MARCH 2017
Bishop Ricken (RCIA Elect/Candidates): That all Diocesan Elect and Candidates for
the Full Communion of the Church (especially from our parish) be strengthened as
they journey toward the Easter sacraments.
Pope Francis (Support for Persecuted Christians): That persecuted Christians may
be supported by the prayers and material help of the whole Church.

APRIL 2017
Bishop Ricken (Homebound): That the peace and love of Christ always be shared
with all those who are homebound in our communities.
Pope Francis (Young People): That young people may respond generously to their
vocations and seriously consider offering themselves to God in the priesthood or
consecrated life.

MAY 2017
Bishop Ricken (Catholic Schools): That all graduating students, especially from our
Catholic schools, always be led by the light of Christ in their future endeavors.
Pope Francis (Christians in Africa): That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the
Merciful Jesus, may give prophetic witness to reconciliation, justice, and peace.
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MARCH .............................................................................................
Selection I: JN 19:31-37
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:
Since it was preparation day,
in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath,
for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one,
the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken
and they be taken down.
So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus.
But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead,
they did not break his legs,
but one soldier thrust his lance into his side,
and immediately blood and water flowed out.
An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true;
he knows that he is speaking the truth,
so that you also may come to believe.
For this happened so that the Scripture passage might be fulfilled:
Not a bone of it will be broken.
And again another passage says:
They will look upon him whom they have pierced.
The Gospel of the Lord.
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Selection II: Francis; Address (Lenten Message 2017)
From Pope Francis:
Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory
over death. This season urgently calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to
return to God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for mediocrity
and to grow in friendship with the Lord.
Jesus is the faithful friend who never abandons us. Even when we sin, he patiently
awaits our return; by that patient expectation, he shows us his readiness to forgive
(cf. Homily, 8 January 2016)…
Dear friends, Lent is the favorable season for renewing our encounter with Christ,
living in his word, in the sacraments and in our neighbor. The Lord, who overcame
the deceptions of the Tempter during the forty days in the desert, shows us the
path we must take.
May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of conversion, so that we can
rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of the sin that blinds us, and serve
Christ present in our brothers and sisters in need…
Let us pray for one another so that, by sharing in the victory of Christ, we may
open our doors to the weak and poor. Then we will be able to experience and
share to the full the joy of Easter.
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Selection III: John Paul II (Dives in Misericordia; Nov. 30, 1980)
From Saint John Paul II:
The Church professes the mercy of God, the Church lives by it in her wide
experience of faith and also in her teaching, constantly contemplating Christ,
concentrating on Him, on His life and on His Gospel, on His cross and resurrection,
on His whole mystery…
The Church lives an authentic life when she professes and proclaims mercy - the
most stupendous attribute of the Creator and of the Redeemer - and when she
brings people close to the sources of the Savior's mercy…
Of great significance in this area is constant meditation on the Word of God, and
above all conscious and mature participation in the Eucharist and in the sacrament
of Penance or Reconciliation.
The Eucharist brings us ever nearer to that love which is more powerful than
death: "For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup," we proclaim not only
the death of the Redeemer but also His resurrection, "until he comes" in glory. The
same Eucharistic rite, celebrated in memory of Him who in His messianic mission
revealed the Father to us by means of His words and His cross, attests to the
inexhaustible love by virtue of which He desires always to be united with us and
present in our midst, coming to meet every human heart.
It is the sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation that prepares the way for each
individual, even those weighed down with great faults. In this sacrament each
person can experience mercy in a unique way, that is, the love which is more
powerful than sin.
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APRIL ...............................................................................................
Selection I: EPH 3:8-12, 14-19
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians:
Brothers and sisters:
To me, the very least of all the holy ones, this grace was given,
to preach to the Gentiles the inscrutable riches of Christ,
and to bring to light for all what is the plan of the mystery
hidden from ages past in God who created all things,
so that the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known through the church
to the principalities and authorities in the heavens.
This was according to the eternal purpose
that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,
in whom we have boldness of speech
and confidence of access through faith in him.
For this reason I kneel before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
that he may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory
to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self,
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
that you, rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge,
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
The Word of the Lord
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Selection II: Teresa of Ávila
From Teresa of Ávila:
May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been
given to you.
May you be content knowing you are a child of God.
Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing,
dance, praise and love.
It is there for each and every one of us.
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Selection III: Francis; Homily (Chrism Mass, March 24, 2016)
From Pope Francis:
The mercy of our God is infinite and indescribable. We express the power of this
mystery as an “ever greater” mercy, a mercy in motion, a mercy that each day
seeks to make progress, taking small steps forward and advancing in that
wasteland where indifference and violence have predominated.
This was the way of the Good Samaritan, who “showed mercy” (cf. Lk 10:37): he
was moved, he drew near to the wounded man, he bandaged his wounds, took
him to the inn, stayed there that evening and promised to return and cover any
further cost. This is the way of mercy, which gathers together small gestures.
Without demeaning, it grows with each helpful sign and act of love. Every one of
us, looking at our own lives as God does, can try to remember the ways in which
the Lord has been merciful towards us, how he has been much more merciful than
we imagined. In this we can find the courage to ask him to take a step further and
to reveal yet more of his mercy in the future: “Show us, Lord, your mercy” (Ps
85:8).
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MAY .................................................................................................
Selection I: 1 THES 4:13-18
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians:
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
about those who have fallen asleep,
so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,
so too will God, through Jesus,
bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.
For the Lord himself, with a word of command,
with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God,
will come down from heaven,
and the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air.
Thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore, console one another with these words.
The Word of the Lord.
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Selection II: Pope Francis, General Audience, February 1, 2017
From Pope Francis:
Today we turn to the earliest writing of the New Testament, Saint Paul’s First
Letter to the Thessalonians. The Apostle writes to confirm this young Christian
community in its faith in Christ’s death and resurrection, but he also speaks of the
meaning of this mystery for the life of each believer. For Christ is the first-fruits of
the future resurrection. Before the mystery of death, and the loss of our loved
ones, we Christians are challenged to hope more firmly in the Lord’s promise of
eternal life. Paul tells the Thessalonians to wear the hope of salvation like a helmet
(1 Thess 5:8), in the knowledge that, because Christ is risen, the object of our hope
is certain.
Christian hope, then, is a way of life; we live daily in expectation of the
resurrection. In that same hope, and in the communion of the Church, we pray too
that those who have gone before us will live forever in Christ. Let us ask the Lord
to strengthen us in the sure expectation that one day we will be united with him,
and all our loved ones, in the joy of the resurrection.
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Selection III: Augustine (4th century)
What we commemorate before Easter is what we experience in this life; what we
celebrate after Easter points to something we do not yet possess. This is why we
keep the first season with fasting and prayer; but now the fast is over and we
devote the present season to praise. Such is the meaning of the Alleluia we sing.
We are praising God now, assembled as we are here in church; but when we go
our various ways again, it seems as if we cease to praise God.
But provided we do not cease to live a good life, we shall always be praising God.
You cease to praise God only when you swerve from justice and from what is
pleasing to God. If you never turn aside from the good life, your tongue may be
silent but your actions will cry aloud, and God will perceive your intentions; for as
our ears hear each other’s voices, so do God’s ears hear our thoughts.
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