, “There has got to be something more!” God put that longing for fulfillment in me to cause me to search 
for Him. I felt like St. Augustine when he said “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you, Lord.” The great news for me 
was Jesus’ promise in Scripture: “Those who seek will find; knock and the door will be opened.” And knock I did! I found 
in the Catholic Faith a new way of looking at the world and a new way to live. The more I became involved in the Catholic 
Faith, the more true friendships I made, the more interior peace I had, the stronger sense I felt that the meaning of this 
life was to prepare us for the next life in Heaven. When God led me to that experience, how could I not commit to the 
Catholic Faith?

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
We often think of Piety as reverent gestures in church such as bowing deeply, folding hands and closing our eyes, and 
saying “holy” things. Although these gestures can be important, the heart of piety is first an interior love and reverence for 
God. This gift has been helpful in giving me a vibrant desire to love God and let him change my life — even if that change 
is difficult. It is often this gift that instills awe and wonder at what God has done in the world and propels us to respond 
to what He is asking of us. So, if your faith ever feels a bit dry or you have little energy to pray, ask the Holy Spirit for the 
Gift of Piety.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
During sophomore year in high school I entered a BMX biking competition. I stuck with the hobby in my free time and 
entered another competition just last year. My seminarian brothers came out to support me as I finished in third place. 
Who said priests cannot have hobbies?

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
A hot cup of coffee in the morning and everything is right with the world.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
St. Pius X Parish in Appleton is somewhere I hope to return to for a Mass. It is the place that I felt the strongest attraction 
to the Eucharist.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Please ask St. Francis of Assisi to pray for me. He left a life of business in response to an encounter he had with God. 
I hope to have the eyes of faith that Francis had, finding God in the ordinary beauties of life and especially in the poor. 

Parish
Holy Spirit Parish
Kimberly

Contact
sschultz@usml.edu

Intercessor
St. Francis of Assisi

Seminary
Mundelein Seminary
1000 E Maple Ave
Mundelein IL 60060-1967
Theology I

Birthday
June 11

Samuel Schultz



18St. John, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. (John 17:3)

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
At a family reunion I was able to meet my oldest living priest relative, my grandfather’s cousin Fr. Martin Hall. He is 89 
years old and a senior priest of the Diocese of Rockville Centre on Long Island, New York. It was so delightful to sit with 
him and talk about priestly formation and his experiences in priestly ministry. At the end of the reunion Fr. Marty gave 
me his priestly blessing and he prayed over me to grow more deeply in love with God. In a real way it felt like a spiritual 
passing of the torch.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
Sometime early in high school I came across the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which describes what we believe as 
Catholics. I was reading the section on the Eucharist and was astounded as I learned about transubstantiation at the 
Mass — the changing of the bread and wine into the Lord’s body, blood, soul, and divinity. The next Sunday I remember 
looking at Jesus in the Eucharist and being so amazed that God was right there in front of me — and I was about to receive 
Him into my body! This realization was a pure grace from the Lord and I knew nothing would ever be the same again. With 
this grace in my heart, I now saw that Mass was always a direct encounter with God and Eucharistic Adoration (my parish 
has a perpetual adoration chapel) was a continuation of that direct encounter.

During my senior year I became a catechist for religious education classes and I experienced such joy as we taught 
students the truths of our Faith. I also began to understand that faith is a gift which each generation has the duty and 
blessing to teach and hand on to the next generation. I was grateful for the countless generations who passed on the 
Faith all the way to my own Baptism — and now it was my turn to do the same.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Sometimes in school and at work I have felt afraid to live out my faith as a Christian and as a Catholic. I think the devil 
can discourage us by trying to convince us that nobody feels the way we do, that we are the only believer around, or that 
we should just keep our faith to ourselves and not stick out in any way. Such discouragement is a lie. We are never alone. 
The Gift of Fortitude propels us beyond our fears and encourages us to put our trust in the Lord. Fortitude helps in big 
things like speaking up when someone is being disrespected and in little things like making the sign of the cross before 
eating a meal at a restaurant.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
My dad was transferred to a job in the Czech Republic and our family moved to Prague my junior year. Our church there, 
St. Thomas, was an Augustinian parish founded in the year 1285. Statues, paintings, and even skeletons of saints were 
everywhere. I was just so struck by the beauty and transcendence of praying each Sunday in that holy place.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
I really like bubble gum, but last year I began to get toothaches from chewing too much so I recently cut back my gum chewing.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I was baptized and had my first confession and first Holy Communion at Our Lady of Victory Church in Paris, Texas. I would 
love to return and celebrate Holy Mass.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
This summer in St. John Church at Creighton University I was continually drawn to a statue of John standing with Mary 
beneath the Crucifix, keeping vigil as our Lord suffered in His Passion. Please ask St. John to pray that I may always 
remain at the Cross with our Lord.

Parish
St. Margaret Mary Parish, Neenah
Archdiocese of the Military Co-Sponsorship

Contact
pcostello@usml.edu

Intercessor
St. John

Seminary
Mundelein Seminary
1000 E Maple Ave
Mundelein IL 60060-1967
Pre-Theology II

Birthday
April 15

Patrick Costello



19 St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Do not be fooled by the darkness of this age! Conform your hearts to the heart of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of the world!

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This past summer brought me to Omaha, Nebraska, with 170 other seminarians. We all made an eight-day silent retreat 
and spent many hours in prayer to learn of the deep love God has for us. We visited an awesome community called Boys 
Town where we learned of the Servant of God Fr. Edward Flanagan. We also visited the Pope Paul VI Institute where we 
learned of the amazing technology NaPro, which helps couples with infertility by using moral methods and is growing 
across the country. Of course, being in Omaha, I also went to the College World Series for a game of baseball. 

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
Among the moments of deepening of my Catholic Faith was the recognition that the Bible was not just another book — 
not just a collection of historical stories or fables — rather a living word that spoke to me personally. I felt I was talking to 
someone instead of reading about random events and persons back in time. This occurred after college while working in 
Florida. First, a lot of what I read stung my conscience. That happens when one’s conscience has not been sharpened in 
a while. After years of lukewarm secular living in college, my conscience was out of shape. Scripture is the best workout 
plan for that. I also noticed that my own personal struggles resembled the struggles of people all throughout the Old and 
New Testaments, such as Job in his suffering, the young David facing “giant” challenges to overcome, and the prodigal 
son seeking forgiveness from his father. They all were searching for something or rather someone. I felt a subtle interior 
voice speaking to me through these words. God was speaking through the written word and most voluminously at the 
Mass. No matter how far we have gone from our baptismal promises, His subtle yet potent voice is speaking to bring us 
back from the foreign lands of our lives. After all, He is our Father and we are His children.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
I am finite. God is eternal. I am a creature. He is the Creator. Fear of the Lord is the gift of the Holy Spirit which has allowed 
me to accept my smallness in a big world. Also, I have come to respect His statutes and His creation more because it is 
His creation and we are His children. As God’s small children we are called to offer up simple prayers and remain docile 
in the sight of His greatness. Two things this does: assist me in seeking small ways to please Him while seeking to root 
out even the smallest ways of offending Him. 

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I performed in theater all four years of high school. My freshman year I was Friedrich von Trapp in the Sound of Music. My 
junior year I was the Tin Man in The Wizard of Oz.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Coffee is no-brainer here. But beyond coffee, and more substantially, are the many small periods of silence throughout 
the day.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
As a priest, God-willing, I would like to celebrate Mass at San Damiano in Assisi, Italy. Like St. Francis of Assisi, I encountered 
the love of Christ there while on a pilgrimage in Assisi. 

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Faustina. She has helped me this past year with patience, both with myself and with others on our paths toward God. 
Her awareness of God in the subtle everyday activities helps me go about my daily routine seeking His presence wherever 
I am and whomever I am with. 

Parish
Good Shepherd Parish
Chilton

Contact
zygtgross@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Maria Faustina Kowalska

Seminary
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
37174 State Hwy VV
Conception MO 64433-0502
Pre-Theology II

Birthday
January 18

Ziggy Gross



20St. Benedict, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith in the Name of Jesus, you will receive.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer I had the opportunity to be immersed in Spanish for seven weeks in Guatemala. There I studied in a 
religious community called San José Priory, which is a Benedictine Monastery established by the Benedictine monks of 
Marmion Abbey in Aurora, IL. The community is located in Guatemala’s second biggest city, Quetzaltenango, which is a 
very important cultural hub within the nation. Living there gave me an authentic experience of Central American culture 
and I hope to visit again sometime in the near future. 

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the Catholic Faith took a big leap at an unlikely time in my life. It occurred during my sophomore year 
at UW-Oshkosh, a time when my life could have taken many different directions. During that year I experienced a deeper 
conversion to our Faith through what I now identify as Divine Providence, which was especially made possible through 
the campus Newman Center. It all started when I decided to show up to the place just to check it out. Sometimes all it 
takes is just showing up somewhere God wants us. From there He is able to accomplish more than we could imagine. 
From there, I began a deep discovery of some of the depths of our faith previously unknown to me. I gained a deeper 
understanding of Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist, and the power of God’s Word in the Scriptures. I also began to 
use the sacraments more and attend Mass beyond just Sundays and holy days of obligation. After completing that year 
I felt called to look into the seminary. Because I did not quite feel ready to enter yet, I decided to join an active ministry 
called SPIRITUS, based out of the Mount Tabor Center in Menasha. My year with that ministry was very grace-filled, and 
led me into a deeper commitment and then seminary followed.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
The Holy Spirit’s gift of Wisdom has been of great help to me. For me, the simplest way to pray for this gift of wisdom is 
using the serenity prayer: “God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things 
I can, and wisdom to know the difference.” I first learned about this gift of the Holy Spirit, along with this prayer, when I 
was confirmed. Since then, I have prayed for this gift, often using this prayer, at times when I have had difficulties seeing 
how God is at work in a situation.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
During my high school years I was a successful track athlete. My main event was the 800m run. I placed 4th at the 
Division 3 State Meet in 2011, running the second fastest time ever at Lourdes Academy. Also, my 4x800 relay team 
placed 2nd at the same meet, breaking a school record.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
My fuel is usually coffee, but can be other caffeinated beverages such as soda or tea. Also, I sometimes take power naps 
if I need that extra kick.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to celebrate it at Camp Tekakwitha. This is because being a former counselor, I always thought it would be 
cool to return there and be the celebrant for a Mass during the Camp week.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
They should ask St. Benedict because I spent the past year living in two Benedictine communities, Conception Abbey 
and San José Priory, and I have acquired a taste for Benedictine spirituality. Through St. Benedict’s intercession and 
spirituality I have deepened my prayer life, especially with meditation on the Scriptures.

Parish
St. Jude the Apostle Parish
Oshkosh

Contact
erudd@conception.edu

Intercessor
St. Benedict

Seminary
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
37174 State Hwy VV
Conception MO 64433-0502
College IV

Birthday
December 28

Eric Rudd



21 St. Peter, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
God is not our coach. He is our Father. The greater our weakness is, the stronger His love.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
I spent the 2015-16 school year with AgriCorps teaching agriculture at a high school in Pong-Tamale, Ghana, West Africa. 
In June, I had to say good-bye to the teachers, students, and community members I made friends with during the year. 
The most memorable part of my final week in Ghana was celebrating the year with my Ghanaian family. They prepared my 
favorite meal, rice balls and groundnut soup, and we spent Sunday afternoon taking pictures and dancing to Ghanaian 
tunes. Despite being sad to leave family and friends, it was great to come home and see my family.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
I have learned the best way to allow my Catholic Faith to grow is to surround myself with a strong Catholic community and 
get involved to make it stronger. My second year of graduate school at the University of Idaho is when my commitment 
to the Catholic Faith grew deeper. By simply staying after Mass for donuts and juice I was able to meet and make 
friends with several other Catholic students and the priest on campus. From there I became more involved in the Vandal 
(University of Idaho nickname) Catholic student events including Ultimate Frisbee, Theology on Tap and pizza night, and 
Holy Hour. The biggest commitment I made to growing in my Faith was simply forfeiting a free weekend to participate in 
“Vandal Awakening,” a weekend retreat for Catholic students. The retreat on beautiful Lake Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, was 
filled with prayer, song, sports, and western swing dancing. Most importantly, it was with a group of students who were 
also looking to grow deeper in their Faith. The presence of the Holy Spirit was felt. After returning from the retreat, I began 
to schedule my school days around adoration, Bible studies, and daily Mass. I still dedicated the proper time to classes 
and research to earn an MS in meat science. However, I always tried to put my faith first.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Fear of the Lord! It can cause suffering, but it will never lead to regret. Fear of the Lord is what has kept me committed to 
growing deeper in the Catholic Faith. For example, in grade school, I would often think about life after death. This caused 
me to have a painful feeling of nothingness inside of me. Looking back now I think the pain was a Gift of the Holy Spirit 
(Fear of the Lord). The nothingness was the space in my heart open for the Holy Spirit to fill throughout my life. Thinking 
about death as a child caused great suffering. But what a great gift! It still drives me to draw closer to Jesus and fill that 
emptiness with the Holy Spirit.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I grew up on a family farm with beef cattle and sheep. My two brothers and I were very involved in 4-H and FFA. We 
competed in state and national livestock judging contests and shows. The highlight of my showing career was when we 
won Champion Simmental Cow/Calf pair at the National Junior Show in Des Moines, IA.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Milk and cereal! Anytime of day. 

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
Immaculate Conception in Luxemburg, Wisconsin. It is my home parish and where I went to Mass 6 days a week as a 
grade-schooler.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Peter. We all can relate to St. Peter in our feeling of unworthiness to be called by God into deeper relationship with His 
son Jesus. I often try to follow my plans. But like Peter, I want to follow the plan Jesus has for me.

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis WI 53235-3702
Pre-Theology I

Birthday
October 21

Parish
Immaculate Conception Parish
Luxemburg

Contact
mcolle@sfs.edu

Intercessor
St. Peter

Matthew Colle



22St. Stephen, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
By Christ Jesus crucified we have freedom from darkness and by His glorious resurrection hope unto eternal life! 

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer, I was blessed to spend a week and a half vacationing with my family in Rapid City, South Dakota. Though 
we see each other regularly, it was a fantastic experience to go somewhere and simply bond as a family. We were able 
to visit the presidents on Mt. Rushmore, horseback trails in Wyoming, appreciate God’s handiwork in the Badlands and 
much more. Perhaps my favorite memory was when we were stopped by a herd of buffalo crossing the Black Hills Nature 
Trail and had them pass within arm’s reach of our vehicle!

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the Catholic Faith deepened shortly after high school, emerging from a crisis of personal faith. Despite 
18 years of weekly Mass participation, Christian music, one-on-one religious education lessons, and a positive, uplifting 
homeschool environment my parents had blessed me with, I was not sure I wanted to be Catholic any longer. Although 
I knew much of what the Catholic Church taught, I did not really understand why it taught these things. Furthermore, 
personal reasons also began to trigger a desire to potentially leave my childhood religion for a more accommodating 
Christian denomination.So over the course of the following months, I set out to disprove the Catholic Faith, focusing 
primarily on doctrines and traditions that I either did not fully understand or disagreed with — Purgatory, infant Baptism, 
and saintly intercession to name a few. I raised my objections with Catholics I knew and each time they were unable to 
answer my questions I counted towards disproving the Faith. Though I became more and more comfortable with the idea 
of leaving the Faith, it was the Eucharist that destroyed my entire strategy. Try as I might, I could not disprove it through 
reason, Scripture or Church history and slowly began to conclude that not only is the Eucharist the REAL DEAL, but that 
His Church upon Earth subsists in the Catholic Church!

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
The Gift of Fortitude has helped empower me to do things I normally would not do. It has given me the courage to honestly 
reflect upon my faith and life journey as well as give witness to others on how God has touched my life. Without this gift 
I probably would not have been able to give a witness talk for my parish or apply for seminary. Additionally, it made me 
more comfortable in discussing my beliefs and defending the Faith in public. Perhaps my fondest memories in the private 
sector will be my religious and political discussions with my co-workers and friends. Though some were uncomfortable at 
times, these honest discussions helped me understand and appreciate different points of view and hopefully vice versa. 

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I starting earning college credit at age 16 by taking CLEP and DANTES exams and had accumulated over 90 credits by 
the time I graduated high school, which counted towards my accredited bachelor’s from Thomas Edison State University.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Water and strong, black coffee are staples in my everyday life, though on occasion nothing beats a good iced mocha! 

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to celebrate Mass at St. Peter and Paul Parish in Hortonville as it is my home parish and enjoy how the entire 
parish sings during the liturgy.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Stephen for his vision and singleness of purpose towards the proclamation of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
through his intercession, I too may learn simplicity of life and be filled with the same zeal for our Lord. 

Parish
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish
Hortonville

Contact
muchytil@sfs.edu

Intercessor
St. Stephen

Seminary
St. Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 South Lake Dr
St. Francis WI 53235-3702
Pre-Theology I

Birthday
May 10

Michael Uchytil



23 St. Agnes, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Jesus desires you so much that He suffered, died, and rose specifically for you! You are His beloved! 

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer I was a Totus Tuus teacher for the Diocese of Green Bay. One of the more memorable experiences was 
teaching the kids about Marian consecration. I taught them about St. Maximilian Kolbe’s devotion to the Immaculata 
and told them about how they can consecrate themselves. Later that day, we heard that one of the boys in the class went 
home and told his mom that he was super excited to consecrate himself to Mary. He wanted to use the book 33 Days to 
Morning Glory to prepare himself!

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the Faith started to grow in middle school. I was trying to be someone that I was not because I wanted 
to fit in. I was sick and tired of not being genuine. I desired love that I was not receiving through any of these worldly 
venues. Then one day when I was in 7th grade I was crying in my bedroom. I turned my radio on and the song “By Your 
Side” by Tenth Avenue North came on. The chorus goes, “Cause I’ll be by your side, whenever you fall in the dead of night, 
and please don’t fight these hands that are holding you ’cause my hands are holding you.” At that moment I knew more 
of the love of the Father for me. 

After that, I really wanted to get more involved with the Faith. I went on Extreme Faith Camps, Steubenville Youth 
Conferences, and other events put on by my parish. Through these opportunities I learned that I was not the only one 
who wanted to grow in my faith, and I was able to take my faith more seriously with others. I cannot say how important it 
was for me to be around good Catholic friends.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
The Fear of the Lord is deeply connected to love. When you love a person, you fear hurting them. When you love God 
with all of your heart you never want to hurt Him. The Father offers us His love, and we are invited to respond. Fear of the 
Lord helps us respond in love and desire for union with the Trinity. This gift has been helpful in my struggles with sin. Why 
would I want to hurt the person that loves me the most? It also helps me know that God will give me the strength to sin 
less and grow in virtue. For if I were to try to attain perfection without God I would fail miserably, but with the Holy Spirit 
I can do anything. 

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I qualified for the National Forensics Competition twice. Forensics is like speech and debate with a lot of categories. My 
category was duo interpretation where my partner and I performed a 10-minute skit without looking at or touching each other. 

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
In the morning I like to have a cup of coffee with a little milk. To end the day I have a cup of chamomile tea!

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to celebrate Mass at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help. I always feel Mary’s presence/intercession 
there and it is my favorite place to pray. 

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
Please ask for the intercession of St. Agnes. I love her example of courage and willingness to suffer for Christ. She trusted 
fully in the Father’s will, and she loved Jesus with all of her heart. I desire that extraordinary trust and love.

Parish
St. John Nepomucene Parish
Little Chute

Contact
ahip95@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Agnes

Seminary
University of St. Thomas 
2115 Summit Ave #3404
St. Paul MN 55105-1048
College III

Birthday
December 27

Aaron Hietpas



24St. Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
By His death, Jesus Christ paid the price for us to be in communion with Him and the whole Trinity — Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit — both now and forever.

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer I served at Catholic Youth Expeditions. One evening we had an event in Appleton the day before leaving on 
an expedition. At the event, I was playing Frisbee with some high school students when I felt the Holy Spirit prompt me 
to invite them on the expedition leaving the next day. In spontaneity of the Spirit, one of the students decided he would 
come! The next day he showed up, and he had the time of his life. He subsequently came on another expedition and will 
be coming on more in the future. Praise God!

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
I have tried to live out my faith since I was very young, but it has always been a process of learning to trust God and 
give him my entire life. The summer before freshman year of high school I went on a Steubenville Youth Conference. 
Throughout the retreat the speakers emphasized over and over that Jesus Christ was truly present in the most Holy 
Eucharist. I was deeply struck by this and marveled at how much God must love us to come under the appearance of 
bread and wine. I also remember experiencing a fullness of life on the retreat. I felt deep friendship and joy. It seemed 
that this was the way life was meant to be. All of this was deeply consoling to my heart, realizing that God wanted to give 
me true happiness in His will. 

After this retreat, I had a greater fervor to be a disciple and give my whole life to Jesus. I began praying more often. I 
entered more deeply into the Mass and I increased my desire to overcome sin and grow in virtue. In short, I was striving 
to give my whole life to Jesus. This task, of course, is still taking place, but at that conference the seeds of complete trust 
and abandonment began to grow in my heart.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
Fortitude has greatly helped me overcome fearfulness. Although it should not be, it is a scary concept to give our whole 
selves to Jesus. Our hearts, wounded by sin, often distrust that He will really be enough to satisfy us and that He really 
desires what is best for us. Though illogical, we do not believe that living as God wants will truly make us happy. Fortitude 
has greatly helped me overcome that wound of distrust in my own heart. I have grown in confidence in His mercy, and I have 
grown in my ability to share my faith with others. I have also been freed of many of the fears surrounding becoming a priest.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I was an artist. Actually I was a sandwich artist at Subway! Now, I can make a mean sandwich. You name it, I will make it.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Coffee. I began drinking it one week this past year when I was really tired. Now I drink it almost daily!

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to revisit the side Marian chapel in Mundelein, Illinois, at Marytown because it is so beautiful. I recently visited 
there and was blown away by the altar and the Stations of the Cross.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Teresa of Calcutta because I experienced her influence firsthand this summer through one of her sisters, Mother Mary 
Catherine of the Divine Word, at Catholic Youth Expeditions. I am also moved by her desire to do God’s will always and 
want to imitate that.

Parish
St. John Nepomucene Parish
Little Chute

Contact
nrunde555@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Teresa of Calcutta

Seminary
University of St. Thomas 
2115 Summit Ave #6131
St. Paul MN 55105-1048
College III

Birthday
August 6

Nathan Runde



25 St. Thérèse of Lisieux, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Receive the love of Christ and place your wounds in His so that they may be healed!

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
I received the opportunity to participate in the 2016 World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland. I was blessed to be surrounded 
by over 2 million Catholic youth witnessing to their faith and love for Jesus Christ. In the days leading up to the event my 
group was hosted by Polish parish families. They were unbelievably generous and served us copious amounts of blueberry 
pierogi, and kielbasa. My favorite moment was watching Pope Francis drive by 20 feet away while I was standing in a 
cramped bush with a bunch of Brazilians.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment grew deeper during high school as I became more intentional about my faith, prayer, and the Holy Mass. 
Two of the largest influences on my faith were lectoring at my parish and going to a Wednesday morning Mass held at my 
school. I later learned about Catholic service trips like Catholic Heart Work Camp and Catholic youth conferences such as 
the National Catholic Youth Conference and Steubenville. At these events I was able to get to know people my age who were 
growing in their faith, just like me, and willing to witness to others about their love of Christ. I also had wise teachers who 
explained how prayer is not like calling out to God through a megaphone but more a two-way conversation that requires a lot 
of listening and patience. This was a huge help to me. I was also blessed with some great friends who got the idea to start 
our own Bible study during lunch breaks. All the opportunities I took advantage of during high school brought me a lot of joy 
and drew me deeper into a love of my Catholic Faith. I learned that as long as I never gave up on my faith, and as long as I 
kept praying to God for Him to work through me, opportunities to know Him better would always show up.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
During the past year one of the most helpful Gifts of the Holy Spirit has been Counsel. Counsel assists in identifying how 
someone can best adhere to the will of God, which helped guide me to the path of entering seminary this year. Following 
God’s plan requires us to grow in trust of the Lord, and as I have sought out the Holy Spirit’s counsel, I have in turn learned 
to develop a more trusting relationship with Him. Invoking the Holy Spirit can be a powerful asset to one’s spiritual life 
and formation. I can only hope to receive more graces and gifts from the Holy Spirit as I continue discernment.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I participated in each of the plays and musicals put on at my high school. In every production, except one, I worked with 
the lighting and sound equipment. Our last musical production my senior year I was given the opportunity to play the 
leading male role of Danny Zuko for Grease. It was an awesome experience. Go Grease Lighting!

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
Ice-cold, refreshing tap water keeps me going throughout the day. There is nothing like having a bottle of water at the 
ready whenever I need a boost.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
I would like to celebrate the Holy Mass at my home parish of St. John the Baptist in Menasha. I have been a parishioner 
at St. John’s my whole life, and I would like to offer up my gratitude to the Church.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
I would appreciate prayers for the intercession of St. Thérèse of Lisieux for my vocation. She has been an inspiration to 
me in the way of living a simple and humble life. Her love of Christ and the means by which she describes His love for us 
stirred up in me a greater desire for our eternal kingdom in Heaven.

Parish
St. John the Baptist Parish
Menasha

Contact
jjscheffler@outlook.com

Intercessor
St. Thérèse of Lisieux

Seminary
University of St. Thomas 
2115 Summit Ave #6312
St. Paul MN 55105-1048
College III

Birthday
December 19

Jace Scheffler



26St. Augustine, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Jesus Christ, truly present in the Eucharist, is reaching out to bring you to the Father. Follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance!

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
The Conception Seminary application was a hurdle that strengthened my belief that I can follow this path because, while 
working full-time, I got done in 3 months what usually takes a lot longer. As people found out that I had a strong Catholic 
faith and the reason I was leaving the area, they would ask me for prayers. Some wanted explanations about Catholic 
teaching! June evenings I had lots of fun stage-managing the Riverside Players’ play, working with many people who have 
done theater with me for years. During May/June my dad and I hand-built raised beds in the kitchen garden.

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
I went on a Steubenville Youth Conference before my sophomore year in high school. That is a trip that needs to be 
experienced to be fully understood. It definitely brought me into a closer relationship with the Eucharist, which is at the 
center of our Faith. Following that, my preparation for Confirmation was an important time during which I questioned many 
of the Church’s teachings with my sponsor in order to gain a deeper understanding. Questions are important, but you 
must be able to accept the answer, even if you continue searching. Many of the saints talk about growing to understand 
our rituals or practices only over the course of time with insights and revelations from God. There is nothing like being 
in the world with Catholics and non-Catholics who question things about Catholicism because they want to understand. 
After high school, while I was in college and then working in the world, I had occasions when I was confronted by a variety 
of people who were seeking the truth. Whether they knew it or not, that is what caused them to ask me questions about 
my Catholic faith, to which I would always provide the best answer I had, and sometimes that was “I don’t know; have to 
look that up.” This helped my commitment to the faith of my upbringing.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
The gift of Understanding has been a vital instrument in forming who I am. Since a young age, I have loved observing the 
world. I wanted to know the back story to everything, but was too shy to ask. “With patience comes understanding.” One 
who wishes to understand another must listen to the entire argument. God has given me the great gift of understanding, 
which till now helped me find connections to others. Now I will use my understanding to help me not only gain wisdom 
and the other gifts, but also see how the gifts are connected, and bring that to other people.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I was involved in almost every theater production in high school. I also concocted interesting mixed groups for solo/
ensemble, even arranging approved music.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
In the morning it is good ole black coffee. Then it is Door County cherry coffee for a taste of home. The rest of the day it 
is loose-leaf tea, preferably Door County cherry or chai.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Greenville, WI, because my grandparents belong there, my parents were married 
there, I was baptized there, and I would love to celebrate in the beautiful new building that I hope they get to build.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
St. Augustine because his vocation process inspired me to pursue seminary. I also love his charismatic zeal that 
accompanies his teachings, which I long to learn to put to use beyond myself, and to not lose that feeling within me.

Parish
St. Pius X Parish
Appleton

Contact
hawbsmusic@gmail.com

Intercessor
St. Augustine

Seminary
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
37174 State Hwy VV
Conception MO 64433-0502
College I

Birthday
November 17

Mark Hawbaker



27 St. Ignatius of Loyola, pray for us!

Proclaim the Good News: 
Behold, I have great things in store for you!

Tell us about a great experience that you had during the summer of 2016:
This summer, I traveled across the country with my whole family, all thirteen of us, to Pennsylvania for my cousin’s 
wedding. On the way out we stayed with some family in Akron, OH. I played Frisbee golf daily with my dad, brothers, and 
cousins while we were there for the week. The wedding ceremony was beautiful, and it was great fun to catch up with 
some cousins I have not seen in years. 

When did your commitment to the Catholic Faith grow deeper?
My commitment to the Faith slowly grew deeper and deeper over time through prayer, but a few moments in particular 
stand out. When I went on a Colorado Leadership Retreat two years ago, I heard Christ speak to me in a unique way 
from up on the Rocky Mountains. On the retreat they emphasized that God wants to transform me, not tweak nor slightly 
improve me for a while, but completely transform me into the man He wants me to be. That was the message I needed 
to hear badly. I made a commitment at that time to seek God’s help to grow in purity of heart, mind, and body, so that I 
could be free to love. That promise was key in my commitment to the Faith. 

Getting confirmed was monumental in my faith journey as well. I took the name Ignatius. Having supernatural grace 
flowing from the Holy Spirit into me has changed me more than anything else. Anytime life gets muddled, I can ask 
for a spirit of renewed clarity to continue on my journey in the Catholic Faith. My commitment to the Faith has grown 
tremendously over time thanks to the retreats I have been on and mostly due to the Sacraments.

Offer us a few words about one Gift of the Holy Spirit and how it has helped you:
I would say Wisdom is the gift that has benefited me the most in the relatively short time I have been confirmed. Teenaged 
boys are not exactly known for exuding wisdom, but thanks to the Holy Spirit I have been able to make a few good judgment 
calls. One of the blessings in my life has been this insight from the Spirit: Whenever I am reluctant to do something, I ask 
myself: “Is it because I am too lazy, too scared, or legitimately too exhausted?” If I am too lazy, I give myself a little kick 
in the seat, buckle down, and follow through with the activity. If I am scared, I take it to prayer, ask Jesus to walk with me 
through my fear, and carry on. I give God the credit for helping me to discern where I am in life and where I need to go.

Share an interesting fact about your high school years:
I was first chair viola at the public high school for all four years of high school.

Other than prayer, what is your fuel?
I have made a few playlists of music that help motivate me on cloudy days and/or Thursday mornings.

As a priest, God-willing, where would you most like to celebrate the Holy Mass?
The prospect of celebrating Mass at the Marian apparition site, the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, excites me.

Which saint should people ask to intercede for your vocation?
People that want to pray for me should ask for the intercession of St. Ignatius of Loyola. I took his name as my Confirmation 
name mostly because he was a soldier for Christ and that is what I am called to be too.

Parish
St. Katharine Drexel Parish
Kaukauna

Contact
vand2743@stthomas.edu

Intercessor
St. Ignatius of Loyola

Seminary
University of St. Thomas 
2115 Summit Ave #6071
St Paul MN 55105-1048
College I

Birthday
February 8

Peter Vande Hey



Fr. Daniel Schuster

O God, 
who willed to provide shepherds for your people,
pour out in your Church 
a spirit of piety and fortitude, 
to raise up worthy ministers for your altars
and make them ardent 
yet gentle heralds of your Gospel.
Through Christ our Lord.

Collect of the Mass for Vocations to Holy Orders
from The Roman Missal: Third Typical Edition

Office of Vocations

Vocation Director
Home Parish:
Most Blessed Sacrament Parish
Oshkosh, WI

Contact:
(920) 272-8293
dschuster@gbdioc.org

Schools Attended:
Drake University, Des Moines, IA
BS Business Management
Mundelein Seminary
STB Sacred Theology, M. Div
The Liturgical Institute

Prayer for Vocations

Fr. Quinn Mann
Associate 
Vocation Director
Catholic Youth Expeditions:
Founder/Spiritual Director

Contact:
(920) 312-0070
fatherquinnmann@gmail.com

Litany of Saints for Our Seminarians
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!

Ss. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, pray for us!
St. Joseph, pray for us!

Ss. Peter & Paul, pray for us!
Ss. John & James, pray for us!

St. Mary Magdalene, pray for us!
St. Stephen, pray for us!

St. Agnes, pray for us!
St. José Sánchez del Río, pray for us!

St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us!
St. Augustine, pray for us!

St. Francis de Sales, pray for us!
St. John Paul II, pray for us!

St. Benedict, pray for us!
St. Francis, pray for us!

St. Herman Joseph, pray for us!
St. Ignatius Loyola, pray for us!
St. Francis Xavier, pray for us!

St. Philip Neri, pray for us!
St. John Mary Vianney, pray for us!

St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, pray for us!
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, pray for us!

St. Faustina, pray for us!
St. Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us!

Blessed John Henry Newman, pray for us!
Venerable Solanus Casey, pray for us!

All holy men and women
Saints of God, pray for us!
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What is God Calling YOU to Do?

DiocesanPriest.com
DiocesanPriest.com serves ordinary men who are 
responding to their call to holiness and offers guidance for 
the question: “Is Jesus Christ calling me to be a Catholic 
priest?” Read the blog, use the interactive Vocation Director 
Finder, and discover what it means to be a Diocesan Priest!

Find the answers to your questions:
• Am I being called?
• What does it look like?
• Who do I talk to?
• What can I read?
• What do the saints say?
• What do the popes say?

Catholic Youth Expeditions
It’s pretty simple.  Catholic Youth Expeditions is an ecclesial community of 
the New Evangelization.  JP II states in Pastores Dabo Vobis, “ecclessial 
communities are not antithetical to the Church. Rather they regenerate its 
historical and existential nature.”  In other words, “They’re IMPORTANT!”

Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche Communties states, “Our world has more 
and more need of ‘intermediate’  --places where people can find a certain 
interior freedom before they make their decision. A place where they can 
discover their deep selves.”

That’s what we are...a place where interior freedom can be discovered through love, mercy and forgiveness. 
We are a pre-formative intermediate community for young adults who want to follow Jesus Christ and His 
Church plain and simple. We are all about formation, not training. About people and not numbers. Souls and 
not money.  Grace over sin. Life over death. Fun & faith over rigidity and empty ritual. A place of mercy, a place 
of healing. So simple, we tend to forget about it, but the thing the Church needs most.

CYE Base Camp - All of our retreat expeditions leave from this coffee house. It is the place where we gather 
and gear up to make an expedition to Saint Joseph Formation Center! Base Camp offers a sustained place of 
community for people to meet and share faith, coffee, pizza, and Door County Cherry Smoothies!

St. Joseph the Worker Formation Center is home to Catholic Youth Expeditions and the newly founded 
religious community, the Missionaries of the Word. It is a 7.5 acre property on the beach of Kangaroo Lake. We 
have men’s and women’s dorms (during fall, winter, and spring), a pizza oven and back patio, Frasatti field for 
intense games of ultimate frisbee, and a super simple chapel for the sacraments.

St. Joseph Formation Center
3035 O’Brien Road
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
920-573-0290 (north 0ffice)

CYE Base Camp Coffee House 
1000 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Appleton, WI 54914
920-574-3621 (south office)

To Learn More:
cyexpeditions.org
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It’s pretty simple.  Catholic Youth Expeditions is an ecclesial 
community of the New Evangelization.  JP II states in 
Pastores Dabo Vobis, “ecclessial communities are not 
antithetical to the Church. Rather they regenerate its 
historical and existential nature.”  In other words, “They’re 
IMPORTANT!”

Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche Communties states, “Our 
world has more and more need of ‘intermediate’  --places 
where people can find a certain interior freedom before 
they make their decision. A place where they can discover 
their deep selves.”

JANUARY 10, 2017• SEPTEMBER 6, 2017
Fr. Daniel Schuster

Vocation Director
(920) 272-8289

vocations@gbdioc.org

WWW.GBDIOC.ORG/ANDREW

CALLING HIGH SCHOOL &  YOUNG ADULT MEN 
Please join us for a gathering of disciples open to the priesthood. Local priests, 
pastoral leaders, campus ministers and youth ministers are invited to bring men 

from among their flock.

ST. JOSEPH CHAPEL
Diocese of Green Bay Campus

1825 Riverside Drive, Green Bay, WI
(1 mile north of Hwy 172)

5:30 P.M. MASS WITH 
BISHOP DAVID L. RICKEN

Followed by supper and discussion



Join the procession!
Help us renew priestly vocations

by submitting potential candidates.


