Order of Eucharistic Holy Hour

QUARTERLY APPENDIX
September – November 2018

Monthly Intercessions (Sept. – Nov. 2018)
SEPTEMBER
Pope Francis (Young People in Africa): That young people in Africa may have
access to education and work in their own countries.
Bishop Ricken (Catechists & RCIA Leaders): That catechists and RCIA ministers may
continue to bring others closer to the peace and joy of Jesus Christ and his
Church, especially during this Diocesan Jubilee Year.

OCTOBER
Pope Francis (The Mission of Religious): That consecrated religious men and
women may bestir themselves, and be present among the poor, the marginalized,
and those who have no voice.
Bishop Ricken (Catholic Educators - Public, Parochial, & Homeschool): That all
Catholic public, parochial, and homeschool educators in our Diocese recognize
with renewed enthusiasm their mission to share the love of Jesus Christ as his
disciples.

NOVEMBER
Pope Francis (In Service of Peace): That the language of love and dialogue may
always prevail over the language of conflict.
Bishop Ricken (Homeless): That the homeless of our Diocese will always find
shelter and support from our parish communities in this Jubilee Year and the
years to come.
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Monthly Readings/Selections (Sept. – Nov. 2018)

SEPTEMBER ......................................................................................
Selection I: ACTS 15:22-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The Apostles and presbyters, in agreement with the whole Church,
decided to choose representatives
and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.
The ones chosen were Judas, who was called Barsabbas,
and Silas, leaders among the brothers.
This is the letter delivered by them:
“The Apostles and the presbyters, your brothers,
to the brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia
of Gentile origin: greetings.
Since we have heard that some of our number
who went out without any mandate from us
have upset you with their teachings
and disturbed your peace of mind,
we have with one accord decided to choose representatives
and to send them to you along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
who have dedicated their lives to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So we are sending Judas and Silas
who will also convey this same message by word of mouth:
‘It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us
not to place on you any burden beyond these necessities,
namely, to abstain from meat sacrificed to idols,
from blood, from meats of strangled animals,
and from unlawful marriage.
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If you keep free of these,
you will be doing what is right. Farewell.’“
And so they were sent on their journey.
Upon their arrival in Antioch
they called the assembly together and delivered the letter.
When the people read it, they were delighted with the exhortation.
The Word of the Lord
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Selection II: JN 15:12-17
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said to his disciples:
“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.
No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
You are my friends if you do what I command you.
I no longer call you slaves,
because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
I have called you friends,
because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.
It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain,
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.
This I command you: love one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord
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Selection III: Benedict XVI; (Homily; Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls, June 28,
2010)

From Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI:
The Church is an immense force for renewal in the world. This is not, of course,
because of her own strength but because of the power of the Gospel in which the
Holy Spirit of God breathes, God Creator and Redeemer of the world. The
challenges of the present time, the historical and social and, especially, the
spiritual challenges, are certainly beyond the human capacity. It sometimes seems
to us Pastors of the Church that we are reliving the experience of the Apostles
when thousands of needy people followed Jesus and he asked them: what can we
do for all these people? They were then aware of their powerlessness. Yet Jesus
himself had shown them that with faith in God nothing is impossible and that a
few loaves and fish, blessed and shared, could satisfy the hunger of all.
However, there was not and there is not hunger solely for material food: there is a
deeper hunger that only God can satisfy. Human beings of the third millennium
want an authentic, full life; they need truth, profound freedom, love freely given.
Even in the deserts of the secularized world, man's soul thirsts for God, for the
living God. It was for this reason that John Paul II wrote: "The mission of Christ the
Redeemer, which is entrusted to the Church, is still very far from completion", and
he added: "an overall view of the human race shows that this mission is still only
beginning and that we must commit ourselves wholeheartedly to its service"
(Encyclical Redemptoris Missio, n. 1).
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OCTOBER .........................................................................................
Selection I: 1 PT 1:10-16
A reading from the First Letter of Saint Peter
Beloved:
Concerning the salvation of your souls
the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours
searched and investigated it
investigating the time and circumstances
that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated
when it testified in advance
to the sufferings destined for Christ
and the glories to follow them.
It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you
with regard to the things that have now been announced to you
by those who preached the Good News to you
through the Holy Spirit sent from heaven,
things into which angels longed to look.
Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, live soberly,
and set your hopes completely on the grace to be brought to you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Like obedient children,
do not act in compliance with the desires of your former ignorance
but, as he who called you is holy,
be holy yourselves in every aspect of your conduct,
for it is written, Be holy because I am holy.
The Word of the Lord
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Selection II: MK 10:28-31
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark
Peter began to say to Jesus,
“We have given up everything and followed you.”
Jesus said, “Amen, I say to you,
there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or lands
for my sake and for the sake of the Gospel
who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age:
houses and brothers and sisters
and mothers and children and lands,
with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come.
But many that are first will be last, and the last will be first.”
The Gospel of the Lord
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Selection III: Pope Francis (Homily; Sistine Chapel, Sunday, January 11, 2015)
From Pope Francis:
In Baptism we are consecrated by the Holy Spirit. This is what the word “Christian”
means, it means consecrated like Jesus, in the same Spirit in which Jesus was
immersed throughout his earthly existence. He is the “Christ”, the Anointed One,
the Consecrated One; we, the baptized, are “Christian”, meaning consecrated,
anointed…
… Dear parents, dear godfathers and godmothers, if you want your children to
become true Christians, help them to grow up “immersed” in the Holy Spirit, that
is to say, in the warmth of the love of God, in the light of his Word.
For this reason, do not forget to invoke the Holy Spirit often, every day. “Do you
pray, Ma’am?” — “Yes” — “Whom do you pray to?”. — “I pray to God”. But “God”
does not exist like this: God is one person, and as a Person the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit exist. “Whom do you pray to?”. — “The Father, the Son, the Holy
Spirit”. We usually pray to Jesus. When we pray the “Our Father”, we pray to the
Father. But we do not often pray to the Holy Spirit.
It is very important to pray to the Holy Spirit, because He teaches us how to bring
up the family, the children, so that these children may grow up in the atmosphere
of the Holy Trinity. It is precisely the Spirit who leads them forward. For this
reason, do not forget to invoke the Holy Spirit often, every day. You can do so, for
example, with this simple prayer: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love”.
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NOVEMBER ......................................................................................
Selection I: 2 TM 2:8-15
A reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy
Beloved:
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David:
such is my Gospel, for which I am suffering,
even to the point of chains, like a criminal.
But the word of God is not chained.
Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen,
so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
together with eternal glory.
This saying is trustworthy:
If we have died with him
we shall also live with him;
if we persevere
we shall also reign with him.
But if we deny him
he will deny us.
If we are unfaithful
he remains faithful,
for he cannot deny himself.
Remind people of these things
and charge them before God to stop disputing about words.
This serves no useful purpose since it harms those who listen.
Be eager to present yourself as acceptable to God,
a workman who causes no disgrace,
imparting the word of truth without deviation.
The Word of the Lord
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Selection II: Mark 12:28-34
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark
One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him,
“Which is the first of all the commandments?”
Jesus replied, “The first is this:
Hear, O Israel!
The Lord our God is Lord alone!
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.
The second is this:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no other commandment greater than these.”
The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher.
You are right in saying,
He is One and there is no other than he.
And to love him with all your heart,
with all your understanding,
with all your strength,
and to love your neighbor as yourself
is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding,
he said to him, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God.”
And no one dared to ask him any more questions.
The Gospel of the Lord
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Selection III: Paul VI (Evangelii Nuntiandi, nos. 75, 79; December 8, 1975);
From (Saint) Pope Paul VI
We live in the Church at a privileged moment of the Spirit. Everywhere people are
trying to know Him better, as the Scripture reveals Him. They are happy to place
themselves under His inspiration. They are gathering about Him; they want to let
themselves be led by Him. Now if the Spirit of God has a preeminent place in the
whole life of the Church, it is in her evangelizing mission that He is most active. It is
not by chance that the great inauguration of evangelization took place on the
morning of Pentecost, under the inspiration of the Spirit.
It must be said that the Holy Spirit is the principal agent of evangelization: it is He
who impels each individual to proclaim the Gospel, and it is He who in the depths
of consciences causes the word of salvation to be accepted and understood. But it
can equally be said that He is the goal of evangelization: He alone stirs up the new
creation, the new humanity of which evangelization is to be the result, with that
unity in variety which evangelization wishes to achieve within the Christian
community…
… Let us therefore preserve our fervor of spirit. Let us preserve the delightful and
comforting joy of evangelizing, even when it is in tears that we must sow. May it
mean for us- as it did for John the Baptist, for Peter and Paul, for the other
apostles and for a multitude of splendid evangelizers all through the Church's
history- an interior enthusiasm that nobody and nothing can quench. May it be the
great joy of our consecrated lives. And may the world of our time, which is
searching, sometimes with anguish, sometimes with hope, be enabled to receive
the Good News not from evangelizers who are dejected, discouraged, impatient or
anxious, but from ministers of the Gospel whose lives glow with fervor, who have
first received the joy of Christ, and who are willing to risk their lives so that the
kingdom may be proclaimed and the Church established in the midst of the world.
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